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Graduation time — and your college 
career lies just ahead. 
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GLOWING COMMENTS FROM 
FOREMOST PUBLICATIONS: 


“The analyses are masterpieces and 
the comments selective and gripping 
. will be widely and -helpfully used.” 
—Moody Monthly 


“Undoubtedly one of the greatest liv- 
ing expositors of the New Testament 
. . . the mature and scholarly convic- 
tions of a keenly analytical mind and a 
deeply devotional spirit.” 

—Union Seminary Review 
“A mine of treasure for teaching the 
Sunday-school lessons.” 

+—Sunday School Times 
"Rich with surprises which illustrate the 
wideness and richness of Dr. Morqan's 
scholarship, and particularly of his re- 
markable incisiveness and fidelity as an 
interpreter of the spiritual message of 
the gospels." 

—The Christian Advocate 
“Conservative throughout. Clear, 
forcefully expressed and logical.” 

—Church Management 
“Hardly a page that does not glow 
with spiritual illumination and rich in- 
terpretative suggestions." 
—Evangelical Christian 
“As Greek scholar, Biblical expositor, 
and teacher Dr. Morgan has for years 
stood virtually without a peer. Rich in 
experience, deep in sympathies, pro- 
found in learning, and broad in under- 
standing." 
—Boston Evening Transcript 


“A genius for making clear the 
essential meaning of Scripture." 
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STUDIES 


IN THE 


FOUR GOSPE 


by G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 


FOUR HANDSOME BOOKS! STURDY BINDING! AN ATTRACTIVE 
ADDITION TO ANY LIBRARY. © SPECIAL PRICE $12.95. 





THE MOST USED BOOKS IN THE CHRISTIAN'S STUDY! 


Matthew, Mark, Luke and John—are there any books in the 
Bible more frequently studied, more frequently quoted? 


With Dr. Morgan's "Studies in the Four Gospels" you will 
have at your command a wealth of Scriptural interpretation, 
scholarly conviction and spiritual illumination for which the 
author is noted. Thought- 
provoking, soul-stirring and 
faith-enkindling, there is 
hardly a page in each of the 
volumes from which some ex- 
pression of great force and 
enlightenment does not meet 
the eye. 






















At the special price this set is 
Offered—Everyone * Minister * 


Reader — may enjoy the 
best expositions of the Gos- 
pels at lowest cost. 



































Stony Brook Invites You 
for 
Spiritual 
and 
Physical 
Refreshing 


Steny Breck Young People’s Conference 
July 8 te 15 
arl Anderson, Arthur Harries, George 
Slavin, William Taylor, Frank Vurture and 
Irvin 8S. Yeaworth. 

General Bible Conference—July 22 te August 5 

Guest Speakers—William Ward Ayer, Herbert Bicher, 
Harry A. Ironsides, Larry McGill, Harry Rim- 
mer, S. Roddy and others. Rev. Irvin 
S. Yeaworth, Director. 

The finest in food and accommodations. Available 
to all recreational facilities, salt water bathing, 
golf, tennis, baseball, special musical programs. 

Other Conferences: July 1-8, Lutheran Young Peo- 
ples’; July 15-22, United a nouns Peo- 











SUNDAY vs. THE SABBATH 


There have been several questions con- 
cerning the Christian observance of Sunday 
rather than Saturday as the appointed day 
for rest and worship. 

We say first of all that the Seventh Day 
Adventists are correct in holding Saturday 
to be the Sabbath for the Sabbath in its 


ing has reference to the number seven 
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and in this case the seventh day. It was in- 
stituted by God, (Gen. 2:3), as a day of 
rest in memorial to His days of creation. 
This was officially given to Israel at Sinai by 
Moses as recorded in Exodus 20:9-11 and 
was to be observed by them throughtout all 
generations. The Sabbath is for Israel, be- 
ing a part of Israel's law. 

The Christian has no appointed Sabbath. 
The first day of the week, though erroneous- 
ly called the Sabbath, is a day of rememb- 
rance, a memorial day, bringing to mind the 
resurrection of our blessed Lord as seen in 
Matthew 28:1, Mary 16:1, Luke 24:1 and 
John 20:1. Where the confusion arises is 
from the practice of the church in the book 
of the Acts. On careful reading, it will be 
noted that the Acts speaks of the church as 
having a public preaching ministry which 
was carried on on the Sabbath day in the 
synagogue of the Jews. On these occasions 
many could be reached with the Gospel of 
the Lord. Howecer, as to the private min- 
istry within the fellowship of believers in- 
variably it was on the first day of the week 
(John 20:26, Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 16:2). 

We as believers are not under law but 
under grace and our righteousness is apart 
from the Law (Rom. 3.23-25). Thus we do 
not need to observe days or Sabbaths (Col. 
2:16-17). Paul to the Galatians points to 
their observance of the Sabbath as a lack of 
their growing in grace (4:4-11). 

Our observance of the Lord’s Day is not 
because it is a day to be observed by obliga- 
tion, but it is a day to be observed out of 
gratitude for what His resurrection means to 
us. 


MORE BOUQUETS 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

Today, April Ist, we started out reading 
together “Daily Meditations” from your first 
issue of Erernitry. We know we shall not 
be fooled for we start out with praise to Him 
who bore our sins away in His own body on 
the tree and gave us a life that is everlasting 
in Him. When we first met you we were 
dead in trespasses and sins and we could 
not have informed a soul as to how to be 
saved; but now we expect our light to shine 
even so that others may glorify our Father, 
which is in Heaven. 

IncEBorc AND Witt RicH 
Bellerose, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 


I don’t have an extensive education and 
it is difficult for me to express the thing 
which I feel in my heart. But I want you to 


‘know how much it means to us small people 


to have something as fundamentally sound 
as ETERNITY to turn to every month. Your 
editorials and comments on current events 
are to me, at least, like a secure anchor in a 
time of storm. 

Just to let you know that one brother is 
taking you and your staff to the throne every 
day committing you to the Lord and trusting 
Him to work out His will in you and through 
you. 

SeLspy SMITH 
Penn Yan, N. Y. 


The donor of a gift subscription to a Chinese 
friend received the following letter: 

Dr. Barnhouse’s writings have been most 
helpful to me. You can never realize how 
I am blessed spiritually with his messages. I 
am most grateful for this love gift of -yours. 
I never forget to have a prayer for you when 
I have a copy in my hand. I read through 
every copy and enjoy it beyond expression. 
After I have finished each copy I pass it on 
to four or five friends who read English After 
they have finished it I mail it to one of my 
brothers in Fukien, South China. He shares 
it with my sister, and after they have both 
finished reading, they mail it to one of my 
brothers in Singapore, and he again mails it 
to another brother in Java. They all enjoy 
it exceedingly and often write and ask me 
for more copies. See how far your subscrip- 
tion has gone! and how many are blessed 
with your lovely gift. 

Grace Wu 


TRUTH, BUT SPOKEN IN LOVE 


A California reader sends us a copy of a 
letter addressed to another publication con- 
cerning attacks which he had read in that 
publication on well known fundamental 
leaders. A sentence or two deserve thought- 
ful reading. 


“, ... Your paper is doing a good work 


but when two generals in the same army 
get to fussing the army is demoralized and 
the enemy is aided and comforted ... No 
two Christians can agree on all points, but 
if they agree upon the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible and upon the fundamental doc- 
trines, our leaders should not attack one 
another openly, causing confusion and doubt 
among us lay members.” 

The Editor of Eternity believes that there 
might come a great revival if every Chris- 
tian in the United States would take it defi- 
nitely to heart and pledge, before God, that 
no word of criticism of any other Christian 
should come from him. It is permissible to 
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From the rustic North to the sunny South, from the rock-bound East to the 
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the lives of her “sons and daughters true.” 


More than 700 Wheatonites have gone out in missionary service to the far 
corners of the earth; more than 900 are in pastorates, large and small; and 
hundreds more are serving Christ as doctors, nurses, teachers, business men 


| and women, and Christian home-makers. 


Truly, the sun never sets on “Wheaton.” 


Hf you desire further information 
about Wheaton College, please 


write us in care of Dept. E 600. Ll ae Co. Le 


D HIS @InGoOowm cin ¢ &. 2ES.0 






WHEATON, bitin OS 


June 1950 3 












evangelization of the nation. Read how the 
Pocket Testament ag is meeting the 
lenge to “Keep the Bibles rolling” and the 
amazing response of the Japanese people. 
Available in quantity for church distribution. 
Send for your free copies today. 
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WELCOME TO CANADA 
BLUE WATER CONFERENCE 


Beautifully situated near Wallaceburg, Ontario on the blue 
Water of the river Snye, just 144 hours drive from Detroit. 

Bible and Missionary speakers from Canada and U.S.A. Every comfort and recreational 
facility. A wonderful spot for family and church groups. Open June 24th to September 
30th. Rates $22.00—$43.00 per week, all inclusive. 

Write for illustrated folder, etc. to Blue Water Conference 
95 King St. W., Chatham, Ontario 


































WHEN CHILDREN ARE HAPPY’ 


From behind the Iron Curtain in Poland comes a 
pathetic message written in a childish scrawl. This little 
boy, his baby sister, and his widowed mother were res- 
cued by us from a cruel fate of hunger and despair. 
He writes: 


“Today I am very happy, and the Lord is pleased, 
because He is glad when children are happy. My little sister 
and I enjoyed your presents very much. Mother received an- 
other two parcels and this makes four in all. 

“What a wonderful doll you sent Betty. She looks 
like a real baby and has soft legs and they are even warm. 
Her little eyes shine as if she had a soul. She is so beautiful, - 
just like Betty, only a little more polite—she never cries and 
never asks for food My football too is just wonderful. 

“We are so glad we came to know you through the 
Lord Jesus Christ who never stayed in the grave—which I 
know for sure. 


These children are representative of a great multitude 
of the Lord's little ones in Europe, in the Holy Land, and at 
home. Only your own love can interpret to their hearts the 
love of Christ. 

Here is your. God-given opportunity and_your privi- 
lege at this spring season to bring -joy and the message of 
God's love to those who still are homeless, destitute, and 
uncomforted. We need your prayerful fellowship urgently 
and your generous gifts to support this ministry. 

Please write: 

















The Friends of Israel Missionary and Reliel Society, Ine. 
Sicraarty Petttendsa 728 ET Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
ISRAEL MY GLORY President General Secretary -Treasurer 





Joseph M. Steele Rev. Victor Buksbazen Dr. Joseph T. Britan 


Treasurer for Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar, B.A., B.D. 
1066 Avenue Road Toronto 12, Ontario, Canada 


Informative, Scriptural 
sent to all contributors and 
also on request 











disagree in matters of great principle, but 
when there is a point where we feel that the 
correctness of Christian doctrine or the 
rightness of Christian ethics are involved, let 
us stick to principles and avoid personalities. 
If a man writes a book in which he presents © 
wrong doctrine, we have the right to oppose 
the doctrine and name the man as the author 
of the error but the truth that we speak 
must be spoken in love. 


PIN THEM DOWN 


A letter from a pastor in the mid-west 
contains the following. “I would like to 
know just how you would frame the ques- 
tions to pin down an individual concerning 
his beliefs about the Virgin Birth, the Blood, 
the Resurrection, etc.” 

First of all, it is significant that such a 
request needs to be made. The believer is 
told that he must always be ready to give 
an answer for the hope that is within him 
(1 Pet. 3:15). It would never have been 
necessary to pin down Paul or one of the 
apostles. It would never have been neces- 
sary to pin down Moody or Spurgeon or 
Torrey, or any other believer in the Word of 
God. If a person is evasive you can be ab- 
solutely sure that there is something wrong 
with his position. Any one who has to be 
pinned down to a doctrine can almost cer- 
tainly be classified immediately as a liberal 
who is leaning toward modernism and un- 
belief. 

A few years ago a certain minister was or- 
dained by an ecclesiastical group in Florida. 
His replies to the theological questions were 
so far from the truth that he was barely 
ordained by a 51 to 49 majority, and after 
a long fight. A few years later he trans- 
ferred to another church in the Carolinas. 
The denominational group there was more 
conservative, but he sailed by without diffi- 
culty. It is a fact that when he was asked 
why there had been so much difficulty in 
the one case and so little in the other he 
replied: “I have learned to give them the 
answers that they want.” It is a pretty safe 
conclusion that the man is a child of the 
Devil. 

Word the questions this way: “Do you be- 
lieve and proclaim that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the second Person of the Godhead, that 
He was born without a human father, and 
that before His birth He existed eternally as 
coequal with God the Father?” 

And concerning the Atonement: “Do you 
believe and proclaim that all men died hope- 
lessly in Adam, and that no human being 
could ever reach Heaven if Jesus Christ had 
not come from God to shed His blood and 
give His life in payment for their sin? And 
do you believe that He was delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, and that it pleased Jehovah God the 
Father to bruise Him?” 

And again: “Do you believe and proclaim 
that Jesus Christ actually died in His human 
body, and that, after three days, He arose 
from the dead in the same body in which He 
died, a body that could be handled, a body 
that ate broiled fish with the disciples?” If 
they say yes to these questions and turn out 
modernists then they are liars. 
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ONE FLOCK 


“T would like you to know that your mag- 
azine has been very helpful to me and has 
really made me search the Scriptures. I 
look‘ forward to receiving it each month and 
my only complaint is that there are not 
enough pages. Girls in my Sunday School 
Class have brought up the question as to 
why the Protestants do not have just one 
church. I know that we who belong to the 
Lord belong to the Invisible Church but why 
is there not one outward organization? 
Lebanon, Pa. 

yee A 


The Church of Jesus Christ is one flock 
but in many folds. The Greek of John 10: 
16 is correctly rendered by the Revised Ver- 
sion, “There shall be one flock and one shep- 
herd.” Our Lord told us that there must be 
divisions or sects among us, “That they 
which are approved may be made manifest 
among you” (1 Cor. 11:19). The reason that 
this must be is in the very nature of man. 
A one-party system, whether in Germany or 
Russia, develops into a tyranny. A one-party 
system in religion develops into the type of 
thing the Church of Rome has brought forth 
in Spain. 

Church history demonstrates that where 
there has been controversy there has been 
growth. If everyone thought and talked alike 
within the Church of Christ, the crudeness of 
our old natures would chill spiritual life 
imperceptibly. When we are forced to de- 
fend our position against a thought that is 
contrary to it, we rush to the Word of God 
and when we are yielded to the Holy Spirit, 
the Word of God does its work and builds 
us in Christ. 


ERRATA 
Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

Will you please let me know if the quo- 
tation from Luke 24:39 in Prof. Keiper’s ar- 
ticle “Handle Me and See” is not misquoted? 
On page 43, column 3, “for a spirit flesh and 
blood does not have” is given, whereas in 
the King James and the other translations— 
“flesh and bones.” 

Christ’s blood was shed for me at Calvary 
and I do not believe was present in His 
resurrected body. 

Howarp L. THomas 
S. Williamsport, Pa. 


Several other readers also raised this ques- 
tion. To them all we say that it was an error 
caused by habitual associaiton of the words. 
“Flesh and blood” are as familiarly asso- 
ciated as “bread and butter” but here the 
point is in the substitution. 

Mr. Thomas is quite right and our faces 
are all as red as last.month’s cover. 

The author, however, sincerely trusts the 
srror did not spoil the spiritual blessing that 
he anticipated for his readers. 


On page 44 of the May issue you say that 
there is one article written by a man “who 
holds strongly to the pre-mil position.” 
Should this not have read a-mil rather than 
pre-mil? : 

Paut A. Horton 
Chicago, IIl. 

Obviously so. Since the Editor, himself, 
holds strongly to the pre-mil position, there 
is no point to the sentence as it stands. 
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BUILD ON A FIRM FOUNDATION 


oo above is an.architect’s sketch of Stony Brook’s new Memorial 
Hall, now under construction. When completed, the new building will pro- 


vide modern classrooms, physics and chemistry laboratories, a study hall, library, 


and administrative offices. 


This new building will bring to the campus the most up-to-date equipment. 
It will enable more boys to receive at Stony Brook first-rate college preparatory 


education under Christian auspices. 


Like the building which can withstand the shocks of weather and time only 
if it is grounded on a firm foundation, so a boy finds fullest success in college and 
in his life-work only if he builds on the solid foundations of 


* Personal faith in Christ 
* Firm moral character 
* Sound academic training 
* A healthy body 
Help your boy strengthen his foundations physically, mentally 
and spiritually. Perhaps the son of a friend needs Stony Brook’s 


type of college preparation. The School’s 29th year opens Septem- 
ber 15. Applications are now being accepted. 


tony BrookSchoo 


Frank E. Garse.ein, Litt. D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
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“BURSTING” 


Some time ago the Editor had a 
letter from China from a missionary 
who wrote from Language School and 
described an afternoon walk into the 
country with a group of Chinese with 
whom she was unable to talk, as they 
knew no English and she knew almost 
no Chinese. She said, “Walking back 
on Easter afternoon, I was with two 
young Chinese women who had both 
been baptized that very morning. It 
was a beautiful sunny day, and along 
the roadside were scenes of farms, vil- 
lages, birds, flowers—all crying out for 
questions. In our hands we each had 
a Chinese Bible; and in our hearts 
each of us, I think, had many thoughts 
of the Lord. But alas! I couldn’t un- 
derstand their kind remarks or their 
questions, and I couldn’t think of 
enough words to talk to them of all the 
subjects that presented themselves. 
When one is just bursting to talk on 
all the ideas that go through one’s 
mind, it just isn’t a sufficient outlet to 
be able to say, “What is that?’ “That is 
a pig. . . . We are reminded again 
and again that in this painful ‘silent’ 
period we do have one important min- 
istry—prayer.” 

Just as the American woman walk- 
ing along the road in China felt herself 
“bursting” with a desire to speak, and 
totally unable to express herself, so 
the Holy Spirit in our hearts is unable 
to tell us all that He would simply be- 
cause of the fact that we are unable to 
understand the language of Heaven, 
and heavenly matters cannot be ex- 
pressed in earthly language 

When the child of God is in the will 
of God there is a double yearning from 
His heart to ours, and from our heart 
to His. That longing, yearning, “burst- 
ing” is the eager desire of the soul to- 
ward God. The Christian that does not 
know it is a babe in Christ and must 
spend time reading the Word and con- 
templating the love of God as mani- 
fested for us in Christ. Then the heart 
will know what it is to have so much 
to say and no language to say it. Ulti- 
mately we shall grow in the Lord until 
much of our prayer is no more than a 
cry. This will be far more intelligible, 
however, to the heart of the Heavenly 
Father than wordy language, of the 
earth earthy, and of self. May God 


bring us all on toward the bursting 
point. 





NEXT MONTH: 

For Parents: the first of a series 
of articles on parents and chil- 
dren by the Editor. 

Science and the Saviour by Rob- 
ert G. Lee, President of the 


Southern Baptist Convention. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity to His everlasting glory. 
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God masterpiece is net Pa 
by creation, but wen wie are H:; 


re-creation by redemption 





By RALPH L. KEIPER 


We begin a series of studies in one of the wonderful 
letters of the apostle Paul, the epistle to the Ephesians. 
The reason we speak of it as a wonderful letter is be- 
cause it unfolds to us our position, rights and privileges 
in our blessed Lord. Paul has written this letter in 
order that we might see ourselves as saints of the most 
high God, who Himself called us unto this most excel- 
lent vocation. 

In this introductory study we are going to center our 
thoughts around three key verses which tell us that we 
have been blessed of God, that we are the workmanship 
of God, and that we are to be the imitators of God. 
The verses, from the Greek text, are as follows: 


“Blest is God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in every blessing spiritual, in the heavenlies, in 
Christ (1:3). 

“For we are His poem, having been created in Christ Jesus 
upon works, good ones, which He did thoroughly prepare, 
did God, in order that in them we should keep walking 
(2:10) . 

“Keep on becoming, therefore, mimics of God, as children, 
beloved (5:1) .” 


Turning now to the first of these verses, we learn of 
having been “blessed in ‘every spiritual blessing” by 
God, the Father. The word “blessed,” and its noun 
form, comes from the Greek word Eulogia, the noun, 
and eulogeo, the verb from which we have the English 
word “eulogy.” Both come from a compound word 
which together means to say well of, as a result of being 
thought well of. A eulogy is a verbal expression of our 
inward thoughts—good thoughts of one in whose mem- 
ory the eulogy is made. In this passage, St. Jerome, in 
the Latin Vulgate, uses benedictus, and benedictione, 
literally translated “well said.” 

Now, why are we to speak well of God? Why are we 
to bless Him? The answer is to be found in the fact 
God has not only spoken well of us, but, since eternity, 
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has thought well of us, having “blessed us in every bless- 
ing spiritual.” 

You will notice that the blessing is spiritual. This is 
good, for it is in the realm of the spiritual that we have 
our greatest need. Being the sphere of sin’s greatest 
activity, it must be the place where redemption begins 
its work of salvation. Not alone is the blessing spiritual, 
but its place is in the heavenlies. The term “heaven- 
lies,” epouranois, is a plural adjective, either neuter or 
masculine. If neuter, it may refer to the things which 
make up every blessing. The immediate context would 
lead us to this view as in the next several verses nine 
things are mentioned which make up part of “every 
spiritual blessing.” In the masculine form we have “the 
heavenlies” as a place, and tracing through the expres- 
sion in this epistle, Paul would have us see definitely 
that “the heavenlies” is a place where our spiritual 
blessings are received, our spiritual battles are fought. 
Be that as it may, whether things or places, the charac- 
teristic about each is that of being heavenly. ; 

The reason for the term “heavenlies” is obvious as: 
seen in the next phrase, “in Christ Jesus.” In a unique 
way, our epistle tells us of our union with Christ. As 
we move and live in Him we have all these privileges 
and blessings. 

We learn what this blessing has accomplished for us 
in a spiritual way in chapter two, verse thirteen. 


“But now, at this very moment, yé, yourselves, who were 
a great way off, are become nigh in the blood of Christ.” 


“But now!” How emphatic is the Greek. Not tomor- 
row, not next year, not in the life hereafter, but in the 
here and now, at this very moment. “But now, in 
Christ Jesus, ye who were sometimes a great way off, at 
a great distance, have been brought nigh.” And how 
have we been brought nigh? “In the blood of Christ.’” 
Sin had separated us from God. Sin merited death. 
The barrier of sin was torn down at the cross. By His 
blood, we are brought nigh, brought together unto 
Him. 

Verse nineteen of this same chapter emphasizes the 
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spiritual characteristic of this blessing “with which we 
have been blessed.” We read: 


“Accordingly, then, therefore, no longer are ye strangers, 
foreigners, but ye are fellow citizens with the saints, even 
belonging to the household of God.” 


Again, let us note the time word “no longer.” God is 
not unfolding a promise, yet to be fulfilled, but a privi- 
lege into which we are to move. No longer does God 
consider us strangers and foreigners. In Christ Jesus 
we are fellow citizens of Heaven. But not only are we 
citizens, we also belong to the “household of God.” 

If the words “stranger” and “household,” in the 
Greek, we have as it were a play on words. The Greek 
word for “stranger” is paroikos, literally beside the 
house, a house which is not our own; “household,” 
otkeos, means belonging to a household as a member. 
This is a great truth, we, who were once strangers, having 
no house, now, through the spiritual blessing of God, 
have been made members of .His household, and we, 
who were foreigners have been made fellow citizens. 
We are no longer beside the house, we are not merely 
within the house, but we belong to the house—‘“the 
household of God.” 

Thus, through our spiritual blessing, we see how in- 
timate with God our position in Christ has really made 
us. How truly has the poet written: 


Near, so very near to God, 
Nearer I cannot be, 

For in the presence of His Son, 
I'm just as near as He. 


For we who were afar off, we who were strangers, we 
who were foreigners have been brought nigh. We have 
been made fellow citizens with the saints, we have be- 
come members of the household of God. 

This epistle not only points out to us that we have 
been blessed spiritually by God, the Father, but that, in 
Christ Jesus, we have been re-created by Him also. “For 
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which He hath before ordained, that we 
should walk in them” (2:10). 


“For His poem we are,” so says the Greek. The em- 
phasis is placed upon God—we are His accomplish- 
ment, we are God's product, we are His workmanship, 
a work accomplished by Him, alone, in sovereign grace. 
As we look upwards to the starry universe, as we look 
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outward upon the wonderful earth on which we live, 
we say, “Truly these are the handiwork of God!” And 
as we look at man in relation to the entire creation, we 
say, “Indeed, are we not His handiwork!” But His 
great masterpiece is not mankind by creation, but men 
who are His by redemption. We are His poema, we are 
His great accomplishment, we are His masterpiece. 

And how did this come about? “For we are His work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus . . .” God, when He 
beheld us, saw us in our ruined state, saw us as wretches 
wrecked by sin. He could not patch us up, He could 
not revise us, He could not reform us, He had to make 
us anew, in the light of the purpose He had for us. 
Thus: “If any man be in Christ, He is a new creation, 
old things are passed away, behold, all things are be- 
come new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

How was this creation accomplished? What did God 
have to do, in Christ to make it possible? We might 
well say, ““What did the Lord Jesus have to do to make 
this creation possible?” “In whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of His grace.” In the Lord Jesus there 
was provided for us a “purchase price.” Here we have 
the legal aspects of our ruin in sin. The. law, being 
broken, demanded death as a penalty, “the wages of 
sin is death,” “The soul that sinneth it must die.” Now, 
in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, there is provided 
for us the penalty—the purchase price which can be 
presented to God as expiation for the broken law. 

In the blood of Christ we also have forgiveness— 
“the putting away from us”—of sin. In the Old Testa- 
ment, the people Israel had their sins covered by the 
atonement. In the New Testament, we have our sins 
removed off from us by redemption. 

Are we redeemed and forgiven because we are worthy 
of His goodness? No! He did it simply because of the 
riches of His grace, on account of His great love for us. 
We sing: 

Naught I have gotten, but what I’ve received, 
Grace has bestowed it, since I have believed; 


Boasting excluded, pride I abase, 
I’m only a sinner, saved by grace. 


When you and I see the price of redemption, made 
necessary through the unkept law, in the light of His 
purpose for us, we are the more amazed at His good- 
ness to us. We read: “That we should be to the praise 
of His glory who first trusted in Christ” (1:12). 

You and I, who were sinners’ wrecked by sin, now 
re-created in Christ Jesus, are to be to the praise of His 
glory. The Greek term for “praise,” epainos, has to do 
with a commendation, an approbation. How wonder- 
ful! You and I who were in disgrace, now in His grace, 
are to commend His glory to those whom we meet, in 
the streets of our cities, on the roads of our country. 

(Continued on page 44) 








cal); and average age of ancestors (heriditary). Divinely you are 
as old as the eternal plan of God; actually you are as old as the 
time since the cross of Christ; experimentally you are as old as 
the time back to the moment you were born again; spiritually you 
are as old as your development through surrender to the Holy 
Spirit; and in service you are as old as your ability to beget a 
spiritual posterity. 
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— Spiritual Discernment, or How 


to Read ReliZious Books 


Several months ago I had a letter 
from a man who had_been listening to 
the broadcast of my,$tudies in Romans. 
He said that he had received real bless- 
ing, but the thing that astonished me 
was that his letterhead showed that 
he was one of the leaders in Seventh 
Day Adventism which most certainly 
denies all of the essentials which my 
teaching seeks to reflect from the Bible. 
I wrote him that I would like to talk 
with him and warned him that I be- 
lieved his teaching to ‘be absolutely 
Satanic. I have been out of town, but 
correspondence has followed and a 
luncheon engagement is pending. My 
latest word from him is a letter intro- 
ducing a little book, devotional in na- 
ture, which he says represents his per- 
sonal philosophy of salvation and he 
asks me to mark portions that are un- 
scriptural. 

The book is “Steps to Christ,” by 
Ellen G. White, founder of the cult. 
The first page of the preface says that 
the book is for the many “who are 
really looking for the help to be found 
in Jesus.” There are, of course, none 
such, as the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit, they are fool- 
ishness unto him, neither can he know 
them, as they are spiritually discerned 
(1 Cor. 2:14). It might be, of course 
that some are seeking the help that 
comes from “another Jesus” (2 Cor. 
11:4); but this would be “another 
Gospel” (Gal. 1:7-9), and its follower 
is pronounced accursed. 

A few lines farther the preface says 
that it is designed to direct the foot- 
steps of the doubting and the halting 
into the pathway of peace. “It leads 
the seeker after righteousness and 
wholeness of character, step by step, 
along the way of the Christian life.” 
This in face of the flat statement of 
God that there is no such thing in the 
human race as a seeker after righteous- 
ness (Rom. 3:10-12). Men are dead 
in trespasses and sin (Eph. 2:1), and 
will make no movement toward God 
unless the Father draws them (John 
6:44). 

This first page of the preface would 
have been enough for me, and if I had 
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picked up the book in a second-hand 
store and glanced at that one page, I 
would have thrown it aside, knowing 
that it was false in all its parts as the 
mark of the counterfeit is there on the 
first page. 

But because I was expecting to have 
luncheon with a leader of this cult I 
decided to go further. 

The first line of the first chapter, en- 
titled “God’s Love For Man,” is “Na- 
ture and revelation alike testify of 
God’s love.” Now that is a statement 
that simpiy is not true. There is no 
testimony to the love of God outside of 
the Word of God. Nature is a cursed 
thing and shows the marks of judg- 
ment in every part. When the writer 
says, “Look at the wonderful and 
beautiful things of nature,” he is ask- 
ing us to look at them apart from the 
Word of God. It is true that if you 
look out over a beautiful field with 
flowers and trees, all bathed in sun- 
light, there may be a moment of crea- 
ture feeling of well-being that says, 
nature is beautiful. But if you watch 
that same field you will see the wind 
rise, the rains roar, the branches of the 
trees snap, and death take over the 
scene. It is impossible for a pagan to 
find the love of God in Nature. Only 
the Christian, redeemed by the blood 
of Jesus Christ, can take the love of 
God and bring it from the cross and 
put it on top of a hostile nature, 

The Bible says, categorially, that 
there are only two things of God which 
may be found in nature, even His eter- 
nal power and godhead (Rom. 1:19, 
20). Let no man think there is a mes- 
sage of love for any man apart from 
the cross of Jesus Christ. The con- 
trary is true. In Christ “we know that 
the whole creation groaneth and tra- 
vaileth in pain together until now . . . 
waiting . . . for the redemption of our 
body. . .” (Rom. 8:22, 23). 

The writer then says that God sup- 
plies the daily needs of all His crea- 
tures. But she fails to see that in a sin- 
cursed nature God supplies the need of 
the lion with the body of the gazelle, 
and that the fangs of the tiger drip 
with the blood of his victim. 


Faith and calm are inseparable twins. 


The writer speaks of the creation of 
man and the earth into which Adam 
was put, pointing out that that creation 
bore no blight. And then, “It is the 
transgression of God’s law—the law of 
love—that has brought woe and 
death.” It is nothing of the kind. It 
was the transgression of a strict com- 
mand, “Thou shalt not eat . . .” that 
brought the woe and death. And while 
the love of God is manifested in all 
that God does, for it is impossible for 
Him to act without love’s entering into 
the action, we must not suppose that 
any creature of God has even the re- 
motest idea of that love. 

God even says that the unsaved man 
does not know that the goodness of 
God is set forth as that which should 
lead a man to repentance (Rom. 2:4). 
Man doesn’t even think of the goodness 
of God, “but after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart treasurest up unto thy- 
self wrath against the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God” (Rom. 2:5). 

The writer then says, “It is written 
that God cursed the ground for man’s 
sake. The thorn and the» thistle—the 
difficulties and trials that make his life 
one of toil and care—were appointed 
for his good, as a part of the training 
needful in God’s plan for his uplifting 
from the ruin and degradation that 
sin has wrought.” There isn’t the re- 
motest part of truth in that last sen- 
tence. The first sentence is true be- 
cause it announces the fact that: God 
cursed the ground for man’s sake. But 
the second sentence is a tissue of lies. 
There isn’t a thing in nature that can 
lead a man to grace. Man is dead in 
trespasses and sins. The only thing 
that can bring any man out of that 
death is the work of grace in the heart 
which is begun by God without respect 
to what the man is or has been, and 
that is only on the basis of God’s sov- 
ereign grace that wills to work grace 
in an ungodly heart. 

There is much more in the same 
vein, but the discerning child of God 
will not have to have each line torn 


(Continued on page 42) 























WHY GIVE TO 


There are always those who want to 
know why we should contribute to for- 
eign missionary work. “Is there not 
enough to do at home?” they ask. 
“Why then send money to foreign 
fields?” There are several reasons, 
and I am going to enumerate them 
one by one. I want to ask you, if you 
will, to give them your most prayerful 
consideration. 

May I ask you to turn to Proverbs, 
the eleventh chapter, verses twenty- 
four and twenty-five? These verses 
read as follows: “There is that scat- 
tereth, and yet increaseth; and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul 
shall be made fat: and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself.” 

Searching words, these, but true, 
nevertheless. It is possible to scatter 
what you have and still have more, 
whereas if you try to keep it, you will 
have less. The men who invested their 
talents doubled them, but the one who 
hid his lost it. “The liberal soul shall 
be made fat : and he that watereth shall 
be watered also himself.” 

First of all, I have discovered that 
missionary churches are the only really 
progressive churches. In other words, 
“the light that shines farthest, shines 
brightest nearest home.” Show me a 
church on fire for souls in the foreign 
field and I will show you a church on 
fire for souls at home. Show me a 
church that contributes generously to 
the regions beyond and I will show 
you a church that has solved its finan- 
cial problems here at home. 

When I was in Palestine, I traveled 
from Jerusalem down the Jericho road. 
I passed the ruins of the ancient city 
of Jericho and went on to the Jordan 
River where Jesus was baptized. I 
wanted to swim across the Jordan at 
that point, and I did so. Then I con- 
tinued on to the Dead Sea where I had 
another swim. Traveling north, I came 
at length to the Sea of Galilee and 
there, too, I indulged in a swim. As I 
stood on the shore, I thought of the dif- 
ference between the two bodies of wa- 
ter; one, the Sea of Galilee, teeming 
with life; the other, the Dead Sea, stag- 
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nant and lifeless. “Why,” I asked my- 
self, “the difference?” 

The Dead Sea takes in and takes in, 
but it never gives out; hence, it is 
stagnant. The Sea of Galilee takes in, 
but it also gives out; hence, it is filled 
with life; and its water is fresh. 

There you have a perfect illustration 
of the missionary church and the 
church that is not interested in mis- 
sions. The latter takes in, but it uses 
everything on itself. It never gives out. 
Hence, it is filled with all sorts of loath- 
some things, like a stagnant pool— 
criticism, gossip, fault-finding, divi- 
sion, and strife. The missionary 
church takes in, but it also gives 
out. Hence it is alive and aggressive 
and God’s blessing rests upon it. 

The same is true of the individual. 
The one who keeps everything for him- 
self and refuses to share it with others, 
becomes a stagnant pool, a Dead Sea, a 
blessing to no one. The one who in- 
vests in foreign missionary work, is 
living an abundant life. It is for us to 
decide whether our lives are to be sym- 
bolized by the Dead Sea or the Sea of 
Galilee. 

You are laying up treasure either in 
Heaven or upon earth. God’s com- 
mand is: “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal: But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in Heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal (Mt. 6:19, 20). Everything 
you have, you must ultimately lose 
Everything you invest in the souls of 
men, you will save. You are going to 
enter Heaven either a pauper, having 
sent nothing on ahead, or as one who 
is to receive an inheritance, made pos- 
sible by contributions laid up while 
still upon earth. 

It reminds me of a story of a very 
wealthy woman and her coachman. She 
was expecting a mansion in Heaven, 
but she was led past the mansions to 
a humble little place of abode. Upon 
inquiring as to the owner of one of the 
mansions, she was told that her coach- 
man was to live there. When she ex- 
pressed amazement and disappoint- 
ment, she was informed that he had 
been sending up materials all his life- 
time by investing his money in the 
souls of men, especially in foreign 








lands; but that she had sent up almost 
nothing and that they had been forced 
to do the best they could with the ma- 
terial they had. 

Some of us are getting on in life. 
We have a very short time left in which 
to lay up treasure in Heaven. We had 
better start now or it will be too late. 
Everything we can send on ahead will 
wait our arrival and we will receive it 
back, with dividends. 

If you are going to show Jesus how 
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MISSIONS? 
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much you love Him, you will have to 
do it in a practical way. Love means 
sacrifice. Love finds expression in 
works. It is not enough to say you 
love Him; you must prove it. You can 
prove it by the investment you make; 
by your sacrifice for others; by your 
efforts to give the Gospel to those in 
heathen lands. He wants something 
more than a testimony. “Faith without 
works is dead.” The same is true of 
love. If you love Him, you will share 
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what you have with those who know 
Him not, in order that they, too, may 
be brought to Him. 

I was holding a campaign in the 
Covenant Church, Minneapolis. One 
night at the close of my service, a 
well-dressed business man approached 
the pulpit and shook hands with me. 
I did not know him. 

“Dr. Smith,” he said, “I owe you 
everything I have in life.” I looked at 
him in amazement. Then he told me 
this story. 

“T was down and out,” he began. “I 
had lost my job. My wife and two 
daughters had left me. I was dressed 
in rags. One day I happened to stroll 
into The Peoples Church during one 
of your Missionary Conventions. You 
were speaking, and you were making 
some of the most astounding state- 
ments I had ever heard in my life. You 
were saying, ‘You cannot beat God 
giving. Give and it shall be given 
unto you. Square with God and God 
will square with you.’ I sat up and 
listened. 

“Just to test your sincerity,” he con- 
tinued, “I filled in one of your cards, 
promising to give God a certain per- 
centage of all He might give me. That, 
of course, was easy because I had noth- 
ing. To my amazement, within a few 
hours, I got a job. When I received my 
first pay, I sent in the amount I had 
promised. Before long I got a raise. 
Then I contributed more. Soon I had 
a new suit of clothes. In due time I 
got a better job. Presently my wife 
and daughters came back to me. I con- 
tinued giving. Before long, all my 
debts were paid. Now,” he exclaimed, 
“T own my own home here in Min- 
neapolis and I have money in the 
bank. All that I owe to you. I found 
that you were right. I discovered that 
God was as good as His Word.” 

My friend, do you want to know 
God’s secret of prosperity? You will 
find it in the example of the man 
whose story I have told. “Give and it 
shall be given unto you.” To get, you 
must give. God, I say, will be no man’s 
debtor. 

Well do I remember the days of the 
depression. Hundreds of men came to 
the church office. for help. . Several 
times I questioned them. Not one of 
them was ever able to say that he had 
squared with God during days of pros- 


perity. God looks after those who re- 
member Him. “Them that honor Me, 
I will honor.” You had better square 
up with God now in these days of pros- 
perity or you, too, may be standing in 
a breadline when adversity strikes 
again. I know of no better way to in- 
vest for God than by giving systema- 
tically to foreign missionary work. 

Is money an end in itself; or is it 
merely a means to an end? If it is an 
end in itself, then you are not seeking 
to extend God’s kingdom. So far as 
the Christian is concerned, money 
should be only a means to an end. If 
I were a business man, I would work 
hard. I would earn as much as I could. 
And if I could earn more than I needed 
for myself and those dependent upon 
me, I would have a missionary in 
China.’ If I could earn still more, I 
would have another in Africa and then 
one in India, and so on. I would make 
money a means to an end; and I would 
make the end the getting out of the 
Gospel, especially in the regions be- 
yond. I would line up with God in His 
program for world evangelism. Then 
I could expect His richest blessing. 
Are you, my friend, earning money for 
yourself or for God’s work? What end 
have you in view? 

A great many people have an idea 
that they can will their money to mis- 
sions and that they will then be en- 
titled to a reward. Do you know that 
God never promises a reward for those 
who give away their money after they 
are dead and gone? Why should they 
be rewarded for that which they cannot 
help doing? God says very definitely 
that we are rewarded for “the deeds 
done in the body.” In other words, we 
are rewarded only for what we do 
while we are still alive. 

I want to know what my money is 
doing. I would not want to will it to 
missions and then have my relatives 
fight over it after I had gone, and 
lawyers get the most of it. I want to 
be sure that it goes now for the things 
in which I am interested. I want to 
give it, year by year, while I am still 
alive. Otherwise, I know there will be 
no reward. 

Do you know the meaning of sacri- 
fice? I will never forget a little girl by 
the name of Grace. She was saved in 
Dale Presbyterian Church when I was 
in my twenties. Her heart was in In- 
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dia. One day her mother told her she 
was going to buy her a new top coat. 
The one she was wearing was thread- 
bare. She had worn it for six years. 
But Grace begged her mother to give 
her the money, stating that she could 
wear her old coat for one more winter. 
Her mother did so and Grace sent it to 
her missionaries in India. 

Before I left Dale, Grace was taken 
ill. On her deathbed she made her 
mother promise to sell all her clothes, 
such as they were, and send whatever 
she got to India. The mother, with 
tears in her eyes, promised. I would 
like to be standing somewhere near the 
throne when Grace gets her reward. 
Her heart was in India and her money 
followed her heart, regardless of the 
sacrifice. Do you, my friend, know 
anything about that kind of sacrifice? 

Never will I forget my first faith- 
promise. I had just become pastor of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Tabernacle in Toronto and a mission- 
ary convention was in progress. I sat 
on the platform. Presently an usher 
came up to me and handed me a card. 
I looked at it. “In dependence upon 
God, I will endeavor to give toward the 
missionary work, etc., etc.” I said, 
“Lord, I cannot give anything. I am 
only earning $25.00 a week and I have 
a wife ‘and child to keep and the war 
is on. Prices are sky high. I do not 
have two cents to rub against each 
other at the end of the week. How can 
I give?” 

~ You see, I had never given in a sys- 

tematic way. When I gave a cash of- 
fering of a dollar or two, sometimes 
five dollars, to missions, I really 
thought I was giving; but to make a 
faith-promise and to give systematical- 
ly, week by week—that was foreign to 
me. 
Presently, I felt that as pastor I must 
set an example. I simply had to do 
something. I prayed. “Lord,” I said, 
“T have nothing to give. What am I 
going to do?” Immediately the Lord 
seemed to speak to me. “I am not 
asking you for what you have. I am 
asking you for a faith-promise. How 
much can you trust Me for?” In a mo- 
ment I saw it. “Oh,” I said, “that’s dif- 
ferent! How much can I trust Thee 
for?” 

I thought that perhaps I might be 
able to trust Him for $5.00 or possibly 
for even $10.00. Suddenly He seemed 
to speak again. “Fifty dollars,” He 
said. I was startled. “Fifty dollars!” 
I exclaimed. “Why, I have never heard 
of giving such a sum. How could I 
ever give $50.00?” But still the im- 
pression remained. It was to be $50.00. 
With trembling hand I filled in the 
card and signed my name. 


I wish I could tell you of ‘the joy 


12 Before there was ever a sinner to sin there was a Saviour to save. 


that was mine as, month by month, I 
prayed for the necessary amount. How 
I got it I do not know. All I know is 
that God sent it in, and that by the 
end of the year I had paid the $50.00 
in full. 

So great was the blessing, that next 
year I doubled the amount and the 
year after I doubled that amount. Then 
I doubled the amount again; and year 
by year, for these last twenty-six years, 
it has been my joy to make a definite 
investment at the Annual Convention 
for Missions. Thus I have been en- 


abled to contribute many thousands — 


of dollars by giving consistently and 
systematically, year by year, as God 
has prospered me. 

What I am asking you to do I have 
done myself. I know something of the 
joy of giving. I know what it means 
to invest for God. “I have seen the 
vision, and for self I cannot live. Life 
is less than worthless till my all I give.” 
It is not, how much of my money will 
I give to God; but, how much of God’s 
money will I keep for myself? I have 
discovered that “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” My friends, you 
are missing one of the greatest bless- 
ings of your life if you are not giving 
to missions. 

How can the Board know how many 
missionaries to accept for support un- 
less you make out a faith-promise? 
You are not behind the world-wide 
missionary policy of your church if 
you do not cooperate in the program. 
To give when you feel like it instead 
of making a definite prayer-promise 
does not require faith. I never nomi- 
nate a man for office in the church un- 
less he has made out a faith-promise 
and thereby proved that he is back of 
the program. Those who tell me they 
do not believe in pledges because they 
do not want their left hand to know 
what their right hand does are cer- 
tainly telling the truth. They give so 
little that their right hand would be 
ashamed to let their left hand know. 
Beware, my friend, lest you stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ with 
a large bank account that should have 
been invested in missions. How will 
you explain it? 

Suppose a child should fall into a 
well, who would get the reward for the 
child’s rescue, the one who held the 
rope and lowered the other to the bot- 
tom, or both? God says they will share 
alike. The one who stands at the top 
and makes it possible for the other to 
go down into the well in order that the 
child may be rescued, is just as much 
entitled to the reward as the one who 
goes down. You may not be able to 
go down; you may never see the for- 
eign field, but you can hold the rope. 
You can make it possible for someone 





else to go. You can send a substitute; 
and if you do, if you give your money, 
your reward will be just ‘as great as 
the reward of those who actually go. 

Everyone must be in the bucket 
brigade. You may not be the one who 
throws the water on the fire at the end 
of the line; you may be somewhere in 
the center passing the bucket. Or you 
may be dipping up the water. The 
question is, are you in the line? Do 
you belong to the bucket brigade? Are 
you doing something? Or are you 
merely a spectator? Our motto must 
be: “Every Christian a Missionary.” 

You can give as an individual. You 
can give as a pastor. You can give as 
an evangelist. I know of no one who 
can do more for missions than an 
evangelist. His is a golden opportunity. 
In every campaign he holds, he can 
raise money for missions. His is a 
tremendous responsibility. His love of- 
ferings can be love offerings for the 
regions beyond. 

Oh, that he could know the joy of 
it! And how God would bless his min- 
istry! Criticism would be gone. Com- 
mercialized evangelism would never be 
mentioned. Tens of thousands of dol- 
lars could be raised, hundreds of mis- 
sionaries supported, and a work done 
for God that would resound around the 
world. When I held my campaigns in 
Australia, I brought back over six 
thousand dollars for missions. 


I also appeal to the pastor. He, too, 
can give, for he can make his church a 
missionary church by teaching his peo- 
ple to contribute to the greatest work 
in the world. It is for him to lead; 
they will follow. What a ministry! 
God help us not to fail! 


But when you give, make sure you 
do not give to help spread modernism. 
Select evangelical societies where every 
missionary is true to the Word of God, 
and is out for souls. So many stand 
for the christianization of the world. 
Bible Christians believe in the evangeli- 
zation of the world. 


There are those who emphasize the 
by-products of Christianity—educa- 
tion, social uplift, hospitalization, etc. 
We believe in putting the Gospel first. 
It is not our business to educate the 
heathen. You should see that your 
money goes where it will do the kind 
of work you believe in. You should 
support only those missionaries that 
accept the Bible as the Word of God, 


and are out to evangelize. 


Give to the Societies where the over- 
head is low. Make sure that most of 
what you give gets to the field. In- 
quire until you are satisfied. You have 
a right to know where your money is 
going, and how it is being used. At 

(Continued on page 41) 
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A Whrdow on the Werb 


There is honor among thieves, but what does it 
amount to? A man hired to guard a house in 
Omaha was arrested while looting the house next 
door. When police asked if he had also looted the 
house he was guarding, he replied, “That wouldn’t 
be honorable.” 

If men were saved according to their own stand- 
ards of righteousness there would be chaos indeed, 
and Heaven would be full of it. According to James 
2:10 the man really looted both houses, and at the 
same time was guilty of all other crimes in the 
docket. 


On March 14th the House Committee on 
Education and Labor rejected the Thomas 
bill that had already passed the Senate. The 
bill would have granted $314,500,000 to 
schools, part of which would have gone to the 
Roman Catholic Church. Eternal vigilance is 
the price of liberty and we can be sure that 
the matter will be brought up again and 
again by Rome. Ministerial bodies and church 
conventions will do well to watch all pending 
legislation and seek to hold congressmen in 
line on every vote that comes up that would 
place Rome at the trough of public money. 


A most important document has been signed by 
the Government of Poland and the Council of Bish- 
ops of the Roman Catholic Church in Poland. The 
announcement of the agreement, made by the Joint 
Commission of the Polish Government and the Epis- 
copate, stated that the Bishops had agreed to recog- 
nize that the Pope’s position as highest authority in 
the Catholic Church related “only to questions of 
faith, morals and church jurisdiction.” In all other 
questions the Polish Bishops “will be guided by the 
interests of the Polish state.” 

Under the agreement the Government does not 
intend to restrict the present state of religious in- 
struction in the schools, and programs for such in- 
struction will be worked out by the Joint Commis- 
sion. The agreement imposed upon the Polish 
Church the obligation to “counteract the misuse of 
religious feelings for anti-state purposes” and “to 
fight the criminal activities of underground bands.” 
The church also agreed “to support efforts directed 
at the preservation of peace and to oppose tenden- 
cies working for the preparation of a new war.” The 
Polish Press Agency, which made the agreement, 
stated that the Bishops had agreed to call on the 
clergy to “teach the faithful within the exercise of 
their priestly activity, to respect the law and the 
state authority and to increase their efforts towards 
the nation’s reconstruction and greater national 
well-being.” 

The Bishops also declared the view that “the re- 
covered territories (seized from Germany) should 
belong to Poland forever.” On this understanding 
the Bishops agreed to ask the Vatican to change 
residential bishoprics into permanent bishoprics. 
The Bishops also agreed to oppose any efforts of the 
German Roman Catholic Bishops towards a revi- 
sion of territorial status quo. The Bishops agreed to 
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“condemn and punish, according to canon law,” 
any clergy who take part in underground activities 
against the State. 

This is a most important document. It represents 
a complete surrender of the Roman Catholic posi- 
tion, and the acknowledgment that the pressure of 
the Soviet Government has made the Roman Clergy 
in Poland an arm of the Polish state. If we know 
anything at all about Roman Catholic procedure, 
the Catholic doctrine of binding and loosing will 
make the Bishops’ signatures not binding upon them 
before the Vatican (and supposedly before God), 
and they will proceed to do exactly as they please. 
Henceforth the only crime will be that of being 
caught. It will be necessary for the church to dis- 
avow those that are caught, but others will step into 
the gap and take their places. 

We wrote the above paragraph on the day the 
newspaper account appeared. The editors of the 
New York Times had considered it first page news 
and had given it two-column headlines. We believe 
that it is important enough to print for the informa- 
tion of our readers, even though, twenty-four hours 
later, the Vatican in Rome issued a denial of the 
agreement. Knowing Rome and its workings we 
would not be surprised that the Bishops, under in- 
structions from Rome, agreed with the Polish Gov- 
ernment that a denial should be issued from the 
Vatican for consumption in the Western nations, 
and the Poles agreed to make no mention of the 
denial in the Polish press. The fact that there has 
been no outcry from Poland against the Vatican 
statement strongly suggests that the deal was car- 
ried out in this way. 


How wrong men can be who refuse the 
plain declarations of the Word of God is illus- 
trated by a recent quatrain by Irwin Edman. 
Under the title Rueful Reflections, he writes: 

The H-bomb may destroy the human race, 

A prospect quite disquieting to face; 

Small cheer, alas, that when the deed is done 

No one—but no one!—will blame anyone. 
The H-bomb cannot destroy the human race. 
The disposal of both the wheat and the tares 
is left to the angels of the Lord. They will do 
the separating (Mt. 13:40-43), and the Lord 
will have a lot of blame to put upon the un- 
regenerate and even some rewards for some 
of His own, who, at the best, are unprofitable 
servants. 


Representative Hugo S. Sims, Jr., of South Caro- 
lina, said recently: “An education bill is not the 
place to settle the question of separation of church 
and state. If we are going into that, we should 
spell out what we want to say in a constitutional 
amendment.” Quite correct, for the first half. But 
in an education bill we must say that we don’t 
want to give money to any church system of schools; 
and there is no need of any amendment, for the sep- 
aration of church and state is already an American 
principle. 
(Continued on page 33) 


Christianity is the life of God in the soul of man. 
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The Strength of the Name 


By G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 


Life is full of strain and 
stress. Sooner or later we all 
come to the consciousness of 
this fact. The illustrative fig- 
ures of the inspired Scriptures 
all remind us of this fact. 

Life is described as a race, 
for the running of which it is 
necessary that we should lay 
aside all weights, and forget- 
ting the things we pass, as 
soon as they are passed, with 
eyes earnestly fixed upon the 
goal, so run that we may ob- 
tain. 

Or life is described as a 
voyage, and the suggestion is 
that of the need the mariner 
has for skill and constant 
watchfulness, that he may 
escape the perils of rocks and 
the sand banks and shoals. 

Or life is described as a bat- 
tle in which the warrior must 
be fully panoplied and pre- 
pared to stand, and to with- 
stand, in order that, having 
done all, he may stand. 

Or life is considered as a 
great problem, full of per- 
seme in which every day 

rings its new amazement, 
and all the way is a way in which the pilgrim passes 
through mystery and into mystery. 

All these figures suggest the strain and stress of life. 

There come to every one of us, sooner or later, days 
when strength is weakened. These are the days of 
disaster or victory in human life, the days in which we 
find that of ourselves and in ourselves we are unequal 
to navigating the vessel, to prosecuting the battle to 
finality, to discovering the way along which we should 
walk, and to continuing therein in spite of difficulty. 
The day when we have to say we cannot is a day of 
disaster or a day of victory, and whether disaster or 
victory depends entirely upon whether or not we be- 
lieve our text, and have entered into the full meaning 
of its profound and comforting suggestiveness. “The 
name of Jehovah is a strong tower: The righteous 
runneth into it, and is set on high.” 

Shall we first remind ourselves of the forces that are 
against us, in order that we may then consider what 
this text suggests as to the place of safety, in order that 
we may finally consider the proofs of safety. 

Of the forces that have been and still are against us, 
the first are mystic and strange, and not perfectly under- 
stood; they are spiritual antagonisms. We have been 
conscious in the midst of life of the sudden assaults of 
evil. We deny absolutely that they came from within. 


14 Doubts cannot live long in the presence of Christ. 





“The name of Jehovah is a strong tower: 
The righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” 


They were not part of our- 
selves. We do not believe that 
they came from God, but we 
are quite sure of the assaults. 
Over and over again we are 
made conscious, whatever our 
philosophy may be, that there 
are spiritual forces, insidious 
and subtle, which suggest 
evil; and we,are appalled by 
the overwhelming strength of 
these spiritual antagonisms. 

Or, to speak of these things 
as they are personified ac- 
cording to Scripture, we have 
to take our way through life 
perpetually antagonized by 
one who has been described 
as “seeking whom he may de- 
vour,” one who finds his way 
into the immediate presence 
of God, there to slander and 
to ask permission to test us 
that he may sift us as wheat. 
The revelation of the antag- 
onism of the evil spirit flames 
into supreme revelation in 
the book of Job, and espe- 
cially in one very remarkable 
sentence in that book, where 
it is said that God inquires of 
him, “Hast thou considered 
My servant Job?” “Hast thou considered?” The ques- 
tion reveals an enemy who is patiently watching— 
watching for the weakest place in the chain, that there 
he may attempt to break it; watching for the least 
guarded door in the citadel of man-soul, that there he 
may force an entrance. 

But there are other forces against us. The age in 
which we live is full of things that hinder us in our 
attempt to live the godly life. Let me name one or 
two of them. First, there is the fact that men are so 
eminently. successful without God. That may sound a 
strange thing to say. The preacher is always denying it, 
and there is a sense in which we shall continue to deny 
it. But it is impossible for the man of business, who is 
attempting to be a godly man, to look out upon his age 
without seeing how marvelously well men seem to get 
on without God. 

Or there is the problem of the long continued victory 
of evil in the world, the fact that time after time, when 
it seems as though morning were breaking, it suddenly 
darkens into midnight. 

Then there is the problem of universal pain, the 
problem that floods me with letters, which I am always 
in amazed difficulty as to how to answer. 

These are among the things that make life strenuous, 
and create the sense of strain, and demand some place 
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of quietness and some place of peace. 

_ Or, again, we have to do with the persistence of the 
self-life. I often feel that the enemy I dread most is 
not the Devil, not the problems by which I am sur- 
rounded, but myself. The reappearance of the self-life 
is perpetual. Immediately a man thinks he has gained 
a victory over it, mastered it, it garbs itself in other vest- 
ments, and appears anew. 

And then there are the sorrows of life, the bereave- 
ments that come to us, the empty places in the home, 
the hope deferred that makes the heart sick, the dis- 
appointments that crush the spirit in personal friend- 
ships, the hour in which a man has to say: “Yea, mine 
own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat 
my bread, Hath lifted up his heel against me.” There 
are some of the forces against us. Individually they 
defeat us; unitedly they destroy us. 

Now what are we to do? It is in the midst of a book 
that is full of the revelation of these contrary forces, a 
book that recognizes the spiritual antagonisms, that this 
wonderful verse flames out. It seems to be very much 
alone in this chapter of Proverbs. Yet there is a wonder- 
ful fitness that this verse is put down into the midst of 
words that seem to have no connection with it. Into 
the chaos it comes with its suggestion of cosmos, into 
the darkness with its flaming light, into a sob and a sigh 
with its song. “The name of Jehovah is a strong tower: 
The righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” 

Let us attempt to interpret the meaning of this text 
by the book, because the name of Jehovah is related to 
the whole of the old economy. I pray you remember 
the use these Hebrew people made of that name, the 
fact that they never pronounced it as we pronounce it, 
the fact that they never wrote it in fullness, so that they 
have created for us unto this hour a difficulty as to what 
the full name really was. On all the pages of their 
ancient Scriptures this particular name stands, revealed 
by four consonants, with no vowels, indicating a rever- 
ent reticence in the pronunciation of a name so full 
of rich suggestiveness.. And remember, moreover, that 
as you study these Old Testament Scriptures, you never 
find this name linked with any qualifying or distin- 
guishing adjective. You never read, the Jehovah, or my 
Jehovah, or the living Jehovah. The Adonahy, the 
Lord; my Elohim, my God; the living Elohim, the liv- 
ing God; but never the, my, or the living Jehovah. 

It always stands alone as the tetragrammaton, four 
consonants from which the light seems to break. There 
was a singular reverence and reticence in the use of the 
name, and yet it was the very center of the Hebrew 
religion, and the measure in which these people rose 
to any heights of religious life was the measure in 
which they saw the light of that name, and took their 
refuge in its signification, and were made strong by all 
it said to them. 

I know the difficulty of interpretation, but I do not 
hesitate to adopt the interpretation that it means the 
Becoming One—that is, the One who becomes to His 
people all they need. It suggests the adaptation of In- 
finite Being to finite being, in order to the strengthen- 
ing of finite being with all the strength of Infinite 
Being. If it is difficult to follow that line, and to dis- 
cover the mystery of the tetragrammaton, then let us 
turn to the name as it is illustrated for us in the Old 
Testament, in five pictures. 

The first is that of Abraham on a mountain with 
Isaac. The second is of Moses on a mountain. In the 
valley are the hosts that he has led from Egypt's slavery 
engaged in deadly conflict with Amaiek. Moses’ hands 
are lifted in prayer, and while they are so lifted Israel 


June 1950 


prevails, and when they faint and droop Amalek pre- 
vails. The third is the picture of Gideon, the peaceful 
farmer, suddenly called to national service, commanded 
to gather an army and to strike a blow that shall break 
the power of Midian. The fourth is a picture of a 
prophet in prison—Jeremiah, exercising a ministry in 
which there is no gleam of hope as to immediate re- 
sult; knowing this from the commencement, and be- 
coming more profoundly conscious of it as he con- 
tinues, until at last he is in prison, and in the prison 
house he is singing a song of hope. And the last is the 
picture of yet another prophet, an exile from his own 
land, by the River Chebar—Ezekiel, looking through 
all the clouds and the darkness by which he is sur- 
rounded, ever through and through until there breaks 
upon his astonished vision the ultimate realization of 
all for which he has long hoped. 

We know the pictures: Abraham on Moriah; Moses 
on the mountain, with hands uplifted while Amalek 
fights Israel; Gideon acting to set his people free from 
Midianitish oppression; Jeremiah in the midst of utter 
failure, the prophet of failure; and Ezekiel in exile by 
the river banks. 

Now all these men knew the meaning of my text, and 
knew it in one particular way in each case. In connec- 
tion with these five pictures I find the name illustrated. 
Abraham on Moriah said; “Jehovan-Jireh.” Moses on 
the mountain said, “Jehovah-Nissi.” Gideon facing the 
conflict said, “Jehovah-Shalom.” Jeremiah in the dun- 
geon heard the word, “Jehovah-Tsidkenu.” And Ezekiel 
by the river said as the last thing in his prophecy, 
““Jehovah-Shammah.” 

Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord will see and provide. Jeho- 
van-Nissi, the Lord our banner. Jehovan-Shalom, the 
Lord our peace. Jehovah-Tsidkenu, the Lord our 
righteousness. Jehovah-Shammah, the Lord is there. 

In these pictures I find an interpretation of the mean- 
ing of my text which is full of value. “The name of 
the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into 
it, and is safe.” 

In the case of Abraham we have an illustration of 
the obedience of faith in extremity. And by extremity 
I mean that he had come to the last test of his faith. 
Faith had been tried and tested and proved through all 
the years, but this was the final test. “Take now thy 
son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac.” All 
the promises of God were to be fulfilled in and through 
Isaac, and there was no other way in sight. Neverthe- 
less, this man, in the hour of faith’s stern and awful 
and overwhelming extremity, found the tower of refuge 
a place of strength, a high rock pinnacle where he was 
set above the stress and strain. “Jehovah-Jireh” means, 
quite literally, the Lord will see; but inferentially, and 
by intention, the Lord will provide. There is not a 
great distance between seeing and providing, vision and 
provision. Provision is the outcome of vision; and this 
man, when the command was given, and the altar was 
prepared, and he was at the end of everything upon 
which he had been leaning, did not say, I cannot see; 
but he said, God can see; and thus he ran into the 
tower of refuge. The Divine vision and agony was 
the place of strength to a man when his faith was 
obedient to the very last extremity of its testing. 

Again, the picture of Moses upon the mountain is 
that of the conflict of faith. The hour had come when 
the men of faith, who had been redeemed because of 
their belief in him who had endured because he had 
seen Him who is invisible, were gathered in conflict; 
and in the conflict Moses knew that everything de- 


(Continued on page 39) 


The only joy in this sad world is in the hearts of glad Christians. 15 
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IMPOSSIBLE TO BEAT GOD 
GIVING 

It is impossible to beat God giving. 
He will never remain in debt to any 
man. We have had this old truth il- 
lustrated to us afresh by a letter from 
a subscriber who tells us he has been 
one of our readers since 1932. 

A sizable check had come for our 
radio fund, one hundred dollars, to be 
exact, and we had written the man to 
thank him. His letter of response is 
of great interest. “To make you better 
understand my giving,” he writes, “and 
not to boast as to my part in it, I will 
explain my financial program. I began 
tithing in 1919, and somehow, I was 
led to promise the Lord if I ever ac- 
cumulated enough so that the income 
would keep us at the standard of living 
we were accustomed to, I would not 
save another cent. I would give all my 
income over and above my living and 
whatever was deemed necessary to help 
my children get started in life. Need- 
less to say, the Lord blessed me and 
honored my purpose so that a few 
years ago I reached that point in my 
financial career.” 

The writer then lists the causes and 
amounts of his giving in a year, ask- 
ing us to comment as to the faithful- 
ness and worthiness of the causes. We 
added up the totals and found that it 
amounted to $8,125. for the year 1948! 
He continues, “It really staggers my 
mind when I realize how much the 
Lord has given me. I just iooked up 
the amounts and found that I have 
been able to give between fifty and 


sixty thousand dollars since I started” 


tithing. In all this I have tried to be 
careful and not increase my, living 
standards too much at the Lord’s ex- 
pense.” 

Here is a twentieth century illustra- 
tion of the Bible truth that if we obey 
God’s commands concerning our pos- 
sessions He will open up the windows 
of Heaven and pour out such a blessing 
that there will not be room enough to 
receive it (Mal. 3:10). 


TELEVISION 


Almost ten years ago we wrote an 
editorial concerning the coming of tele- 
vision, and pointed out that it would 
bring problems into the home that 
Christian parents would have to face. 

A generation ago the lines were 
drawn: a Christian did not dance, play 
cards or go to the theater. Then the 
movies came and the jazz age, and 
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there began to be a breakdown of pub- 
lic morals. 

Now television is here. Now one can 
watch semi-nudities and crimes in the 
parlor. Canada has just outlawed 
presentation of crime in the comics. 


Up to two years’ imprisonment is pro- _ 


vided for any one who “makes, prints, 
publishes, distributes, sells” or pos- 


sesses “for any such purpose” a comic 


which “exclusively or substantially - 


comprises matter depicting pictorially 
the commission of crimes, real or fic- 
titious.” 

If the same thing doesn’t happen to 
television there will be another great 
upswing in crime. Christians should 
censor what the eyes of their children 
look at just as they censor the spots 
on the sidewalk where the young are 
to walk. There are puddles and filth 
in comics and television as well as on 
the streets. 

Wayne Coy, chairman of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, dis- 
cussing off-color humor on video pro- 
grams, recently commented: “The boy 
who used to express himself with chalk 
on a wall is now provided with a tele- 
vision screen.” 


FORGIVING OTHERS 


In all the years we have been editing 
our magazine we have never written 
an editorial on the necessity of for- 
giving others who wrong us. The rea- 
son for the neglect is that in early life 
we sought to become totally impervious 
to criticism, except to analyze it and 
take what we could from it for profit 
and growth. 

While yet in our teens we heard a 
sermon on Paul’s statement, “But with 
me it is a very small thing that I 
should be judged of you, or of man’s 
judgment: yea, I judge not mine own 
self. For I know nothing by myself; 
yet am I not hereby justified: but He 
that judgeth me is the Lord. Therefore 
judge nothing before the time, untii 
the Lord come, who both will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness, 
and will make manifest the counsels of 
the hearts: and then shall every man 
have praise of God” (1 Cor. 4:3-5). 
We know that we have even been criti- 
cized for being unworried about criti- 
cism. We believe, nevertheless, that 
such is to be the Christian’s attitude. 

Holding any bitterness against any 
soul, saved or unsaved, is as totally 
foreign to our way of thinking as 


Make use of time if you value eternity. 





would be the thought of getting drunk. 
It simply never enters into our mind. 
Thus, we have never written an edi- 
torial on the subject. 

You can imagine, perhaps, therefore, 
the amazement and horror—it is not 
too strong a word—that came to our 
mind when we heard the following in- 
cident. 

An elderly woman, Mrs. X, had a 
daughter, Miss X, who had a close 
friend, Miss Y. The latter two are 
mature Christian women. It appears 
that many years ago, perhaps fifteen 
or twenty, Miss Y made an indiscreet 
statement concerning the mother in a 
letter to Miss X; the letter was read by 
the mother. From that time, Mrs. X 
never permitted Miss Y to come into 
her home. Now the home was also the 
home of her daughter, Miss X, who 
was the major support of it and who, 
out of deference to her mother, re- 
spected her wish. The two Christian 
friends therefore constantly met out- 
side of the home. 

Within a few days we spoke to Mrs. 
X, pointed out the necessity of Chris- 
tian forgiveness, suggesting that she 
show the Christian spirit and invite 
Miss Y to her home for dinner. We 
repeat that we were horrified when we 
heard the reply, “Oh, I have forgiven 
her but she can stay in her own place.” 

Our Lord said, “When ye pray, say 
. . . Forgive us our sins; for we also 
forgive every one that is indebted to 
us” (Luke 11:2-4). Forgiveness with- 
out forgetting is like vultures feeding 
on a dead carcass until even the breath 
of prayer smells of the putrid thing. 

When the Lord said, “If ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Mt. 6:15). This does not mean that 
a sin will remain to the account of 
the believer in a sense that could keep 
him from Heaven, but it does mean 
that the terrible sin of unforgiveness is 
a blot and blight upon our Christian 
life that can rob us of the joy of the 
Lord. It can block the free flow of 
communion with our Lord and can 
embitter all of the relationships of life. 

Will you, right now, take a piece of 
paper and jot down the names of the 
people you like least and then ask your- 
self why you have felt thus toward 
them? Generally you will discover that 
your pride fancies that it has been 
wounded by the offender. Then turn 
to the Lord and ask His richest bless- 
ing upon these people. 

You will find that a double blessing 
of God comes to you when you ask 
that He bless those who may truly have 
offended you. Never forget that “the 
Lord turned the captivity of Job, when 
he prayed for his friends: also the 
Lord gave Job twice as much as he had 


before” (Job 42:10). 
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GUEST OR OWNER? 


There is a great deal of difference 
between the position of a guest and 
that of the host. The guest necessarily 
enjoys his status only while he is a 
guest. The owner is owner wherever 
he is. 

The Christian is far more than a 
guest with God. The Lord said to His 
disciples, “Henceforth I call you not 
servants; for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth; but I have called 
you friends” (John 15:15). That is a 
wonderful position, an inestimable 
step above the position of a servant, 
but it did not stop there. It carried 
with it new privileges, and a new 
knowledge, since the verse continues, 
“for all things that I have heard of 
My Father I have made known unto 
you.” 

From this position of friend we have 
been exalted to the position of a son 
by the divine begetting. “Of His own 
will begat He us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits 
of His creatures” (Jas. 1:18). And 
avain, “Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God” 
(1 John 3:1). 

But the promotion does not stop 
there. A son in a household sometimes 
has less privileges than some of the 
servants, especially in his younger 
years. In fact, God says, “the heir, as 
long as he is a child, differeth nothing 
from a servant, though he be lord of 
all; but is under tutors and governors 
until the time appointed of the father” 
(Gal. 4:1, 2). Our Father has made 
the provision that we should be mani- 
fested as responsible heirs. We have 
been begotten as sons, and we have 
also been adopted as sons. The adoptio 
in Roman law was not akin to our 
American practice of the adoption of 
another’s child by foster parents, but 
rather the manifestation of a begotten 
son to the place of public responsibility 
in the affairs of the adopting father. 

The adopted son has the rights, priv- 
ileges and position of the owner. “All 
things are yours; whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come; all are yours; and ye 
are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 
Cor. 3:21-23). 

The guest may have enjoyed a week 
end on a beautiful estate, and in the 
following days, in the midst of the heat 
of the city, may wish for another in- 
vitation that he might enter once more 
ino the pleasure of his place as guest. 
The owner may be in a distant city in 
the heat of a hotel room. His mind 
goes back to his pleasant acres, and in 
his imagination he breathes deeply of 
his memories of home, anticipating by 
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right his early return to their enjoy- 
ment. In Christ we are owners, and 
may live in the enjoyment of our pos- 
session. All things are yours. 


ACHESON AND HISS 

The case of Alger Hiss, convicted 
perjurer, and by implication, convicted 
traitor, is likely to become a political 
issue, as it throws a fierce light on the 
State Department and reveals the pres- 
ence of forces that were inimical to the 
best interests of our nation. The mat- 
ter will probably be heard of through- 
out the campaign because Secretary 
Acheson has tied Hiss to Truman as 
the albatross was tied to the Ancient 
Mariner. 

We are concerned here, however, 
with the statement of Secretary Ache- 
son, and a comment by the editors of 
the New York Times with reference to 
that statement. When Acheson was 
questioned in his press conference, the 
Times states: “Mr. Acheson refused to 
limit himself to noting that the case 
was still before the court, the custo- 
mary reply in the circumstances, espe- 
cially of a lawyer. With visible emo- 
tion he said he would not ‘turn my 
back on Alger Hiss;’ it was an issue 
between every man and his conscience; 
as for him, the matter was resolved by 
Jesus on the Mount of Olives when He 
stated the doctrine of compassion for 
all in trouble, whatever the cause.” 

The Times praises “the courage and 
the Christian spirit of this utterance,” 
but believes that Acheson made a po- 
litical mistake. We bring the matter up 
here in order to clarify certain points. 
Acheson’s secretary showed the report- 
ers the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, 
with the passage referring to the final 
judgment of the nations. But this, most 
certainly, is not a statement of com- 
passion for any and all who are in 
trouble, whatever the cause. The con- 
text of this passage even condemns 
some as cursed, and consigns them to 
everlasting fire prepared for the Devil 
and his angels (Matt. 25:41). 

Never did Christ teach that it is right 
to side with a condemned man without 
the guilt being acknowledged and 
purged. If Hiss, like Chambers, had 
said, “I made a fool of myself and 
turned pink, but I found out my mis- 
take and have grown up now, and am 
wholly cured of my folly,” the country 
could have some respect for him. There 
is a place for Chambers who has 
acknowledged his guilt and has fled 
from it to the side of righteousness. 
I, for one, would be glad to see the di- 
rectors of Time and Life restore Cham- 
bers to his old editorial position. On 
a Chambers we may have compassion 
because of his attitude in making a 
clean breast of his error. For a Hiss 
we may be sorry, but chiefly that he 


will not admit his guilt. There can be 
no pardon without an acknowledge- 
ment of guilt. 


CAMOMILE CHRISTIANS 

The younger generation will not 
have heard of camomile, but the older 
generation will remember that grand- 
mother used to make camomile tea. 
The leaves of the plant were gathered 
and used like tea leaves, and the in- 
fusion was supposed to be good for 
many things that ailed you, especially 
along towards the close of winter and 
the beginning of spring, even more 
famous for sulfur and molasses. 

As a child I was given camomile tea 
to drink, and I next ran across it in 
France, where it is a recognized house- 
hold remedy. And now I find it in 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not. In the uppet 
left-hand corner of Ripley’s square, 
with Babe Ruth occupying the center, 
and the information that he used 170 
bats a year, there is a drawing of a 
camomile plant with its aster-like 
flowers, and the caption, “The camo- 
mile plant grows fastest when it is 
walked upon.” 

This little bit of information set me 
musing about the fact that the Lord 
Jesus announced that His followers 
would be hated by the world, and that 
they were blessed when reviled, per- 
secuted and lied about (Mt. 5:10-12; 
John 15:18, 19). These blows from 
the world are certainly a factor:-in 
Christian growth. 5 

Several years. ago, at the English 
Keswick, the. late George Goodman, 
well-known Bible teacher, told how a 
young man had come to him asking 
for prayer that he might learn to be 
patient. “Certainly,” replied Mr. Good- 
man, “I will pray that you may have 
tribulation.” The young man thought 
he had misunderstood, and said, “Oh 
no! I want you to pray that I will have 
patience.” Again Mr. Goodman re- 
spond, “Yes, I will pray that you have 
tribulation.” Once more the young 
man expostulated and Mr. Goodman 
then pointed out that the Scripture says 
that tribulation worketh patience 
(Rom. 5:3). 

The Lord God has left the Christian 
here in order that he might become 
more like Christ. Christ was despised 
and rejected of men—and so must we 
be. They that live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall—what? Some people read 
it as though it were written that they 
should be popular. The Scripture says, 
however, that the godly shall suffer per- 
secution (2 Tim. 3:12). Does it not 
follow that if all men speak well of you, 
you are not living godly? 

The true believer does not have a 
“persecution complex,” but he is like 
the camomile plant, in that he grows 
fastest when walked on by the world. 


The world does not persecute a worldly Christian. 17 


























Worthy Is the Lamb! 


By W. F. N. BOREHAM 


Today I invite you to accompany me on a superb 
adventure. Together we must ad the valleys and 
climb the heights until we behold the vision of the vin- 
dication and the coronation and the acclamation of the 
Lamb. “I beheld and I heard the voices of many angels 
round about the Throne, and the number of them was 
ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thou- 
sands, saying with a loud voice: Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” and 
all the hosts of Heaven joined in that rapturous ascrip- 
tion. 

Our eyes are dazzled by the splendor of this apoca- 
lyptic vision. We feel like men who after staggering 
through the darkness of a pitch-black night, are sud- 
denly ushered into a room that is ablaze with light. 
They are blinded by the glare. We must approach the 
Glory Ineffable and Insufferable by gradual stages. 


I 


Now when you come to think your way through the 
Bible, you discover that there is very little said about 
the Lamb; yet what there is is exceedingly important. 
Indeed, one might affirm that the entire drama of the 
evolution of revelation is the drama of the Lamb. At 
the beginning of the Bible I find a story of a lamb 
caught by its fleece in the brambles—a lamb that was 
afterwards laid upon a nearby altar in substitution for 
the man who had been stretched upon those stones, 
And, at the end of the Bible, I find this glimpse into 
the future that has already overwhelmed us—the spec- 
tacle of all the pure and burning spirits in the highest 
and holiest places paying their rapturous homage to 
the Everlasting Lamb. 

Tracing the process of revelation from the exquisite 
simplicity of that beginning to the unutterable gran- 
deur of that end, we make our way through five distinct 
stages—each of the first four being a preparation for 
the crowning stage at the end. 

If you take the Old Testament, and let your mind 
hurriedly survey its contents, it becomes manifest at 
once that it divides itself sharply into three parts, like a 
literary work published in three volumes, for the Old 
Testament is simply the history of the Jewish people, 
and that history partakes of three distinct phases. 
There is the phase in which Israel was simply a family: 
its affairs purely family affairs—the affairs of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob—that is the domestic phase. Then 
there is the stage in which Israel became a tribe; a 
wandering, nomadic, gypsy tribe; with its tents and its 
tabernacle; its formulated rules and its organized lead- 
ership—that is the tribal phase. And then there is the 
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18 Thankfulness is the soil in which joy thrives. 


stage in which Israel became a nation, with a land of 
its own, legislation of its own, and a literature of its 
own—that is the national phase. 

Now the striking thing is that when you review these 
three phases—the domestic phase, the tribal phase, and 
the national phase—you are instantly arrested by the 
fact that, embedded in the very heart and center of each 
stage, like a gem in the center of a crown or a dew-drop 
in the heart of a rose, is the story of a Lamb! 

Think of that primitive time, the time of the patri- 
archs—of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob—when Israel 
was simply a family—the whole story a purely domestic 
affair. By far the most impressive episode in that phase 
of Israel’s career was the story of Abraham ascending 
Mount Moriah with his son, whilst the boy looked up 
into the face of his father and said, “My father, behold 
the wood and the fire, but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” That is distinctly and easily the most 
moving and arresting story in that phase of Jewish 
history. “My father, behold the wood and the fire.” 
That is invariably humanity’s problem. Behold the 
wood—the material aspect of religion—and the fire— 
the emotional aspect of religion—but where is the 
Lamb? Where is that which can remove the stain? 
Where is that by means of which the sin of the world 
can be taken away? 

The most striking and dramatic story in the second 
stage, the tribal stage, of Jewish history is the story of 
the Passover. No one who has read it can ever forget 
the way in which the angel of the Lord passed over the 
whole land, smiting the first-born of man and beast, 
from the prince upon his throne, the Pharaoh in his 
palace, down to the meanest peasant in Egypt. The 
first-born in every home perished, save only where the 
bleod of the paschal lamb had been sprinkled upon 
lintel and door post. No story of the tribal stage of 
Jewish history is comparable in its grip and intensity 
with that story of the Passover—the slaying of the lamb, 
and the sprinkling of the blood on lintel and door post, 
so that the angel might pass over and the first-born be 
spared. 

Thus we come to the third, the national stage. Israel 
becomes a nation with a land of its own and a litera- 
ture of its own. Yes, a literature of its own. And no 
literature in any age or in any clime can compare for a 
moment with the literature that, at that stage of its 
career, Israel gave to the world. It has been translated 
into every human language and cherished as a priceless 
treasure in every age. 

Now if I were asked to select from that majestic 
literature the passage that I felt to be its central, its 
most vital, its essentially fundamental stanza, I wonder 
which chapter I should choose? I fancy that any man, 
casting his eyes over that wealthy hoard of history and 
prophecy and inspiring song, would find little difficulty 
in making his decision. He would select, as the throb- 
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bing heart of the entire volume, the fifty-third chapter 


_of the prophecy of Isaiah. And that chapter is essential- 


ly the song of the Lamb! Listen! “He was led as a 
lamb to slaughter, and, as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so He opened not His mouth. .. All we, like 
sheep, have gone astray, we have turned every one to 
his own way, and the Lord hath laid upon Him the 
iniquity of us all.” So you have the thought of the 
Lamb as the center, the heart, the metropolis of all Old 
Testament truth. 

All the older revelation circled around that one 
superb thought—the thought of the lamb, alike in the 
domestic stage, in the tribal stage, and in the national 
stage of Jewish history. It lies at the very heart of each. 

But still the ancient problem is unsolved. Where is 
the Lamb? Isaac asked that question as he climbed with 
his father the slopes of Mount Moriah, and the question 
echoed and reverberated down all three stages of Jewish 
history but met with no reply. In the domestic stage 
we have a question about the lamb: in the tribal stage 
we have a type of the Lamb; in the national stage we 
a song of the Lamb; but the Lamb—the Lamb Him- 
self—where is He? And, to answer that question, we 
must pass from the Old Testament to the New. We 
approach the fourth stage. 


II 


For, one day, one never-to-be-forgotten day, one of 
the most golden and momentous days of this world’s 
history, when a great multitude of Jews were assembled 
on the banks of the Jordan, one Jew of striking and 
prophetic mien stood in the midst of his fellows preach- 
ing and prophesying. And suddenly, whilst he called 
his hearers to repentance, he caught sight of a face in 
that riverside assemblage that made him forget every- 
thing and every one beside. His heart seemed to stand 
still. His audience vanished from his vision. He be- 
came conscious no longer of the seething multitude, 
but of a single individual in the crowd. As he gazed 
into the wondrous eyes that 
magnetized his own, the 
Spirit of the Highest fell 
upon him, and he cried, “Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin 
of the world.” And all eyes 
were turned toward that 
Face; a Face such as Earth 
had never seen before; the 
Face that to you and to me 
has become the most sacred 
and familiar Face of all 
time. The question of the 
ages was answered at last. 


Where is the Lamb? 

Behold the Lamb! 

I wish we could feel the 
thrill that must have run 


through the frame of every 
Jew standing on the banks 





of the world!” If only we could hear those moun- 
tainous monosyllables as though we had neved heard 
them before! If only we could impress our minds and 
hearts with the sheer immensity of their monumental 
phraseology! Listen again! 


The Lamb! . . . The sin! 

God! .. . The world! 

The Lamb of God! 

The sin of the world! 

The Lamb that taketh away the sin! 


The Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world! 


And now, having threaded our way through these 
four preparatory phases—the domestic, the tribal, the 
national and the redemptive—we are ready for the 
final, the triumphant phase. 

For what is the profound significance of all this? 
The Lamb! The Lamb of God! The Lamb that taketh 
away the sin! Worthy is the Lamb that was slain! What 
does it mean? The lamb stands for two things, two and 
no more. It is the symbol of innocence, and it is the 
symbol of suffering. These two factors in human ex- 
perience—innocence and suffering—are united in the 
symbolism of the lamb; and they are united in the 
eternal scheme of things. For the dark tragedy of hu- 
man guilt passes through two stages. There is the pre- 
liminary stage—the stage in which the guilt of the 
guilty is the torture of the innocent; and there is the 
subsequent stage—the stage at which the innocence of 
the innocent is the torture of the guilty. 

In “The Present Crisis,” Lowell speaks of— 


Truth forever on the scaffold 
Wrong forever on the throne. 


But he is mistaken. It is not so forever. The occu- 
pants of scaffold and throne change places in the end. 
In Rolf Boldrewood’s great Australian novel, “Robbery 
Under Arms,” there are 
six outstanding characters— 
three men and three women. 
The three men — Marsden, 
Dick and Jim—are_ bush- 
rangers; the three women— 
Mrs. Marsden, Aileen and 
Gracey — are a mother, a 
sister and a sweetheart. In 
the early part of the book, 
the crimes of the three guilty 
men are the heartbreak of 
the three innocent women; 
but in the latter part of the 
book, the innocence and an- 
guish of the three innocent 
women become the heart- 


From the Main street in Butler, Pennsylvania, there is an: break of the three guilty 
optical illusion of the highway as it runs north out of the town. men, leading to their re- 
The perspective is such that the road seems almost perpendicu- demption. And thus, in this 
lar. A little girl who rode that way for the first time said that if Australian story, you have, 


of the Jordan that day as, they attempted to drive that hill the car would fall over back- exquisitely mirrored, the ul- 
looking into that Face, he wards. As they drove on down the first hill to the foot of the timate triumph of suffering 
realized that the ancient pro- _ one that had seemed to steep, the terrible hill was not so terri- innocence, the final victory 
phecy was fulfilled at last, ble. The little girl-said, "Hills smooth down when we come to of the Lamb. The Lamb 
and that the Lamb for whom them, don't they?” That is true of life also. Satan wants us to wears His snow-white in- 
the ages had sighed had ac- think the hills impassible, but when the Lord bids us go He will mocence and His crimson 


tually appeared. 


make the rough places plain (Isa. 40:4). This is why our Lord wounds; but He comes to 


“Behold the Lamb of God has commanded us against the sin of worry. "Be anxious for | His own in a blaze of golden 
which taketh away the sin nothing. . ." (Phil. 4:6); “Consider the lilies. . ." (Matt. 6:28). | glory at the last. 
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June 1 


THE LORD HAD RESPECT (4:4) 

When I was a small boy I saw an il- 
lustration of this text which showed the 
two altars with the smoke of Abel’s offer- 
ing ascending up towards Heaven and 
the smoke of Cain’s offering being blown 
toward the ground. If we are to follow 
the analogy of the rest of the Bible, it 
was a divine fire that fell upon the offer- 
ing and consumed it. It was such a fire 
that consumed the very first of the taber- 
nacle sacrifices (Lev. 9:24); the sacrifice 
prepared by Gideon (Jud. 6:21); that 
prepared by Elijah (1 Ki. 18:38); by 
David (1 Chr. 21:26); by Solomon (2 
Chr. 7:1). It was a picture of the greatest 
fact concerning the death of Jesus Christ, 
namely, that God Himself put Him to 
grief (Isa. 53:10). This is what gives 
value to the atonement. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
DIDST STRIKE THY SON. 


June 2 
UNTO ABEL AND TO HIS OFFERING 
(4:4) 

God did not have respect unto Abel 
because of what was in Abel, but because 
Abel believed God’s Word about the 
blood sacrifice. Abel was as much of a 
sinner as was Cain, but faith was counted 
unto him instead of the righteousness 
which he did not possess in himself. 
Thus from the first pages of the Bible 
the principle is established that the 
sinner and the sin-offering are bound to- 
gether in the sight of God. We are bound 
up with Christ in His death. If God can 
look with favor upon us, it is because He 
is looking at us through Christ. And as 
the world appears rose through rose- 
tinted glasses so the sinner is seen as holy 
and righteous when God looks at him 
through His beloved Son. We are ac- 
cepted in the Beloved. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
DOST LOOK ON US THROUGH CHRIST. 


June 3 
UNTO CAIN AND HIS OFFERING HE 
HAD NO RESPECT (4:5) 

As the believer is bound up with Christ 
in the eyes of God so the unbeliever is 
bound up with the insulting substitute 
which he wishes God to accept instead of 
His only Son. We must not think of Cain 
as an iniquitous man at first, but as a 
cultural, refined gentlemanly type who 
thought that polished fruit was more aes- 
thetic than a blood sacrifice and who 
wished to consitier the holiness of beauty 
rather than the beauty of holiness. I 


20 The Spirit of God is the Spirit of prayer. 


think of Cain when I see a man fault- 
lessly attired walking on Fifth Avenue in 
the Easter parade after having attended 
a church service where the bodily resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ is denied. Beauty 
can be satanic when it is disobedience. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
HAST TURNED US FROM SUBSTITUTES 
TO CHRIST. 


June 4 


CAIN WAS VERY WROTH (4:5) 


The old nature becomes angriest when 
it is crossed. A man accused of losing his 
temper burst out with, “But I have never 
lost my temper once if I have what I 
want.” Wanting one’s own way is the 
worst of sins because it is the first of sins. 
It leads to all others. “The carnal mind 
is enmity against God” (Rom. 8:7) sim- 
ply because God and His interests stand 
as the barrier to self and its interests. 
You can judge your spiritual progress by 
an analysis of the way you act and react 
when something goes against your wishes. 
It is only when we are surrendered to 
the Lord to be crucified with Christ that 
we can have real domination by the Spirit 
in our lives. 

LORD, KEEP US DEAD THAT WE MAY 
LIVE. 


June 5 


HIS COUNTENANCE FELL (4:5) 


The mouth speaks out of the abun- 
dance of the heart (Mt. 12:34) and the face 
reflects the thoughts of the heart. Every 
man’s face is a history and a prophecy. 
The lines of sin are deeply etched and 
the serenity of God is found in others. 
Both show what the man has been. I 
have seen photographs of a man when 
he was living in sin and another photo- 
graph, years later, taken when the man 
had been indwelt by the Holy Spirit for 
several years and he was, in deed as well 
as in principle, a new person. The life 
lived under the domination of the Holy 
Spirit is still the best beauty treatment 
that this world can know. A face with 
that beauty is a prophecy of Heaven. It is 
not a beauty that is conformed to a Hol- 
lywood pattern, but a beauty that reveals 
the Lord. 

LORD, GIVE US THY BEAUTY. 


June 6 


THE LORD SAID UNTO CAIN (4:6) 


Oh, the marvelous condescension of the 
Lord that He should stoop to talk even 
for a moment with a sinner. For Cain 
was a murderer in his heart before he 
was a murderer with his hands. Why did 
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not God reach out to destroy the sinner 
instead of coming to him with loving 
pleading? The answer must be found in 
the nature of God. God is love. This 
can be seen clearly here and in His deal- 
ings with you and me. He is patient and 
loving and tender with us because He 
loves us. Even Cain was loved by God. 
Every spiritual child of Cain is loved by 
God. When we go out with the Gospel 
to the lost we are doing a divine work 
and are showing the heart of God to- 
ward a sinful world. 

LORD, GIVE US A HEART OF LOVE FOR 
THE EVIL ONES. 


June 7 
IF THOU DOEST WELL, SHALL THOU 
NOT BE ACCEPTED? (4:7) 


This does not mean that salvation was 
at any time on the basis of works, for the 
whole Word cries out against any such 
interpretation. But the race was now 
being tested under the new knowledge of 
good and evil that had been received by 
the fall and it was about to be shown 
that such knowledge could not keep men 
from doing the evil or make them do the 
good. Conscience can be divided into two 
parts, “con,” meaning “with,” and “sci- 
ence,” meaning “knowledge.” At times 
people say in parting, rather flippantly, 
“Let your conscience be your guide.” God 
help you if you do. Our guide must be 
the Word illuminated by the Holy Spirit. 
LORD, MAY WE TURN WHOLEHEARTED- 
LY TO THY WORD. 


June 8 


IF THOU DOEST NOT WELL, A SIN 
OFFERING LIETH AT THE DOOR (4:7) 


The love of God had provided that 
which was necessary for bringing the 
sinner to Himself. The Hebrew word 
chattath which is translated “sin” is fre- 
quently found translated as “sin offering.” 
In Lev. 4:3, for example, the word is used 
four times in the one verse and the con- 
text alone can show the difference be- 
tween the sin that has been committed 
and the sin-offering that has been pro- 
vided. It is God’s way of telling us that 
salvation is through Christ made sin for 
us. To Cain God said, in effect, If your 
conscience accuses you of sin, there is a 
sin offering crouching outside the door. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY PRO- 
VISION IN CHRIST. 


June 9 
UNTO THEE SHALL BE HIS DESIRE (4:7) 


The Lord gave the nature to the lamb 
that would make the lamb come to the 
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‘lamb. And the amazing truth for the 


believer is that a holy Saviour is not of- 
fended by the appreach of a guilty sinner. 
God the Father forsook Christ in the dark 
hour of the cross as’ holiness must fly 
from sin; but the Saviour’s love would 
now be able to compass the sinner and 
draw even the lowest to Himself without 
defilement. Such is the value of the Sa- 
viour made sin for us. Such is the love 
of the Saviour that His desire is toward 
the child who comes to put his trust in 
Him. “For joy He endured the cross” 
(Heb. 12:2); He was satisfied with His 
travail because of the believers (Isa. 53: 
1l). 

LORD, MAKE US-TO REST IN THY LOVE. 


June 10 


THOU SHALT RULE OVER HIM (4:7) 


In the historical fact this was the prom- 
ise to Cain that if he would submit and 
turn to the sin-offering, God would see to 
it that the lamb would be docile at his 
hand. But in the type it is the glorious 
truth that the Lord in His love has pro- 
vided Himself to be all for us. The lamb 
furnished wool for clothing, meat for 
food, and blood for atonement. Christ 
furnishes the righteousness for our gar- 
ment, the bread for our soul’s food, and 
the salvation from our sin. There is 
even the sense in which He delights to be 
entreated, and He gives Himself willingly 
to those who command Him in faith, rec- 
ognizing the principles of access, and the 
holiness of His being, and realizing that 
He delights to show the universe that all 
power and life is in and from Himself, 
and that He gives Himself to those who 
will appropriate Him. . 

LORD, MAY WE EVER LAY HOLD ON 
CHRIST. 


June 11 


AND CAIN TALKED WITH ABEL 
HIS BROTHER (4:8) 


It is difficult to comprehend how much 

iniquity there is in our fallen hearts. 
Many are willing to admit that we all 
have certain evil tendencies but few are 
honest and sincere enough, or few have 
faith enough, to admit that this goes even 
to the roots of murder. Cain is a just 
picture of what we are by nature. Paul 
tells Titus that we live “in malice and 
envy, hateful, and hating one another” 
(Tit. 3:3). Abel was unsuspecting so 
Cain approached him naturally and 
talked with him. We do not know what 
he said, but it was designed to lure his 
brother to a lonely place and disarm his 
suspicions. It was thus that Joab acted: 
He sent messengers after Abner, and took 
him aside . . . to speak with him quietly 
(2 Sam. 3:27). Joab took Amasa by the 
beard to kiss him (2 Sam. 20:9). Absalom 
made a feast to kill his brother (2 Sam. 
13). 
LORD, GIVE US A HORROR OF WHAT 
WE ARE IN OURSELVES THAT WE MAY 
HAVE DELIGHT IN WHAT WE ARE IN 
CHRIST. 


We look in vain for any extenuating 
motive. Envy and hatred are the only 
causes of this first murder. When God 
approved Abel’s sacrifice Cain should have 
looked into his own life to find out what 
was wrong. Instead his envy led him to 
murder. “Cain hated in him the divine 
image as much as he envied him the di- 
vine favor.” The more we become like 
Christ the more we must expect the 
hatred of the world. The Holy Spirit 
takes the trouble to tell us that Cain slew 
Abel “because his own works were evil 
and his brother’s righteous” (1 John 3: 
12). Sin is always in the heart before it 
is in the deed. The death did not hurt 
Abel; there was the short sharp pain of 
dying and then there was life for ever- 
more. Nothing that man can do or say 
against you can really hurt you if you 
are in Christ. Cain thought to strike God 
through Abel; he really struck Abel 
through God, and Abel lived. 


LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
ART OUR COVERING. 


June 13 


WHERE IS ABEL THY BROTHER? (4:9) 


God’s inquest is sometimes immediate 
and sometimes delayed, but every man 
will give an account for his deeds. The 
unsaved man will give an account before 
he goes to the lake of fire; the saved man 
will give an account before the judg- 
ment that will fix his rank and place in 
the eternal kingdom. Men grow bold be- 
cause their divine arrest does not take 
place in an immediateness following their 
sin. Their boldness turns to hardness be- 
cause they seem to go unpunished. Their 
hardness leads to deeper sin and arro- 
gance against God. But as sure as God is 
calling the sinner to salvation today, so 
sure will he call him to judgment in that 
day. ‘ 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT CHRIST 
HAS ANSWERED THE CHARGE FOR US. 


June 14 


AM I MY BROTHER’S KEEPER? (4:9) 


The union between sin and a lie is cer- 
tain. What folly sin brings. Had Cain 
come to the place where he thought that 
God could not see through the clouds or 
the darkness? Had he forgotten that wis- 
dom in its perfection is a part of the 
Godhead? Sin produces the atheism of 
thinking that God is not here. Finally, 
when confronted by God, sin produces 
an arrogance of insolence, and seeks to 
charge God with unrighteousness. It is 
as though he had said, “Can’t you take 
care of your own world? Don’t come 
bothering me about your creatures.” Men 
are the same today. If we accuse men of 
sin, they think us unreasonable and first 
question the Word of God on which our 
accusations are based, and when we affirm 
that God has spoken they will not hesi- 
tate to deride His wisdom and righteous- 
ness 


LORD, KEEP US FROM OFFERING ALIBIS. 


BLOOD CRIETH (4:10) 


Cain thought he had stilled the voice 
of Abel so that there could be no witness 
against him. But Abel’s blood had a voice 
that cried to God, as it cries to men to- 
day, for, “He being dead yet speaketh” 
(Heb. 11:4). “The life of the flesh is in 
the blood” (Lev. 17:11). Every sin has a 
voice which cries to God, and though 
there may be no human witnesses te your 
sin the testimony of God will one day be 
given and there will be no possibility of 
answering. On the cross the Lord Jesus 
cried, “My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” It took the strength of this cry to 
drown the voice of our sins which cried 
into the ears of God. - Now, the Judge has 
become the Father because the Saviour’s 
blood paid the price and the Saviour’s 
voice quieted wrath against us. 


LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THY 
BLOOD CRIETH REDEMPTION FOR US. 


June 16 


AND NOW ART THOU CURSED (4:11) 


There are some men, cursed in Adam a 
first time, who are cursed from God a sec- 
ond time because of their own acts. The 
Lord Jesus Christ did something for every 
man, and everything for some men. The 
curse that was upon Adam was paid in 
full by the atoning death of our Lord 
who was made a curse for us, so that God 
does not hold Adam’s sin against any 
man. Christ tasted death for every man 
(Heb. 2:9); He is “the propitiation for 
our sins; and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 
2:2); He is “the Saviour of all men, spe- 
cially of those that believe” (1 Tim. 4: 
10). But every man has fallen a second 
time and his own deeds by wilful choice 
have brought on the second curse. This, 
God will remove only for those who con- 
fess the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE RE- 
MOVAL OF THE CURSE FOR OUR SIN 
AND THAT FOR OUR SINS. 


June 17 
THE GROUND... SHALL NOT 
HENCEFORTH YIELD ... HER 
STRENGTH (4:12) 


In the first curse upon the, ground 
there was no statement of erosion or ster- 
ility of earth. Man would work and his 
work would produce an adequate fruit. 
But now there is a second curse upon 
the ground. Man would work and his 
work would be fruitless. The Lord enun- 
ciated the principle through Haggai: 
“Consider your ways. Ye have sown much, 
and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have 
not enough; ye drink, but ye are not 
filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there 
is none warm; and he that earneth wages 
earneth wages to put it into a bag-with 
holes. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; con- 
sider your ways” (Hag. 1:6, 7). The 
earth is ever to reflect the spiritual na- 
ture of its inhabitants. Think on this 


(Continued on page 35) 


Let prayer be the key of the morning and the bolt of the evening. 21 











Life magazine recently brought out an edition with 
a special feature of about twenty pages on the possi- 
bility of an atomic bombardment of American cities. 
In a recent issue of Look one of the feature articles was 
entitled “Could This Happen?” and contained page 
after page of a fictional account of a supposed bomb at- 
tack on American cities. It is almost an accepted fact 
that the United States would not attack Russia with 
atomic bombing, but that Russia would attack us the 
moment that she thought that it was to her advantage. 

The Secretary of Defense of the United States re- 

cently issued a statement tothe nation in which he set 
forth plainly that the population of the country should 
realize that there was indeed a possibility of atomic 
bombing of America and that it would be absurd to 
think that some enemy bombs would not get through 
our defenses. 
' What is to be the attitude of a Christian in the face 
of this possibility? The Editor of Erernity has been 
thinking over the problem for several months and 
herewith presents two conclusions, one spiritual and 
one a practical suggestion, for daily living with the 
bombs hanging over our cities like the sword of 
Damocles. 

The spiritual conclusion is, of course, the more im- 
portant. No believer in the Word of God can be wor- 
ried by any danger that may come when we know that 
our God has definitely taught us that nothing can ever 
happen to a believer until it has passed through the 
will of God. The promises are certain and the care of 
God for His children is one of the most comforting doc- 
trines of all of the Scripture. 

First of all, our Lord told us that we should remain 
untroubled in the face of wars and rumors of wars. 
The Word of our God is plain and categorial. “See that 
ye be not troubled” (Mt. 24:6) is a commandment that 
is as much a part of God’s directions to His people as 
any of the other commandments of the Word of God, 
including the moral law given through Moses. For the 
commandments of the New Testament are twofold. 
There are those which speak against ways of life that 
are contrary to the ways of God, such as, “Abstain from 
every form of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22 Marg.); “Be not 
drunk with wine, wherein is excess” (Eph. 5:18) ; and 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” 
(2 Cor. 6:14). The other class of New Testament com- 
mandments are injunctions to righteousness comfort 
and trust. These include such commandments as, “Com- 
fort one another with these words” (1 Thess. 5:18) ; “Be 


22 Behind God’s plan lies God’s power. 
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ye filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) ; and “Be anxious 
for nothing” (Phil. 4:6). It is in the latter class that 
the text from our Lord must be included: “See that 
ye be not troubled.” 

The commandment against worry is understandable 
when we consider the nature of this sin. Worry is in its 
very nature the absence of confidence, faith, and trust. 
A heart that is filled with these wonderful gifts of the 
grace of God can have no room for worry. If we are 
trusting, we are not worrying, and if we are worrying, 
we are not trusting. The two are mutually exclusive. If 
you want to have a heart free from worry, there is the 
sure method of leaving all care far from you; that is so 
to study the Word of God, so to fill your heart with the 
confidence of His love that you can be rejoicing in 
whatsoever the Heavenly Father has measured out for 
your portion and lot. : 

After all why should a Christian worry about such a 
thing as an atom bomb? It is one of the quickest ways 
into Heaven that man has devised yet. And surely the 
born again believer will desire greatly to be with God 
and in all the glory of eternity if that is what God 
wants. Of course, if you really would prefer to go to 
Heaven by a slowly growing cancer, God can arrange 
it for you. But you would do better to leave all things 
with Him. Then whatever He sends will be exactly 
what is best. ‘ 

It would be a wonderful promise if it were written 
that His ways are ways of pleasantness and ninety per 
cent of His paths are peace. That would be a promise 
so striking that many would leap at the advantage of 
such a great percentage. But perhaps because of the 
nature of the perversity of the human heart we turn 
away from the promise because it is indeed so complete 
and so glorious when we read of His wisdom. “Her ways 
are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peace” 
(Prov. 3:17). 

“See that ye be not troubled.” The heart of the be- 
liever will rest in delight in the Father, knowing that 
He doeth all things well (Mk. 7:57). This teaches us, 
of course, that our God is Lord of history, and knows 
all that He is doing and that He has never made a mis- 
take. He is also the Lord of detailed circumstance, and 
if an atom bomb should ever explode in one of our 
cities, the Lord is able to make its strange pattern to 
fit His own desires. That is, one wall would strangely 
stand up and another wall would fall down. One frag- 
ment of steel would fly through the air and hit one 
person and another fragment would wound a second, 
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a third fragment would just miss still another person. 
The Lord God can make all the fragments fall exactly 
in the pattern of His will. 

From time to time people have asked me if I thought 
it were best to seek to leave the crowded centers which 
would be the priority targets for atomic bombing. The 
Christian can never think in such terms as these. We do 
not seek an escape from the places of danger. The word 
“in” is of great importance in the phrase, “Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors” (Rom. 8: 
37). It is the glory of the Lord that He is able to take 
care of all His people in any circumstances whatsoever. 

A well known business executive has said that he is 
starting a large farm community in the center of Kan- 
sas and that he will establish all of his interests there 
as being the place where there is the greatest possible 
factor of safety. I am quite sure that there is no safety 
outside the Lord, not even in Kansas! The operations 
of such a man might be likened to those of one who 
said, twenty years ago, that he knew war was coming 
and that he had decided to escape to an island in the 
South Seas. He had moved his interests to an island 
that few had ever heard of, and had decided that he 
would be perfectly safe in that spot. The name of the 
island? Guadalcanal. And any aviator will tell you 
that an invading plane, flying in over Canada, might 
be driven off by defenders and forced to unload his 
bombs in the middle of Kansas. It is better to trust the 
Lord than to flee. 

Now, there is absolutely nothing that can touch a 
Christian until it passes through the will of God. No 
bomb or bomb fragment, no bomb blast or radiation 
heat, nor radio-active particle, nor any other creation 
can touch the believer until it is the absolute will of 
God for that particular thing to happen to him. The 
story of Job is sufficient demonstration of this fact. 
One of my favorite verses has long been that frustrated 
cry of Satan, “Hast not Thou made an hedge about 
him. . .” (Job. 1:10). Here was a confession that the 
enemy had been desiring to get at Job but had been 
unable to penetrate the invisible hedge which the Lord 
places around His own. Our times are in His hand 
(Psa. 31:15); our steps are ordered of the Lord (Psa. 
37:23) when we are yielded to Him; no weapon that 
is formed against us shall prosper (Isa. 54:17) . 

These promises are for us individually and spiritual- 
ly, for there are no promises which we have the right to 
apply nationally, even in a time of emergency such as 
that in which we are living at the present time. In hon- 
esty to the Word of God we must say that the ‘only na- 
tional promises in the Bible are made to the nation of 
Israel, and that is not to be confused with the present 
government of Israel which is seated in Palestine. We 
are aware of the fact that some Christian leaders have 
sought to apply promises that were made to the ancient 
people of God, to nations that are living today. But 
even though the nations be largely evangelical in back- 
ground, there is so much of apostasy and worldiness 
that no nation can be called a Christian nation in our 
day, not even the Scandinavian countries where the 
proportion of citizens who hold on paper at least to 
Biblical truth is probably the largest in the world. 

When the Lord spoke to Solomon after the dedica- 
tion of the temple, He made what is perhaps the 
greatest national promise in the Scriptures. “And the 
Lord appeared unto Solomon by night, and said unto 
him, ‘I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this 
place to Myself for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up 
Heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the 
locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among 


My people; If My people, which are called by My name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek ‘My face, 
and turn from their wicked ways: then will I hear from 
Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land” (2 Chron. 7:12-14). 

There have been those who have published this verse 
in calls to prayer from time to time during the past 
decades at least, and have sought to present it as a verse 
that would keep calamity away from our nation. The 
false application is evident if we note that the Ameri- 
cans, or the Danish, or the Norwegians, or any other 
people, are not the people of God. God had one chosen 
people who were the Jews. At the time of Christ the 
Jews ceased to be the chosen people, though we believe 
they are being preserved in the world for a future use 
by God, and that they will one day be the Lord’s chosen 
people again. Today God has but one chosen people 
and that people is the true Church of Jesus Christ—not 
the organization or any combination of organizations, 
but the living, vital company of those who have been 
born again by the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit, 
and have been identified with Christ as His body. 

There is no promise in the Bible that if true Chris- 
tions will humble themselves, and pray, and seek the 
face of God, He will turn away national calamity 
from their land. We believe that never in the history 
of God’s dealings with man have there been more Chris- 
tians on their faces before God in true humility, than 
in Britain before, during and after the blitz that wiped 
out city after city and brought the nation into great 
peril. And yet the bombs fell. And we do not believe 
that all the humbling and prayer in the world will 
turn the plan of God away from its appointed course. 
“Known unto God are all His works from the begin- 
ning of the world” (Acts 15:18). God did say to Abra- 
ham that for ten righteous He would not destroy Sodom 
(Gen. 18:32). And it may well be that because of the 
presence of multitudes of His redeemed own God is 
still withholding the blow that must inevitably fall 
upon this and every other nation. 

We pray, frequently, when we are leading the con- 
gregation of the Lord’s people in prayer, for those in 
authority, even as God has taught us to pray. And we 
ask that if it be the Lord’s will to spare us for yet a 

(Continued on page 37) 








An ad of the American Meat Institute in the Saturday Evening Post 
tells the story of John Kennedy “who is the best smelling man in 
ten states—he mixes sausage spices all day and can't get rid of the 
perfume. People who pass him on the street find their mouth water- 
ing." It is the perfect illustration of what a Christian should be. 
Paul writes, "Now thanks be to God which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savor of His knowledge by 
us in every place" (2 Cor. 2:14). If we have really been joined to 
Christ, the perfume of His presence in us must make itself known. 
If we have poured out our ointment upon his feet and wiped them 
with our hair, the fragrance will be on our hands and wherever we go 
the house will be filled with the odor of the ointment. 


June 1950 Those who walk with Him today shall rest with Him hereafter. 23 











YESTERDAY'S BOOKS 


with a message for today 


A quaint and original commentary 
was “An Illustration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures by Notes and Explications” com- 
piled in three volumes in 1759 by Rob- 
ert Goadby, a printer of Sherborne, 
Dorset.. Goadby was a publisher, well- 
known in politics and respected in the 
West of England, and the editor of an 
influential newspaper. He was a faith- 


ful Christian man, and among his sim- . 


ple habits was that of walking every 
day before breakfast to the place that 
he had chosen for his grave, in order 
to fulfill literally the injunction to be 
mindful of his latter end. 

The third volume of this commen- 
tary deals with the New Testament. The 
compiler’s outlook may be illustrated 
by the following extract from his long 
introduction to’ the New Testament: 
“The Doctrines the Messiah, or Christ 
taught, contain a system of the most 
agreeable and important truths, giving 
us the most worthy, amiable notions 
of the Deity, and affording the strong- 


est motives to love and obey Him, and 


to endeavor after goodness, holiness, . 


and every virtue of the heavenly life 
The benefits He conferred were the 
rescuing us from the power, and re- 
deeming us from the penalty of sin; 
repairing the breach made in our na- 
ture by the first Adam, and restoring 
to us the lost communion with our 
Maker, not indeed in the same open, 
visible manner as at first; but by the 
more secret, silent influences of his 
Holy Spirit. . . He purchased a new 
covenant for us full of grace and 
mercy; freeing us from the whole of 
Adam’s curse, viz. death . . . and final- 
ly assuring us of a complete victory 
over it, by the gift of eternal life and 
happiness.” 

From a long note on Romans 1:17 
we select the following: “The phrase, 
the righteousness of God, is also some- 
times put for His goodness and mercy; 
and sometimes as righteousness in vari- 
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“24 When you find it hard to pray, begin with praise. 
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ous parts of Scripture stands for de- 
liverance and salvation, so the right- 
eousness of God, in the apostolic writ- 
ings, may be understood of that which 
God considers or constitutes as right- 
eousness, in order to the first justifica- 
tion of men, or as a ground for pardon- 
ing their past sins, viz. the profession 
of faith in Christ; or it may signify 
the method which God has contrived 
or proposed for our becoming right- 
eous; for the righteousness which 
arises from a scheme which God has 
by His infinite wisdom planned, and 
through His goodness revealed to men, 
may properly be called the righteous- 
ness of God; and it may further be 
called so, as being that righteousness 
which He requires, or which is most 
acceptable to Him, as being most agree- 
able to His nature. All these senses 
may be included here; for, in all these 
senses, is the righteousness of God re- 
vealed in the Gospel. For therein is 
revealed the wisest plan that can be de- 
signed, to promote virtue in mankind, 
being most admirably adapted both to 
enlighten our minds and purify our 
hearts; therein is revealed the exceed- 


ing great love of God towards man- 
kind, beyond all that men could con- 
ceive of it; as we are informed by the 
Gospel, that God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that men might not perish, but have 
everlasting life. In the Gospel is re- 
vealed a righteousness of God’s con- 
trivance, viz. a professed faith in 
Christ, which He graciously reckons 
for righteousness, and on account of 
it justifies from, or remits all past 
transgressions, saving or delivering us 
from the punishment justly due to 
them, and putting us upon the footing 
of children who have never offended 
Him, and afterwards accepting of an 
imperfect virtue instead of a perfect 
one. And in the Gospel also is revealed 
that most perfect righteousness which 
God delights in, and which is most 
agreeable to His nature as a pure 
Spirit, not consisting in outward works 
only, but in the spirit of the mind. The 
Gospel teacheth the most perfect way 
of life, and lays for the foundation of 
it, faith.” 

Finally we will illustrate the excel- 
lent grasp on all sides of true doctrine 
possessed by this good man by a quota- 
tion from his note on 2 Thessalonians 
1:10. “In that day, when by the exalta- 
tion of all that have believed in Him, 
and led holy lives, He shall be glori- 
fied and looked upon with admiration. 
Whilst Christ’s saints or holy disciples 
are despised, insulted and persecuted, 
Christ is not glorified, in them, nor 
admired for His regard to them. But, 
when He shall punish their persecutors, 
raise His saints from the dead, deliver 
them out of all their troubles, and 
make them completely glorious and 
happy; then shall He be glorious and 
admirable in the eyes of the whole 
world. His veracity, power, wisdom, 
and abundant goodness, will then shine 
out conspicuously. The whole intelli- 
gent creation will then esteem Him 
glorious and admirable for what He 
has done in and for His faithful dis- 
ciples.” 

This last note brings out an original 
thought which proves the compiler’s 
deep knowledge of the Scriptures and 
is well worth our consideration. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


LESSONS 


BY DR. ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


JUNE 4, 1950 


Habakkuk Teaches Trust in God 
LESSON TEXT: HABAKKUK 1:1-4, 
12-12; 2:1-4; 3:17-19 
Golden Text: “I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation’’ 
(Hab. 3:18) 


Critical Days 
Violence, strife, and contention 
The law slack 
Wrong Judgment 
The Fundamental Problem —The Chaldean 
Conquest 
God's Answer 
He will deliver 
His time is appointed 
He comforts His people 
God's Compassion in Judgment 
The wicked shall perish 
The just shall live 
Habakkuk's prayer 


In spite of legends and interesting rab- 
binical traditions, we know nothing about 
this prophet. His ministry as a prophet 
may be dated about 610 years before 
Christ, perhaps earlier, which would 
make him a contemporary of Jeremiah, 
who, like him, prophesied in Judah. 

The book consists of but three chap- 
ters, the third one a psalm, though called 
a prayer, with all the characteristics of 
a normal Hebrew poem or psalm. Inci- 
dentally, in this psalm we find the word 
“Selah” three times, in verses 3, 9 and 13, 
and nowhere else outside of the book of 
Psalms. The name Selah in 2 Kings is 
not the same Hebrew word. 

It will be of advantage to the teacher 
to read the three chapters through at 
one sitting in the King James Version, 
then in the Revised Version, and in some 
of the modern English translations. There 
are always some pleasant surprises for 
one who can and will read the foreign 
language translations, German, Spanish, 
or French, for example. 


A New Commentary 


Discussion of the prophet’s argument 
can be found in all the standard com- 
mentaries, and articles in the Bible dic- 
tionaries under the prophet’s name. An 
interesting book of 104 pages appeared 
under the title “The Eternal Why.” “The 
Prophet Habakkuk Answers a Timeless 
Question” is the sub-title. The author is 
L. Fuerbringer, and the publisher is the 





Dr. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor of English Bible 
at Muhlenberg College, is engaged in full 
time Bible conference work. 
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Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Missouri (Eternity Book Service, 
$1.50). I mention this book because of 
my desire that teachers build up a pri- 
vate library in their homes of books 
which will help them to learn, and thus 
to teach the Bible more effectively. 

It may be helpful to mention the head- 
ings of the four chapters under which the 
author treats the book: The Critical Days 
of Habakkuk; Habakkuk’s Fundamental 
Problem; God’s Answer to Habakkuk’s 
Complaint; and God’s Compassion in the 
Midst of His Judgment. 

This outline may remind us of the gen- 
eral theme of the book of Job, beginning 
also with a serious problem, very diffi- 
cult to resolve, until in the end God 
speaks and Job comes to trust God abso- 
lutely, although understanding only in 
part. The general argument of the book 
of Habakkuk may also be found in a 
goodly number of the Psalms. The tenth 
Psalm will illustrate the point, as in the 
opening verses the Psalmist complains 
about the overbearing conduct of the 
wicked, oppressing the innocent, certain 
that God takes no note of their wicked- 
ness. He then prays, vs. 12-15, that God 
may avenge the sufferings of these perse- 
cuted ones, and then praises God, vs. 16- 
18, for having heard the prayers of the 
fatherless and the oppressed. 


The Prophet’s Message 


In the first chapter of Habakkuk, the 
prophet is speaking to God in the first 
four verses, the first printed portion of 
our lesson, the first verse, however, being 
introductory, announcing the message of 
the prophet as a “burden” which he 
“saw.” In Malachi we read of the “bur- 
den of the word of the Lord to Israel,” 
1:1, and in Amos 1:1 we have this pecu- 
liar statement, “The words of Amos 
which he saw concerning Israel.” 

The word “burden” as applied to the 
message of a prophet might better be 
translated by the word “oracle,” as the 
reference columns of the Revised Ver- 
sions suggest. To “see” a burden, or to 
“see” the words of the Lord, refers to 
the idea of a vision, the way in which 
the Lord revealed to the prophet what he 
in turn was to convey to His people, re- 
membering that one of the words for a 
prophet is “seer.” 

Verses. 2-4 reveal the depressed state 
of mind, we ‘might say, the burdened 
heart of the prophet because of the wick- 
edness rife in the land, and worst of all, 
God seems not to care, and answers him 
not. The prophet cries “Violence,” and 


God does nothing to save His people. It 
is interesting to note that the word “vio- 
lence” is, together with the word “corrup- 
tion,” used in Genesis 6:11-13 to describe 
the moral condition of the race which 
was destroyed by the judgment of the 
flood which God brought upon it. And 
“as it was in the days of Noah, so shall 
it be also in the days of the Son of man” 
(Lk. 17:26). 


Moral Anarchy 


And so it was in Judah in the days of 
Habakkuk. The general description of 
conditions in the land in these three 
verses indicates moral anarchy, for the 
wicked seem to be in control, wherefore 
there is strife, contention, and injustice, 
oppression, and perverted judgment, 
with which God is not well pleased. But 
again, the prophet does not understand 
why God does not punish the wicked. 
This is his problem, as it was of the 
writer of the 73rd Psalm which should 
be read at this point. 

But God has a word for His friend, the 
prophet (vs. 5-11), for He promises that 
He will do a work within the lifetime of 
Habakkuk, which will cause him to mar- 
vel; for He will stir up the Chaldeans 
and send them across the country of Ju- 
dah, pouring in like a flood, as their 
horsemen spread themselves, raging like 
wild beasts after their prey. Kings, 
princes, fortifications will not be able to 
restrain them. 


A New Problem 


To this picture of judgment brought 
upon the land through the Chaldeans by 
God Himself, Habakkuk sees another 
problem, more difficult than the first one. 
He feels that the Chaldeans are in every 
respect more wicked than those whom 
they are appointed to punish. He states 
the problem thus in verse 13: “Where. 
fore lookest Thou upon them that deal 
treacherously (that is, the Chaldeans), 
and holdest Thy tongue when the wicked 
devoureth the man that is more righteous 
than he?” Under such circumstances the 
people of Habakkuk are like helpless 
fish, the prey of fishermen and their nets. 
If God will not help His people, they will 
be like the fish which have no ruler over 
them to defend them, absolutely helpless. 

In his complaint he sees the Chaldeans 
making merry over their catch, as they 
take them, figuratively speaking, with 
hook (the “angle” of v. 15) and net, 
even sacrificing to their nets (the “drag” 
of vs. 15, 16), because by them they have 
their living. Will the Chaldeans never 
cease their conquests; never empty their 
nets of their plunder; never spare con- 
tinually to slay the nations? 

The first ray of hope, the first inkling 
of trust in God which the prophet reveals 
as he contemplates the threatened pun- 
ishment he was asked to proclaim to his 
nation, are to be found in 1:12, “Art 
Thou not from everlasting, O Lord my 
God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. 
O Lord, Thou hast ordained them fox 
judgment; and, O mighty God, Thou hast 
established them for correction.” He be- 
lieves that God will use the Chaldeans as 
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HABAKKUK 


The name of the eighth of the 
twelve minor Prophets should be ac- 
cented on the second syllable. Its root 
meaning is “embrace,” the related 
verb being found in about fourteen 
passages, in twelve of which it is trans- 
lated “to embrace,” as in Genesis 
33:4, where Esau embraces his brother 
Jacob after twenty years of separa- 
tion. In two of the passages it is used 
in speaking of the folding of the hands. 
See Ecclesiastes 4:5. 











an instrument to correct his own people, 
and then in turn will chastise them for 
their terrible cruelties for which they 
were known and feared by the surround- 
ing nations. 


On Watch 


The first four verses of the second 
chapter are also a part of the printed 
lesson. In verse 1 the prophet, after hav- 
ing poured out his complaint, is on the 
qui vive, on the lookout, as it were, for 
God’s answer which he hopes will re- 
solve his perplexity. And his faith is not 
disappointed, for the Lord comes to him 
with a comforting message for the na- 
tion. The vision granted to him he was 
to write in words on tablets of clay, and 
set them out publicly, so that the passers- 
by might read them easily. 

The reason for writing the message 
was that a brief time would intervene be- 
tween the proclamation and fulfillment, 
so that the people might become discour- 
aged because of the delay. “For the vi- 
sion is not yet” the Lord told Habakkuk, 
“but for an appointed time; at the end 
it shall speak, and not lie; though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely 
come; it will not tarry.” Note the quo- 
tation of this promise in Hebrews 10:37- 
38, a Messianic passage. 


Life by Faith 

The heart of the prophecy comprising 
the second chapter is certain destruction 
of the very wicked Chaldeans, for “his 
soul is lifted up and is not upright in 
him.” On the other hand, the godly na- 
tion, and shall we say, the godly rem- 
nant within the nation, of whom the 
prophet was one, because of their trust 
in God, shall live by their faith, and by 
God’s faithfulness. 

The familiar statement, “the just shali 
live by (his) faith,” quoted in the New 
Testament at Romans 1:17, Galatians 
3:11 and Hebrews 10:38 became the 
“slogan” of the Reformation, wherefore 
we might be justified in thinking of the 
prophet Habakkuk as the “grandfather 
of the Reformation!” 


Woe to the Chaldeans 


From verse 5 of the second chapter to 
the end we have the detailed description 
of the final judgment upon the Chal- 
deans. Five woes are pronounced upon 
those who despoil their neighboring na- 
tions because of their covetousness (vs. 
6, 9, 12, 15 and 19). In their revelry 
and drunkenness they also give their 
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neighbors drink (v. 15), the cause of the 
downfall of many individuals and nations 
in the course of history. 

Idols cannot save the Chaldeans (v. 
18), for they are but the workmanship of 
man’s hands. How can wood and dumb 
stones, even though over-laid with silver 
and gold, but having no breath within 
them, teach anybody anything? By way 
of contrast, “Jehovah is in His holy tem- 
ple; let all the earth keep silence before 
Him,” for when He speaks, it shall be 
done, and no one can hinder His will 
from being done. 


Praise to God 


Therefore, in the beautiful poem, chap- 
ter 3, the prophet, like David, pours out 
his heart in rhythmic praise, “in which, 
after an invocation and petition that God 
in wrath remember mercy, the prophet 
describes God’s appearance in majesty 
and the ensuing consternation of His ene- 
mies, and expresses the quiet confidence 
of faith in God.” 

In the spirit of Job, who declared that 
though God should slay him, yet would 
he trust in Him, the prophet exclaims, 
“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines; the 
labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat; the flock shall be 
cut off from the fold, and there shall be 
no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation” (3:17, 18). 

Here we may perceive the meaning of 
the name of the prophet Habakkuk, “to 
embrace” in action, for although every- 
thing should be taken from him, God, 
who is from everlasting (1:12), would 
remain, and to Him will he “cling,” re- 
joicing in Him, the God of his strength 
and of his salvation. 


JUNE 11, 1950 


Zephaniah Calls to Repentance 
LESSON TEXT: ZEPHANIAH 1:12- 
18; 3:16-20 


Golden Text: “Seek ye the Lord, all ye 
meek of the earth, that have kept His 
ordinances; seek righteousness, .seek 
meekness; it may be ye will be ‘hid in 
the day of the Lord’s anger” (Zeph. 
- 2:3) 

Judgment 

At hand 

An indifferent people 

A day of wrath coming 
A Call to Repentance 
Salvation and Blessing Promised 


The name of the minor Prophet whom 
we are studying today, Zephaniah, means 
one who is hidden of Jehovah, that is, 
one who is protected by Him in the 
midst of possible dangers. 

One can hardly fail to recall the ter- 
rible description of the day of God’s 
wrath and judgment in Revelation 6:15, 
where those who never repented are hid- 
ing themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains, saying to the 
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of Him that sit- 
teth on the throne, and from the wrath 





of the Lamb; for the great day of His 
wrath is come; and who shall be able to 
stand. This day of His wrath is a theme 
running through the whole Bible, the 
wrath of Psalm 2:5 and 12, the day of 
God’s anger in Zephaniah 2:2. 

Many a Gospel hymn has caught up 
this figure of “hiding,” as in the most 
familiar one of all of them, “Rock of 
Ages, cleft for me; let me hide myself in 
Thee.” And what a great difference be- 
tween the idea of hiding in terror from 
the presence and face of a wrathful God 
and that of being safely hidden in and 
by Him, the reward of those who have 


.put their faith and trust in Him! 


Zephaniah prophesied as a contem- 
porary of Jeremiah and of Habakkuk, 
about 620 B. C. The moral conditions of 
the people furnish the same background 
for their prophecies and their messages 
follow the same pattern, although the 
personalities of the prophets themselves 
may account for variations of treatment 
as indicated by figures of speech, vocab- 
ulary, and idioms. 

In Zephaniah, chapter 1, we find the 
note of judgment; then a call to repent- 
ance, chapter 2:3-8, the theme of our 
lesson, and thirdly, a promise of salva- 
tion and blessing after the wicked have 
been removed by God’s judgments, which 
will fall alike on the disobedient among 
His own people and upon the Gentile 
(heathen) nations. The final outcome 
will result in the recognition of Jehovah 
by a redeemed and prosperous people in 
Jerusalem and in the land, surrounded 
by nations who now willingly honor and 
serve Him, after they have beheld and 
experienced His power in judgment upon 
all the world. 


Partial Fulfillment 


As in the case of many prophecies con- 
cerning Israel and Judah, there was a 
partial fulfillment of God’s blessing upon 
Judah particularly, when, as recorded ia 
Ezra and Nehemiah, the Jews returned 
to rebuild the Temple and the walls of 
Jerusalem with joy and singing, but we 
shall have to wait for the final act in the 
drama of Israel’s history until from all 
nations they shall come to their own land 
to bow at the feet of their Messiah, Jesus. 
Let a well-known commentator tell it in 
his words: 

“Jerusalem, the city of God, was trod- 
den down by the heathen even to the time 
of the destruction thereof by the Romans 
(70 A.D. under Titus), whereby the des- 
olation of the Holy Land, which con- 
tinues to the present day, was produced, 
and the dispersion of the Jews to all 
quarters of the globe accomplished, and 
both land and people were laid under 
the ban, from which Israel can be lib- 
erated only by its conversion to Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of all nations, and 
from which it will assuredly be redeemed 
by virtue of the promise of the faithful 
covenant God.” 

The eleven verses immediately preced- 
ing the first portion of our printed les- 
son, which begins with verse twelve of 
the first chapter, announce the theme of 
the first division of the book: “The day 
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of the Lord is at hand” (1:7), and in 


relation thereto, God’s purpose: “I will 


utterly consume all things from off the 
land, saith the Lord.” The Hebrew 
phrase is: “from off the face of the 
ground” as in the Revised Version, for 
not only is Judah concerned in this book, 
but all “the peoples” as, in 3:9, “the 
people” should be translated. 


Coming Judgment 

This world-judgment is the background 
for the more specific note which con- 
cerned the judgment as it was to affect 
Jerusalem and Judah, in which Zepha- 
niah would be personally concerned, for 
he was, according to verse one, the great- 
great-grandson of Hezekiah king of 
Judah. 

The enumeration of Judah’s sins is 
somewhat different from what we found 
in Micah and in Habakkuk, where much 
emphasis was laid upon the unethical 
conduct of the people by oppression of 
the poor and injustice in the sphere of 
human relations. 

In Zephaniah we have thé condemna- 
tion directed by the prophet against the 
worship of Baal and other idols, and 
against those who on their housetops 
worshipped the stars of Heaven, includ- 
ing the sun and moon, indicating, of 
course, the forsaking of the true God, 
Jehovah. That their hearts were inter- 
ested in the heathen nations round about, 
was indicated not only by the worship 
of their gods, but they even took to wear- 
ing foreign clothes, perhaps those of 
Egypt or Babylon, quite contrary to the 
ancient command that Israel was to keep 
herself aloof from the heathen nations. 


No Escape 

But judgment is coming apace, vs. 
7-11, and it will be thorough and com- 
plete, for no individual will escape. In 
the first verse of our printed lesson the 
Lord promises to comb the city with a 
candle in one hand so as to find anyone 
who may be hiding in order to escape. 
One is reminded of the classical story of 
the Greek philosopher, Diogenes, who 
sought out one honest man, if it were 
possible to find one, by searching the 
streets of Athens with a lantern in his 
hand. 

No doubt, the Lord used the army of 
the Babylonians to execute judgment, 
and their work under Nebuchadnezzar in 
the course of three expeditions, culminat- 
ing in 587 B. C. was quite thorough. 

The phrase, “settled on their lees,” re- 
fers to wine making, when the wine was 
not drained from its dregs, meaning 
therefore those who were quite settled in 
their wicked ways, certain that the Lord 
was not interested in punishing them for 
their evil doings, unconcerned and neu- 
tral. 

But just because of their indifference 
as to what God might think of their con- 
duct, their land and homes would be 
plundered, indeed they might at that 
very moment be building houses, but 
they would not inhabit any of them; 
they might at that very time be planting 
vineyards, but they would not enjoy the 
product of them, for the great judgment 


June 1950 


day of the Lord was at hand, and even 
the strong and powerful in the commu- 
nity would howl and cry bitterly for the 
desolation of the land. - 


The Terrors of Judgment 


“A day of wrath, a day of trouble and 
distress” it would be, a “day of waste- 
ness and desolation, a day of darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness, a day of the trumpet and 
alarm against the fenced cities, and 
against the high towers.” It has been 
suggested that in these two verses Zepha- 
niah has crowded together all the words 
supplied by the language to describe the 
terrors of the judgment. One can almost 
hear the trumpet blasts over all the for- 
tresses of the land as one reads the rapid 
succession of strong words describing the 
results of hostile military forces invading 
and devastating the country. 

“To walk like blind men” (v. 17), 
means to seek a way out of trouble but to 
be unable to find one. This distress is to 
come upon them because they have 
sinned, as described in verses 4-11, even 
against the Lord. Their blood is to be 
poured out, estimated as of no more value 
than the dust upon which it falls, and 
their bodies shall cover the battlefield as 
dung. 

Not even the wealthy shall be delivered 
by their silver and gold in the day of 
God’s wrath, for with one fell stroke, 
and a sudden one, the whole land shall 
be devoured by the fire of His jealousy 
(because they had worshipped other 
gods) (v. 18). 


“Seek Ye the Lord” 


But, as always, God will not destroy 
without offering one more opportunity to 
repent, and thus at least to postpone the 
final catastrophe. “Seek ye the Lord, all 





ZEPHANIAH 


Tsaphan (or Zaphan), the first half 
of his name, means to hide, as one 
would a treasure for safe keeping. It is 
only one of a number of Hebrew verbs 
meaning to hide, and not the most 
common one, but it will be found in 
the comforting fifth verse of the 
twenty-seventh Psalm, where we read: 
“For in the time of trouble He shall 
hide me in His pavilion; in the secret 
(place) of His tabernacle shall He hide 
me; He shall set me up upon a rock." 

In this verse we find the verb "hide" 
two times, but two different verbs in 
the Hebrew. The first one is the first 
half of the name of Zephaniah, but 
the second one, and a more common 
one, is the same as in our Golden Text 
for today, which is particularly the 
call of the prophet to repentance: 
"Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the 
earth, who have kept his ordinances; 
seek righteousness, seek meekness; it 
may be ye will be hid in the day of the 
Lord's anger." This is evidently ad- 

~ dressed to the righteous remnant in 
Judah, who had not yielded to the gen- 
eral trend of the times. 











ye meek,” cries the prophet in the words 
of the Golden Text for today. “It may 
be ye shall be hid in the day of the 
Lord’s anger.” And if the day be not 
postponed, the godly remnant may some- 
how be spared. 

How like Isaiah this sounds, “Come, 
now, and let us reason together,” saith 
the Lord (1:18). “Seek ye the Lord 
while He may be found; call ye upon 
Him while He is near. Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon” (55:6-7). 


The Glorious Future 


And it is only because of His mercy 
that the prophet Zephaniah in the second 
half of our lesson can call upon Zion 
and Jerusalem to rejoice in hope. For 
the time of complete restoration for Is- 
rael, the land, and the whole earth will 
come, since Jehovah will be dwelling 
among His people, now purified.. He will 
be resting in His love for them, joying 
over them with singing (3:17). 

Verse 18 is an encouragement for 
those of Psalm 137, who in a strange 
land could not sing the songs of Zion, 
could not observe their annual festivals 
in their Temple. But the time will come 
after their captivity when they shall re- 
turn to their land; and, particularly in 
the last days, Israel shall no longer be 
a reproach among the nations but a 
praise in the earth and the name and 
fame of Jehovah shall be glorious in 
every land. 


JUNE 18, 1950 
Malachi Pleads for Wholehearted 
Religion 
LESSON bese” wo gs 2:10; 3:7- 


’ 


Golden Text: “Have we not all one Fa- 
ther? hath not one God created us? 
why do we deal treacherously every man 
against his brother, profaning the cove- 
nant of our fathers?” (Mal. 2:10) 


Backslidden Israel 
Priests unworthy 
Intermarriage with heathen nations 
No tithes 
God's Love Spurned 
Imperfect offerings 
Blind leaders 
Marriage profaned 
Some Faithful Still 


We do not know anything about the 
author of the last book of our Old Testa- 
ment. He tells us nothing concerning 
himself, quite content to be “the bearer 
of the burden of the Word of the Lord” 
to Israel. He was like Elijah, merely 2 
voice (see Isa. 40:3; Mt. 3:3), and more 
concerned that his people should pay 
heed to his message than that they should 
interest themselves in the messenger. 

As to the time of his activity as a 
prophet, we have no direct statement, but 
internal evidence is so clear that we 
need not hesitate to say that it must have 
been very close to the time of Nehemiah, 
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perhaps immediately after his activities 
as recorded in the book by his name. By 
internal evidence we mean that the evi!s 
against which Nehemiah so vigorously in- 
veighs are taken up by Malachi in his 
definite charges against his generation. 
Three of these charges are outstanding, 
and common to both books. 


Unworthy Priests 


One of them concerns the priests, who 
have in their sacred office not upheld the 
spirit of the covenant which God had 
made with them in Levi as leaders and 
teachers. And if the priests fail in theic 
God-given duties, the people must natu- 
rally be unable to attain the high goal 
which God so early in their history set 
for them, a holy people in immediate re- 
lation with a holy God (Ex. 19:6; Lev. 
20:26). 

A second item concerns the marriage 
of some, even in the families of the 
priests, with women of the surrounding 
heathen nations. In the last half of the 
last chapter of Nehemiah, Solomon is 
mentioned as one who had been led into 
a similar trap! And we may believe 
from the records that, through such acts 
on his part, idolatry was introduced into 
Israel, the punishment for which was the 
Babylonian captivity. The irony of this 
is that, having been allowed to return to 
their land, they begin to repeat some of 
the very violations of the divine law 
which had brought upon them the judg- 
ments of God. 


Tithes Forgotten 
Then, in the third place, they had 
failed to make their contributions to the 
Lord’s treasury in “support of the. min- 
istry,” for the Levites were obliged, as 


Nehemiah says, to work on the farms in 
order to support themselves and their 
families. The same was true of the Tem- 
ple singers. Malachi therefore pleads 
with his people to bring their tithes into 
God’s treasury, whereupon He would re- 
spond by overwhelming them with His 
blessings upon them in turn. 

We have mentioned these points of 
contact between the books of Nehemiah 
and Malachi to help ourselves to deter- 
mine the approximate date of Malachi’s 
ministry. From Malachi to Matthew 
there is a period of four centuries, dur- 
ing which period the voice of no other 
prophet is heard in Judah until John the 
Baptist appears in the spirit of Elijah 
along the banks of the Jordan, proclaim- 
ing the first advent of Him who is the 
major subject of all prophecy, the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world. 

What, in its tersest form, was the 
“burden” of the Word of the Lord to His 
people Israel? Four words in our Eng- 
lish text, “I have loved you”—thus saith 
the Lord; an echo of Jeremiah 31:3. 


God’s Love Questioned 


The actual state of the heart of the 
people is immediately revealed by their 
sudden retort in the form of a question, 
“Wherein hast Thou loved us?” This 
sinister “wherein” we find again in 1:6, 
7; 2:17; 3:7; 3:8; 3:13 (in this last 
passage “what” translates the same He- 
brew word). 

Surely no words ever cut deeper into 
the heart of God than their reply, 
“Wherein has Thou loved us?” When 
true love is spurned, ignored, unrecog- 
nized, and refused, somebody’s heart will 
be hurt and wounded sore. “I have 





against thee,” says Jesus to the Church 
in Ephesus, “that thou hast left thy first 
love.” “How often would I—but ye would 
not,” are tender and pathetic words min- 
gled with the tears of Jesus (Mt. 23:37). 

Compare Malachi 1:6 with Isaiah 1:2, 
3. How touching again the plea as God 
speaks to His people as a father to a son. 
Animals know and recognize their mas- 
ters, but My people show Me no honor, 
even the priests depising My name. Again 
the sarcastic retort: “Wherein have we 
despised Thy name?” “Well, ye offered 
polluted bread upon mine altar.” “Where- 
in,” they ask again, “have we polluted 
Thee?” God then charges them with 
bringing blind, lame and sick animals to 
His altar, offerings which cost them noth- 
ing. No wholehearted religion in that! 
A plugged nickel is not for deposit in 
the bank of Heaven, and is not entered 
on the books there. 


God Looks on the Heart 


The prophet then derides their mer- 
cenary spirit. In 1:10 he seems to be 
able to find no one who is willing to open 
the doors of the Temple or to kindle the 
fires for sacrifice on God’s altars without 
expecting a fee. Depressing as such a 
situation is, there is hope for the future 
in that the Gentiles will do better, for 
His name shall someday be great among 
them, and pure offerings shall be placed 
upon His altars—broken and contrite 
hearts, for acceptable sacrifices are so 
only if the heart of the offerer is right 
and sincere. 

When men’s hearts are not right, they 
soon grow weary of God’s demands upon 
them 1:13, and because human nature is 
what it is, it has always been difficult to 
keep religion spiritual. Hence the impor- 
tance of faithful priests in the Old Testa- 
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ment dispensation, and faithful, godly 
pastors in the Church today. 

“The priests’ lips should keep knowl- 
edge, and they should seek the law at his 
mouth; for he is the messenger of the 
Lord of hosts” (note here again the 
meaning of the name, Malachi). But the 
prophet charges them with having de- 
parted out of the way, and having caused 
many to stumble at the law. 


Blind Leaders 


Here one can see the power of exam- 
ple and guidance. If the leaders are out 
of the way, then the people will be led 
astray. And if Judah forgets God and 
despises His commands, there will be in- 
justice and deceit within the community. 
At this point enters the Golden Text: 
“Have we not all one Father? Hath not 
one God created us? why then do we deal 
treacherously every man against his 
brother, by profaning the covenant of 
our fathers?” 





MALACHI 


The name Malachi means "My Mes- 
senger. It may be a short form for 
Malachiah—the Messenger of Jehovah 
(see Haggai 1:13, where that prophet 
is called Jehovah's Messenger). The 
word for messenger is in the Greek of 
the New Testament angelos, our word 
"angel," hence, turning to Revelation 
22:16 we are interested to read that 
Jesus sent His angel, His messenger, 
to John to testify to him concerning 
the message of the book of Revelation. 
Thus "Malachi" closes the Old and the 
New Testament! 











This verse does not speak of the “uni- 
versal fatherhood of God, and the uni- 
versal brotherhood of man.” Here the 
prophet is speaking of God’s chosen peo- 
ple, called with, and to, a holy calling, 
a relationship like that between father 
and son, a holy family. Within such a 
group there must be true heart affection 
for God, as the Psalmist so often ex- 
presses it, and by the same token, sincere 
regard for the welfare of each member 
of the brotherhood. For this God’s moral 
law made detailed provision. But if this 
law be despised and disregarded, degen- 
eration and consequent disintegration 
must ensue. 


Marriage Profaned 

A clear indication of this is presented 
by Malachi in 2:11-16, with special ref- 
erence to the matter of the marriage 
covenant. Upon reading this passage we 
learn that there were those in Judah who 
profaned the holiness of the Lord by un- 
holy alliances, men putting away and 
forsaking the wife of their youth and 
marrying a heathen woman (“the daugh- 
ter of a strange god”). So frequently 
was this happening, that the altar of the 
Lord was constantly wet with the tears 
of these abandoned widows; indeed, just 
for that reason, the Lord will not, He 
says, any longer accept any offerings laid 
on the altar. 
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Again, they do not seem to understand 
the seriousness of the charge. “Where- 


fore” they ask, “is the Lord displeased ~ 


with us?” The prophet then goes on to 
explain by saying that God was a witness 
to their first marriage, a sacred ‘covenant, 
and is again a witness of the unholy act 
of divorcing the one who had been a 
faithful companion. He cannot approve 
of such “putting away” (v. 16). 


Marriage Ordained by God 


God originally created one pair, one 
man and one woman. Into these He 
breathed the breath of life. He had, 
however, enough breath left, 2:15, to 
have made a second wife for Adam, but 
to have a holy seed, uncorrupted by 
polygamy, he so ordained it that monog- 
amy should prevail, wherefore adultery 
is a grievous sin. Their sin was further 
compounded in that they married heathen 
women after having abandoned the law- 
ful wives of their youth (their first 
love). 

Other ordinances they had been ig- 
noring (3:7), whereupon the Lord asks 
them to return to Him and He would re- 
turn to them. But they ask, “Wherein 
shall we return?” The prophet answers 
their question by asking another, “Will 
a man rob God?” and they in surprise 
ask wherein they had robbed Him. Sure- 
ly they would not think of doing that. 
But Malachi says that they were holding 
back the tithes and offerings which be- 
longed to the Lord. 

Malachi knew that loving and giving 
go together—the heart and the purse 
opening on the same spring. If a person 
loves the Lord, the heart and the purse 
both belong to Him. Heart religion al- 
ways takes care of, because it is interest- 
ed in, the work of the Lord. Failure to 
support the Temple worship showed that 
God was not in their hearts. 


Blessing Offered 


The Lord now speaks, 3:10, urging 
them to bring in the tithes as an indica- 
tion of their affection for Him, and He 
would bless them beyond measure in all 
temporal things. 

But amid all their failures there is a 
bright spot. There were those who did 
“think on Him,” who spoke to one an- 
other about the Lord, and who were con- 
cerned and cared about His cause. The 
Lord paid attention to what they said, 
and kept a roll of their names, a roll of 
honor, a precious company to be crowned 
in the day when the Lord shall act in 
judgment upon the wicked,. but preserv- 
ing the righteous and those who served 
and obeyed Him. 

For, behold, the day cometh that shall 
burn as an oven, when the self-righteous 
shall be burned as stubble. But unto 
those that fear the Lord, He shall arise 
as the Sun of righteousness, with healing 
in His wings for a very sick world. Those 
who are rooted and grounded in God’s 
love shall flourish; they who have for- 
saken Him shall perish in the heat of His 
wrath. 

Before Jesus came the first time, John 
the Baptist came to preach repentance, 


to turn the hearts of his generation to 
their fathers ‘with whom God had made 
His original covenant. It may be that the 
parents and children of the same fami- 
lies may be meant, and that by a sincere 
faith and true repentance all shall unite 
in serving the Lord with a heart religion 
which will avert what would otherwise 
be a curse, which is the last word of our 
Old Testament, quite in contrast with the 
grace of the last verse of the New Testa- 
ment bestowed upon the saints (see the 
Revised Version) who have come to love 
the Lord sincerely, and to “serve Him 
with a perfect heart and a willing mind; 
for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts; if thou seek Him, He will be 
found of thee; but if thou forsake Him, 
on cast thee off forever” (1 Chron. 
8:9). 
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Jonah Learns God’s Missionary 
Purpose 


LESSON TEXT: JONAH 3:3-6; 4:1-11 
Golden Text: “‘Salvation is of the Lord” 
(Jonah 2:9) 


The Prodigal Prophet 
Chapter | 

The Praying Prophet 
Chapter 2 

The Preaching Prophet 
Chapter 3 

The Pouting Prophet 
Chapter 4 


It would serve no useful purpose to 
spend our time in the discussion of va- 
rious critical questions which have been 
raised about this book since the rise of 
the so-called “Higher Critics.” There 
are those who treat it as an interesting 
romance for the purpose of teaching an 
important truth, namely, that God’s care 
for His people extends to all mankind. 
The miraculous element in the book does 
disturb many people. Did Jonah him- 
self write the book, and if not, will its 
vocabulary help to date it? 


A Type of Christ 


It is enough for us to know that Jesus 
makes several references to Jonah, rais- 
ing no doubtful questions. Read in this 
connection Matthew 12:38-41: “Then 
certain of the scribes and of the Phari- 
sees answered, saying, Master, we would 
see a sign from Thee. But He answered 
and said unto them, An evil and adul- 
terous generation seeketh after a sign; 
and there shall no sign be given to it, but 
the sign of the prophet Jonas (the Greek 
form of the Hebrew, Jonah) : for as Jonas 
was three days and three nights in the 
whale’s belly, so shall the Son of man 
be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in judgment with this genera- 
tion, and shall condemn it; because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, 
behold, a greater than Jonas is here.” 
(See also Mt. 16:4 and Lk. 11:29-30.) 

It is needless to say that both teachers 
of today’s lesson as well as the pupils 

(Continued on page 32) 
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THE WARFIELD REPRINTS 
The Person and Work of Christ 
575 pages, $4.50 


The Inspiration and mage of the Bible, 
$3.75. 

By Benjamin Breckenridge Warfield, 
The Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 
Company, Philadelphia, 1950. 

When the Editor of Erernity first en- 
tered Princeton Theological Seminary he 
answered an advertisement on the bulletin 
board and went to the study of Dr. War- 
field where he met the great theologian 
for the first time. I left the study that day 
with a manuscript “The Cessation of the 
Charismata,” written in Dr, Warfield’s ex- 
ecrable handwriting, and during the next 
few days deciphered it, and reduced it to 
typescript, preparing it for publication in 
the Princeton Theological Review. 

For two years I went in and out of Dr. 
Warfield’s home, taking back copy and re- 
ceiving new manuscripts from time to time, 
and I got more real theological training in 
the conversations with Dr. Warfield than I 
did in some of the classes. I had previously 
handled the class-notes of Dr. R. A. Torrey, 


for a similar period of two years, and the 


imprint of these two men, the latter a giant 
preacher mightily used of God on the pub- 
lic platform, and the former a giant theol- 
ogian, mightly used of God in the classroom 
and in the printed page, is very marked in 
my own theological thinking. 

Upon the death of Dr. Warfield, the Ox- 
ford University Press issued his writings in 
tén large volumes, which have been out of 
print since before the second world war. 
Dr. Samuel Craig and his collaborators 
have done a great service to the church in 
reissuing these two volumes for present day 
use. The one volume is the cream of Dr. 
Warfield’s work on the living Word, the 
other is his work on the written Word. For 

him the two were final. He knew that the 
living Word was revealed only in the writ- 
ten Word and the latter was ever his su- 
preme court from which there could be no 


a , 

PE Warfield was cold and austere in the 
classroom, but in his study he glowed with 
an evangelical fervor that led the young 
student to realize that here was a man who 
was not in love with theology merely, but 
in love with the Lord Jesus Christ. Dr. 
Warfield was the typical southern gentle- 
man of the old school, out of the heart of 
Kentucky. His boyhood had been passed in 
the days of the war between the States, and 
he brought the spirit of the cultured rebel 
to the field of theology where the German 
theologians were entering the church as 
carpet-baggers were entering the South. 
Beyond any question Dr. Warfield was the 
mightiest theological voice in the world, in 
any language, for the period between 1886, 
when he was called to Princeton Seminary 
to succeed the great Hodge, and his death 
in 1921. 

The reissue of these two volumes is most 
timely. Dr. Wariield would have taken the 
neo-orthodox position and have spitted it 
on his sharp pen and roasted it before the 
fires of revelation and logic. Though he 
lived before the period of the neo-ortho- 
doxy, which is, of course, pseudo-orthodoxy, 
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his articles demonstrate that the proponents 
of the new school are in ignorance of his 
position, and as is so often the case with 
men who do not believe the Word of God, 
they speak and act as though no one had 
ever destroyed their position even before 
they adopt it. ° 

Warfield on the Bible is the greates 
modern book on the inspiration of the 
Scriptures. This volume is further enriched 
with an introduction by Dr. Cornelius Van 
Til, which covers the developments in the- 
ology and philosophy since the death of Dr. 
Warfield. 

These two volumes should be on the 
desk of every minister who thinks that he 
has the capacity for reading a book that 
demands sustained thinking. If a man is 
not willing to think, he must, of course, 
go on in the rut in which he is buried at 
present, but these books of Warfield will 
confirm the faith of the faithful and jolt 
the liberal out of his rut. Let the liberal 
read them if he dare. No man. can read 
these books and remain an honest liberal. 

D. G. B. 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE has made 
arrangements to offer both of these volumes 


at a special price of $7.25. 


OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES (vol. 1) 


Genesis to Job 
WILLIAM R. NEWELL 


The Moody Press, Chicago, IIL, 
413 pages, $3.00 


You can’t tell a book by its cover, but 
two things commend this book to our atten- 
tion before a word is read—its author, and 
its publisher. William R. Newell is well 
known as a skillful and trustworthy in- 
terpreter of the Word of God. The Moody 
Press is known to publish only sound, 
evangelical literature. This combination is 
a guarantee to the reader that here is 
worthwhile reading. As one opens the book 
and reads, he finds that his confidence in 
both the author and the publisher is amply 
justified. . 

“Old Testament Studies” were originally 
given in large union Bible classes held in 
the United States and Canada at the turn 
of the century. They were privately pub- 
lished in book form but in recent years 
have been unobtainable. Now these studies 
are made available after re-editing and re- 
vision and the inclusion of additional ma- 
terial. This volume contains studies in the 
Old Testament from Genesis to Job. The 
author plans to follow this with further 
studies in the remaining portion of the 
Old Testament. 

There are two types of Bible study books. 
One is a commentary on a portion of Scrip- 
ture; the other is a guide to the study of 
a portion of Scripture. There can be no 
doubt as to which is the more valuable. 
The principal value of Mr. Newell’s book 
is that it does not tell you everything one 
ought to know about a Bible passage. It 
does, however, point the way into the 
treasury of truth, and does so in such an 
interesting manner as to make one desire 
to take his Bible in hand and follow the 


signposts. The one thing the author is 
insistent upon, repeating it in every lesson, 
is that nothing can take the place of read- 
ing and rereading the Bible itself. As a 
skillful teacher, Mr. Newell reveals the 
possibilities of deép, satisfying truth which 
a study of the Word of God will yield, but 
makes one do the digging for himself if 
he wants to find the richest ore. 

Mr. Newell is influenced by Plymouth 
Brethren authors in much of his under- 
standing of the Scriptures. One does not 
find fault with that; it is merely an ob- 
servation. It would be indeed strange, how- 
ever, if there were not in such a volume as 
this something to which a reviewer would 
take exception. In an extended footnote on 
pages 95 and 96, Mr. Newell takes the 
position that the Christian should observe 
the Lord’s Supper every Lord’s Day eve- 
ning, and is quite impatient with those 
who observe the Lord’s Supper less fre- 
quently, or in the morning of the Lord’s 
Day. He even proposes that if the Chris- 
tians with whom one meets do not thus 
celebrate it, one should gather one or two 
devoted believers and so observe it. 

If Mr. Newell insists upon this detail, 
one wonders why it is not as important to 
insist upon every detail as observed by the 
early Christians? Why not partake of the 
Lord’s Supper about a table, reclining on 
couches such as were used in those days? 
Must the same type of goblet and the same 
kind of bread be used as were used by the 
early Christians? It is written, “As often as 
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord‘s death till He come” (1 
Cor. 11:26), but neither in Christ’s institu- 
tion of the Supper, nor in any subsequent 
teaching of the apostles is there the express 
command that the Supper be celebrated 
every Sunday night. 

Here is one of the most provocative Bible 
study books in print. It creates the longing 
to know the Bible better. It stirs to a 
reading and studying of the Scriptures. 
This is not a book for consecutive reading, 
although even such a use of it would not 
be without profit. Its primary purpose is 
to provide through its pages a thorough 
Bible course that could keep one busy for 
many months. 

There are vords of wisdom to preachers 
in this book and many preaching sugges- 
tions. There are excellent studies of Bible 
characters. There are many precious in- 
sights into passages of the Bible often 
neglected. One looks forward to the suc- 
ceeding “Studies” in this series, but mean- 
while will have quite enough to do in 
following the suggestions of this volume. 
Anyone who wants to know “how” to study 
the Bible as well as “what” the Bible 
teaches must have this book. 

H. W. O. 


LET GOD BE GOD 


PHILIP S. WATSON, M.A. 


An interpretation of the theology of Martin 
Luther. The Muhlenberg Press, Philadel- 
phia, 1949. XI, 203 p. $2.50 

To those interested in the oor of 
doctrine “Let God be God” by Philip S 
Watson is a must. In this book the author 
gives to us in definitive fashion the great 
doctrines set forth by Martin Luther, the 
moving spirit of the Reformation. Watson 
wastes no words, but with precison and 
copious quotations from Luther’s works, 
presents the reformer’s message with clarity 
and vitality. 

Watson, as a Methodist, is interested in 
Luther as a reformer because of Wesley’s 
admiration for him. Quoting from the lat- 
ter’s “Standard Sermons,” he points out 
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CLARENCE H. BENSON 
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Teacher 


Deals with practical problems Sunday School 
teachers meet. Ideal textbook for teacher 
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that it is the doctrine of justification by 
faith, “which our church justly calls the 
strong rock and foundation of the Christian 
religion.” Writing in 1749, Wesley describes 
this doctrine as “the old way of salvation 
by faith only” and opposes it to “the new 
path of salvation by faith and works.” 

This book will be extremely interesting 
to those who rejoice in the doctrine of the 
sovereignty of God for in Part Five of this 
work under the heading “The Doctrine of 
the Word,” we have Luther’s development 
of his teaching of God's sovereignty. Wat- 
son points out how Luther taught that man 
could not save himself by any means, 
having been totally crushed by the hammer 
of the law. Thus by Christ alone is man 
provided with the faith that enables him 
to accept Christ. 

The title of the book, “Let God be God,” 
derives from the fact that any other doc- 
trine apart from justification by faith alone 
robs God of being God. God can only be 
God when He alone saves man apart from 
anything man or the church may con- 
tribute to salvation. 

Luther points out that there are two 
works of Christ, that which is strange to 
Him and that which is proper to Him. The 
strange work of Christ is our Lord’s use of 
the law to condemn in order that men may 
be convicted and convinced that they need 
a Saviour. The proper work of Christ is 
that work of the Gospel which brings men 
into contact with the love of God and 
through regeneration causes them to grow 
in grace. The strange work of Christ is 
made necessary by man’s sin. The proper 
work of Christ is made possible by God’s 
grace. 

Everyone should have “Let God be God” 
by Philip S. Watson because of its impor- 
tance and because of the clarity, brevity, 
and precision with which it presents its 
subject. 

R. L. K. 


THE PASSION FOR SOULS 
OSWALD J. SMITH 


Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London, 
128 pages, $1.00 

Oswald Smith is a man with a passion— 
“the passion for souls.” This is the kind 
of book you would expect him to write, 
and he does it well. 

If you have a Christian friend who needs 
to be stirred to a ter realization of the 
importance of missions and evangelism, 
give him this book. Its two opening chap- 
ters read like a novel, and before one knows 
it, he is in the heart of the message of the 
book. Written by a heart aflame, it is 
bound to warm the hearts of those who 
read it. 

What Dr. Smith writes is true, and the 
Holy Spirit is able to bear witness to it in 
power. Facts and illustrations illuminate 
the truth so that it shines. Dr. Smith writes 
from experience. The things of which he 
speaks have been tested in the great Peo- 
Fag Church of Toronto, Canada, of which 

has been pastor for more than twenty- 
five years. 

The one warning that should be issued 
concerning the book is: “Don’t read it un- 
less you are willing to be disturbed from a 
smug, self-complacency!” It is impossible 
to read this book thoughtfully and be the 
same. 

The price of the book makes it available 
to all and suitable for giving to others. The 
size of the book gives no one who fails to 
read it the excuse of lack of time for read- 
ing it. 

H. W. O. 


$2 


Sunday School Lessons 


(Continued from page 29) 


should read the whole of this short book, 
for one needs the background of the brief 
printed lesson in our quarterlies to ap- 
preciate it properly. 


Jonah’s Commission 


In the first two verses of the book the 
Lord gives him his commission, namely, 
to go to Nineveh, a great and wicked 
city, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. 
But Jonah was not interested, for evi- 
dently, as a Hebrew, he did not care to 
bring a message from his God to a hea- 
then people. The Hebrews were not “a 
foreign missionary people,” and had to 
learn what God meant when he told 
Abraham that in his seed all the nations 
(Gentiles) were to be blessed. 

Jonah therefore sought to flee from the 
presence of the Lord to Tarshish (prob- 
ably Tartessus in Spain), but, accord- 
ing to Psalm 139:7-12, no one can do 
that. He goes to Joppa and finds a ship, 
paying the fare for a voyage westward, 
thinking thus to get away from God and 
the commission which had been given 
him. 

Joppa, the modern Jaffa, next door 
neighbor of Tel Aviv, the present day 
capital of Israel, was in Old Testament 
times the seaport of Canaan and of Jeru- 
salem (2 Chron. 2:16). It is mentioned 
in the New Testament also, Acts 9, 10 
and 11. By an interesting coincidence, it 
was in Joppa also that the Apostle Peter 
had to learn that God would no longer 
have a Hebrew call a Gentile unclean, 
for He was about to send Peter to the 
Gentile Cornelius, with a message from 
and about the Lord. 


Jonah and Paul 


We may also note that the historian 
tells us that Jonah paid the fare, but 
Paul, who was later traveling the same 
route westward as a prisoner of the 
Lord, no doubt had his fare paid by the 


Roman government. Paul, we must re- 
member, was a Hebrew also, and espe- 
cially chosen as the Lord’s messenger to 
the Gentiles, and at the close of his ca- 
reer was able triumphantly to exclaim, 
“I was not disobedient to the Heavenly 
vision” (Acts 26:19). 

But the Lord pursued Jonah, sending a 
great wind after the ship, so that the 
sailors were desperately afraid. Each one 
of them began praying to his god (for 
these Phoenician ships usually carried a 
motley crew), and, as the situation grew 
worse, they lightened the ship (exactly 
as in the course of Paul’s journey (Acts 
27:18). 


Jonah Pursued by God 


But Jonah was asleep in the hold of 
the ship, which the skipper could not 
understand. So he aroused Jonah and 
begged him to pray to his God for deliv- 
erance from the fury of the storm. They 
even cast lots to determine who on the 
boat might have brought upon themselves 
the anger of the gods. The lot fell on 
Jonah, who was at once obliged to under- 
go an inquisition. They asked him his 
nationality, his occupation, and what 
nemesis was pursuing him, and for what 
crime. 

He told them that he was a Hebrew, 
and was trying to run away from His 
God, the Maker of the land and of the 
sea. They then asked -him what they 
could do to him so that the storm might 
abate. He at once suggested that they 
cast him overboard, but they tried to 
avert such summary action by rowing for 
the shore, there to disembark him. But 
the strong wind and the raging sea made 
this impossible, so they threw him over- 
board, whereupon the sea became calm, 
and the: sailors acknowledged the power 
of Jonah’s God, and offered a sacrifice 
to Him. 


A Great Fish 
As for Jonah himself, 1:17 says that 


God prepared a great fish to swallow 
Jonah, which after several days, brought 














No c + is necessary 
to reveal the humor of the 
woman who has come to 
hate her bathroom scale 
because it tells the truth 
about her overweight. 
She has decided to put 
the scale in the attic 
where it can not accuse 
her day by day. Her rea- 
soning is parallel to that 
of the people who hate 
the Bible. They have at- 
tempted to destroy the 





Bible, and when this has 
been proven impossible 
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they have tried to ignore 
it. But the Word of God 
still stands. The man who 
turns away from the Bible 
is still a condemned sin- 
ner and the woman who 
puts the scales in the at- 
tic is still overweight. The 
answer to her problem is 
stern self-discipline. The 
answer to the sinner's 
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him back to his starting point and spewed 
him out upon the shore. The word “pre- 
pare” in 1:17; 4:6, 7, 8 does not mean 
to create. The Hebrew verb, manah, 
means to count, to reckon, to assign, to 
appoint, to ordain, to order. 





WHO WAS JONAH? 


A Jonah, son of Amittai, as in I:1, is 
also mentioned in 2 Kings 14:25, re- 
ferred to as a servant of the Lord, 
that is, a prophet, who as active dur- 
ing the reign of Jeroboam the Sec- 
ond, early in the eighth century B. C. 
There is reason to believe that this 
Jonah was the same prophet as the 
one of our lesson. He lived in Gath- 
hepher, called Gittah-hepher in Josh- 
ua 19:13, a small village in Zebulun, 
therefore not very far from Joppa, the 
port in which Jonah in our lesson took 
ship for Tarshish. 











The word “whale” does not appear in 
the text of Jonah. It was a dag gadol, a 
great fish, dag being the Hebrew word 
for “fish,” as in the name of the heathen 
fish god, Dagon, of the Phoenicians. (See 
the margin of 1 Sam. 5:4, where we read 
of “the fishy part” of the idol, Dagon.) 

We shall not discuss the difficult prob- 
lem involving the kind-of fish (the New 
Testament uses the word ketos, whence 
our technical term cetacea, an order of 
marine mammals, including the whale, 
dolphins, and porpoises, whence our use 
of the word whale in connection with the 
story of Jonah, Mt. 12:40) that caught 
up Jonah, nor the question as to whether 
a man can remain alive in the huge body 
of a sea monster, lest we miss the main 
point of the story. 


Jonah’s Prayer 


While Jonah was still in his “prison,” 
he prayed the prayer. of chapter 2. It is 
in the literary form of a psalm, and one 
can spend a profitable half hour compar- 
ing the verses with David’s Psalms, for 
many of the phrases are to be found in 
both. One passage impresses itself upon 
us, used also of Jesus, “Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in Sheol; neither wilt Thou 
suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption” 
(Psa. 16:10; Acts 2:27). The last, sen- 
tence of the prayer, “Salvation is of the 
Lord” is our Golden Text. 

After Jonah had come back to land, 
the Lord gave him a second commission 
to go to Nineveh with the message God 
gave him. This he did, entering into the 
very heart of the city and cried, “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown,” using the very verb employed 
in Gen. 19:25 of the overthrow of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

There is no explanation given as to 
why the citizens of Nineveh and the King 
himself were so quick to believe God. 
The king ordered a fast, commanding 
that not only the people but even the 
beasts should be covered wtih sackcloth 
as a token of mourning. The whole popu- 
lation was to cry mightily to God, to 
turn from their evil way, and from their 
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violence, hoping that God would turn 
and repent, and thus spare the city. 


Jonah’s Chagrin 

When God saw this, He graciously re- 
pented and relented, sparing the city— 
and what seems so strange—to the cha- 
grin of Jonah! He could not believe that 
salvation was intended for other people 
than himself and his nation, and yet he 
knew that God was gracious, and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness (see Psa. 86:5), and might spare 
wicked Nineveh, should he go there with 
an offer of forgiveness. This, he says, 
was the real reason for his flight to Tar- 
shish. 

Still more strange is his request in 3:3 
that the Lord take his life, and permit 
him to die, the very petition of Elijah in 
1 Kings 19:4, but how different the cir- 
cumstances and the reasons for such a 
request. In Elijah’s case it was because 
he thought that he was the only one who 
still regarded Jehovah, in spite of the 
fact that there were seven thousand who 
had not bowed the knee to Baal. In 
Jonah’s case, he pouted because Nineveh 
had turned to God, had repented, and 
was spared. 


Jonah’s Lesson 


So Jonah was taught a lesson in a 
simple, but yet dramatic way. He had 
built for himself a lodge at some distance 
from the city to observe what was going 
to happen to it. To add to his comfort 
amid the heat, the Lord permitted a vine 
to grow over the booth, but God in turn 
allowed a worm to attack the vine, caus- 
ing it to wither, exposing Jonah to the 
sun and wind. 

Jonah seems to have become angry at 
the sudden destruction of the vine, which 
furnished the occasion for the Lord to 
ask him a question (vs. 10, 11). Why 
should he pity the vine, the creature of 
a night and a day, and not justify God 
in sparing Nineveh with its teeming pop- 
ulation, including innocent children and 
helpless cattle. 





JONAH’S NAME 


The name "Jonah" is a common 
word in the ordinary vocabulary of the 
Hebrew, and means a "dove." It occurs 
more than thirty times in the Old Testa- 
ment, and is sometimes translated 
turtle-dove and pigeon. Since messages 
are at times committed to the carrier- 
pigeon, especially in war time, one may 
think of Jonah as such a messenger, 
but too stubborn at first to carry out 
his mission. The second time, after 
severe discipline, the “dove” comes 
through and delivers the message. The 
same word, jonah, is used of the dove 
by which God delivered His message 
of peace to Noah on Ararat, not so. 
very far away from the later site of 
Nineveh: 











An Open Question 
The book closes with this question. 
Jonah’s thought about it is not recorded. 
Perhaps it is allowed to remain as an 


open question to be answered by each 
individual in-the day when there will be 
a Gospel to be preached to the uttermost 
part of the earth, that is, to the Gentiles 
(Acts 1:8). 

Those who may see in the story of 
Jonah the outline of the history of the 
Hebrew people will note that they failed 
as a nation to be a witness to the Gentiles 
of Jesus as Saviour and Lord. They, as 
a result, have been scattered among the 
nations, out of their land, as Jonah was 
lost in the waters of the sea; but, when 
they shall return again to their land, 
shall recognize their Messiah, and re- 
ceive “the second time” the commission 
to proclaim Jesus to the world as Son of 
God, the Messiah of Israel, and Saviour 
of the world, perhaps then converted Is- 
rael will insist on completing the book 
of Jonah with the answer. to the question 
of the last verse, as they go forth pro- 
claiming to the nations that the Lord is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy, and that “salva- 
tion is of the Lord,” and of Him alone. 


A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 13) 


Justice Frank Oliver of the 
Bronx, criticizing law enforce- 
ment officers for entering and 
searching homes without warrants, 
said: “We [the courts] have be- 
come janitors of police stations 
instead of protectors of the liber- 
ties of the people; agents for the 
rough-house tactics of policemen 
instead of instructors on_ the 
the rights of the public.” Habak- 
kuk had the same complaint (1: 


2-4). 


For some months we have received 
confidential reports from missionary 
friends in Colombia, South America, 
concerning the terrible persecutions 
that were being launched against 
Protestantism by the Roman Catholic 
Church. We were asked to withhold 
publication .of the facts as they feared 
reprisals. Now, however, the treasurer 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, Daniel W. 


-Pattison, has made public a letter ad- 


dressed by the Board to the United 
States Senate, and the State Depart- 
ment under date of April 10th, which 
gives the details of twelve instances of 
religious persecution of Protestants in 
Colombia. 

Mr. Pattison states that “the situa- 
tion instead of getting better is getting 
worse all the time and there seems no 
alternative but to bring the facts before 
the people of our country so they will 
know the true situation in Colombia as 
it affects religious freedom.” 

Among the incidents of persecution 
are the following: In the environs of 
Cali ten churches have been burned, 


several pastors jailed, a missionary as- 
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saulted by police while conducting 
worship services, and a wedding 
broken up by police who arrested the 
clergyman and attacked the partici- 
pants. During the month of March the 
“last outpost” of Lutheranism in the 
Department of Boyoaca was burned 
to the ground. “These acts of persecu- 
tion,” Mr. Pattison said, might be mul- 
tiplied a hundred times if one took the 
time to collect the details. Sworn state- 
ments from those who have suffered 
can be obtained if it is so desired.” 
The Presbyterian official went on to 
note that a “professional man, who for 
many years was on the faculty of the 
university, told us that he felt the great 
mass of people in Colombia have been 
completely disillusioned in regard to 
the Roman Catholic church by the part 
she has played in the last election.” 
Mr. Pattison charged that the religious 
persecution is “occurring in the rural 
areas and is at the hands of the na- 
tional police or mayors of the smaller 
towns. These mayors are the ap- 
pointees of the President and they in 
turn appoint the police, so both groups 
represent the reactionary political par- 
ty which identifies itself with the Ro- 


man Catholic Church. Local incidents 
are usually ‘instigated’ by the local 
priests. 

“Better educated and responsible 
Roman Catholics have told Presby- 
terian missionaries that they deplore 
these acts of violence and believe that 
the connection of the Roman Catholic 
Church with the reactionary politicians 
is turning many Colombians away 
from that Church. A pattern similar to 
that followed by Franco seems to be 
emerging in Colombia and the present 
set-up has all the earmarks of a ‘police 
state.’ It is hardly likely that this sit- 
uation will be changed voluntarily by 
the men who have brought it about nor 
by the President-elect, who owes his 
election to these police-state methods.” 

Mr. Pattison concluded his letter by 
stating that the conditions could not be 
overcome except by an internal upris- 
ing or the pressure of world opinion, 
and that it was in the interest of the 
latter that he presented his informa- 
tion. The New York Times presented 
the matter in three-quarters of a col- 
umn on page 24 of its Sunday edition, 
April 16th, 1950. It will be interesting 
to see whether the matter appears in 





many other papers in the U.S. We 
demonstrated some years ago that the 
Roman Catholics dominate the press 
bureaus of the country and that they 
get ten times as much material in the 


‘newspapers in proportion to their sta- 


tus in the population as do the Protes- 
tants. 

Let us not believe one word that the 
Catholics say against such tactics as 
those used in Colombia. They would 
establish precisely the same conditions 
in this country if they possessed the 
power. The evidence of history to this 
claim is overwhelming. 


Louis Johnson, Secretary of 
Defense, said, “We do not and 
cannot promise full immunity to 
all of America against atomic at- 
tack. There is a risk to living in 
the middle of the twentieth cen- 
tury.” 

There has been risk in living in 
any century, but the major risk 
is not in the fact that things may 
happen which will speed one’s 
exit from this world, but that men 
will live without being prepared 


for the entrance into eternity. 
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Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 21) 


when you see gullies and streams dirty 
with the eroding topsoil. It is what your 
heart is by choice. 

LORD, MAY OUR WAYS PLEASE THEE. 


June 18 
A FUGITIVE AND A VAGABOND (4:12) 
A fugitive is one who is in flight, a 
vagabond is merely a wanderer. Cain was 
going to start to flee but, of course, he 
could never get away from what was pur- 
suing him because it was in his heart. 
When he was out of breath he would 
merely wander. Then he would start run- 
ning again. From henceforth every rock 
would hide an enemy for Cain and in 
every shadow he would fear an avenger. 
For the unsaved man there is no place to 
hide. Only for those who come to the 
Lord Jesus Christ can there be rest. Well 
may we sing, “Thou blest rock of ages, 
I’m hiding in Thee.” All of the life of 
the earthlings is a barren search for 
something that will allay fear and quiet 
the desperation of the flight. It is for this 
that men drink, that men scramble madly 
for wealth. It is even for this that men 
take recourse to religion without God. 
Any port in a storm; any foxhole when 
the firing gets heavy. 
LORD, MAY WE EVER REST IN CHRIST 
FROM FLIGHT AND WANDERING. 


June 19 
MY PUNISHMENT IS GREATER THAN 
1 CAN BEAR (4:13) 

Not the faintest whisper of penitence; 
not the smallest sign of sorrow for sin; 
not the remotest movement towards the 
grace of God. It may be taken for certain 
that Cain pitied himself as he fled and 
commiserated with himself in his wander- 
ings. God, he thought, was indeed a hard 
God to give him such a lot. One of the 
consequences of sin is that it makes the 
sinner pity himself instead of causing him 
to turn to God. One of the first signs of 
new life is that the individual shall begin 
to take sides with God against himself. 
Instead of saying that your lot is worse 
than you deserve try saying to God, “Oh 
God, I should be in Hell if I had what I 
really deserved.” If you can see that that 
is really true, you are either saved or so 
close to it that it will not be long until 
you throw yourself upon His grace. 
LORD, GIVE US TO SEE THINGS AS THEY 
ARE. 


June 20 
EVERY ONE THAT FINDETH ME 
SHALL SLAY ME (4:14) 

Not any one, but every one shall slay 
me. He was conscious that his sin merited 
wrath, but all he wanted to avoid were 
the immediate consequences. Here was 
remorse but not repentance. Remorse 
comes from the Latin word which means 
to bite again, as a morsel is a little bite. 
Sin does bite the sinner, and he uses any 
kind of opiate to stop the pain. Re- 
pentance is godly sorrow. It means a 
right-about-face; trusting the Lord you 
once despised and rejected and turning 
your back on the self you once trusted. 
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Now self is despised and rejected and the 
Lord is the object of love and faith. Cain 
had none of this. All he wanted to avoid 
were the deserved consequences. Thus 
does sin distort the vision and cause the 
further degradation of the sinner. 

LORD, MAY WE FLEE TO CHRIST. 


June 21 
THE LORD SET A MARK UPON CAIN 
(4:15) 

Whether the Hebrew word be trans- 
lated “mark” in the sense of a brand, or 
whether it be translated “sign” or “pledge” 
or “token” as in other passages, makes no 
real difference. The Lord was saying, defi- 
nitely, that there should be no capital 
punishment. Later He would change this 
after the flood, but now, in this age 
where man has received the knowledge 
of good and evil, every man is responsible 
to that conscience. God tests men in dif- 
ferent ways at different times but every 
test yields the same result. There is noth- 
ing in man that can fulfill the demands 
of God’s requirements. Cain was to live 
on and furnish yet an illustration of the 
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truth of God’s Word. Death was to be 
manifested in its foulest forms of sin. 
That which had begun in pride and self- 
will was to end in outer darkness. There 
was to be a long walk in sin upon the 
earth to furnish examples for us to avoid. 
LORD, MAY WE WALK IN THEE. 


June 22 
CAIN WENT OUT. FROM THE 
PRESENCE OF THE LORD (4:16) 

The presence of the Lord was the altar 
where the blood was shed. This was the 
place that was protected by the cherubim 
with the flaming swords. It was the place 
where Abel had brought his lamb and 
the place where Cain, in blasphemy had 
brought his fruit. He had been willing 
to recognize the God of providence in 
the harvest but not the God of grace in 
the blood. Now his wickedness shows its 
last arrogance. He turns his back, on the 
one possibility of redemption and goes 
his own way. This is “the way of Cain” 
(Jude 11) into which all must go who 
abandon the atonement which God has 
provided. It is either the blood and fel- 
lowship with God or the refusal of the 
blood and no fellowship with God. God 
was present, of course, watching over 
Cain in all his wanderings, but Cain had 
left Calvary behind. 

LORD, MAY WE DWELL AT THY PLACE 
OF SACRIFICE. 


June 23 
CAIN DWELT IN THE LAND OF NOD 
(4:16) 

Adapting the work of one commenta- 
tor, we see: Nod means wandering, and 
the prophecy of Cain’s vagabondage was 
now fulfilled (v. 12). He started in hu- 
man thinking as opposed to divine revela- 
tion; he continued in human wilfulness 
instead of the divine will; he opposed hu- 
man pride to divine humility; he sank to 
human hatred instead of rising to divine 
love; he presented human excuses instead 
of seeking divine grace; he went into 
wandering instead of seeking to return; 
he ended in human loneliness instead of 
in divine fellowship. To be alone with- 
out God is the worst thing that earth 
can hold, to carry that walk into eternity 
is, indeed, the second death. 

LORD, BRING ALL OUR STEPS BACK TO 
THEE. 


June 24 
AND CAIN KNEW HIS WIFE (4:17) 


How many unbelievers have used this 
woman as an excuse for their departure 
from the Word of God! And yet Gen. 5:4 
says that Adam and Eve had daughters. 
And if it be argued that a man may not 
marry his sister, we answer that a stream 
is purer at the source than at the mouth. 
Who would not prefer to drink from the 
Mississippi in upper Minnesota than at 
New Orleans? Every generation, like cities 
on the banks of a stream, puts its sewage 
into the human race. Adam married even 
closer than a sister; he married his own 
rib! Only a man who is looking for an 
excuse to get away from God will be 
troubled by such questions as this. 
LORD, GIVE US A SIMPLE FAITH. 
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June 25 


HE BUILDED A CITY AND CALLED IT 
AFTER HIS SON ENOCH (4:17) 


Misery loves company, and in that fact 
is the beginning of urban civilization. It 
is man seeking to surround himself with 
his fellows in order to fortify himself 
against God. Cain was a vagabond even 
though he had settled down. He was a 
wanderer in his heart even though he 
slept in the same bed for the rest of his 
life. Of him, as the Psalmist wrote, 
“Their inward thought is, that their 
houses shall continue for ever, and their 
dwelling places to all generations; They 
call their lands after their own names” 
(Psa. 49:11). He calls his son’s name 
Enoch, “dedication,” and thus shows a 
profession of religion without any posses- 
sion. As there was no hint of the knowl- 
edge of sin and the thought of redemp- 
tion in his offering of fruit, so there is no 
indication of repentance now. He calls 
his son “dedication” but he has not given 
himself up. 

LORD, MAY WE POSSESS AS WELL AS 
PROFESS. 
June 26 


AND METHUSAEL BEGAT LAMECH 
(4:18) 


Names are always significant in Scrip- 
ture. God gives us no information what- 
soever about the third, fourth, fifth, and 
sixth generations from Adam except that 
the grandson of Cain was Irad, “witness,” 
and that the next two generations had 
the name of God, El combined with their 
names. There was a form of godliness 
but there was no power. The whole civ- 
ilization was to come to its flowering in 
the seventh generation, and it would be 
seen what the line of Cain could produce 
in ungodliness. Enoch in Cain’s line is 
a fleshly dedication; in Seth’s line it will 
produce the Enoch who walks with God. 
In the godly line Lamech, “humility,” 
will father Noah, but in the ingodly line 
the Lamech that is the seventh from Ad- 
am is earthiness personified. “Humility” 
comes from “humus,” earth; and it is pos- 
sible to have it mere dirt as in Cain’s 
Lamech. 

LORD, TEACH US OUR TRUE PLACE. 


June 27 


LAMECH TOOK ... TWO WIVES... 
ADAH .. . ZILLAH (4:19) 


Here is the beginning of polygamy on 
the earth. The lusts of the flesh have 
conquered the mind of men. Nature’s 
order is turned upside down. The names 
of the women are Adah, “beauty,” and 
Zillah, “adornment.” It is posshible to 
find from the Scripture that God truly 
hates glamour; of godly women the Holy 
Spirit writes, “Whose adorning (lit. word) 
. . - let it be the hidden man of the heart 
. . . a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price” (1 Pet. 
3:3, 4). There is more than a hint in our 
text of the rise of woman to a place con- 
trary to that which God gave her (3:16), 
with her desire to her husband. A soft- 
ness enters civilization as though to cush- 
ion the blows that had fallen on Cain 
and to quiet his wandering heart. But it 
was of no use. 

LORD, MAY THE SPIRIT DOMINATE OUR 
FLESH. 
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THE HARP AND ORGAN .. . ARTIFICER 
IN BRASS AND IRON (4:21, 22) 


The arts are legitimate if they are en- 
joyed as something added after redemp- 
tion and with a full recognition that they 
are transitory and that they contain temp- 
tation. The issue of Cain, whose religion 
is to improve the fallen creature, went 
out from the presence of the Lord, and 
sought to make the ruined world happy 
by building cities, producing music and 
works of art. There is the attempt to 
make life easy, civilized, and safe. There 
are many people who hold these things 
as a shield between their heart and God. 
The arts become a pass-time. It is rather 
safe to judge that Jubal played dances 
and not Psalms, for God says of such, 
“The wicked, through the pride of his 
countenance, will not seek after God; God 
is not in all his thoughts” (Psa. 10:4). 
LORD, WEAN US FROM EARTH. 
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AND LAMECH SAID UNTO HIS WIVES 
. .- HEAR MY VOICE (4:23, 24) 


Lamech was a poet and composed this 
ode, perhaps the first poetry of earth, 
which cries, “I have slain a young man 
who merely wounded me, a young man 
who merely hurt me. God may take care 
of Cain sevenfold, but I will take care of 
myself seventy-seven fold” (Heb.). It 
was the height of blasphemous arrogance. 
The first murderer had produced a 
grandson who was a murderer. The first 
murder was in envy, this was in pride. 
We may see Lamech strutting before his 
two wives, boasting of his bloody deed. 
The cup is almost full of wrath. And by 
counting that Lamech was the seventh 
from Adam, and by noting that God 
counts Lamech’s cousin Enoch and calls 
him seventh (Jude 14), we can realize 
the force of Enoch’s testimony, using the 
word “ungodly” four times in as many 
lines (Jude 15), and know that Lamech’s 
was the hard speech of an ungodly sinner 
spoken against God. 

LORD, GIVE US GRACE TO CALL 
THINGS BY THEIR RIGHT NAMES. 
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MEDITATE ON THE SPACE BETWEEN 
VERSES 24 AND 25 


The paragraph builds up to a tremen- 
dous picture of a civilization of the arts, 
and the triumphant song of a murderer, 
and then . . . silence. We never hear of 
Cain’s line again. In the space between 
these two verses we must see the- rising 
waters of the flood and hear the shrieks 
of these men as they were carried off to 
their doom. It is interesting to note that 
God says of every son of Seth “and he 
died,” except Enoch, whom He took alive 
to Heaven. Of Cain’s line there is no 
mention of death. The reason is that 
they were dead already. Of the woman 
who lived in pleasure God said she was 
“dead while she liveth” (1 Tim. 5:6). It 
was true of the men also. For physical 
death in the line of Seth is not separa- 
tion from God, but triumph; but the sec- 
ond death in the line of Cain has carried 
all its sons away to outer darkness. Physi- 
cal death for them is anti-climax. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT WE ARE 
ALIVE IN CHRIST. 
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Tomorrow 
(Continued from page 23) 
while, and to bless us with prosperi- 
ty, we shall be enabled to get the 
Gospel out to the uttermost parts of 
the earth while it is yet day. But at 
the same time we see the doors clos- 
ing, and missionary enterprise re- 
duced again and again, and we know 
that it is very possible that our efforts 
shall be further curtailed in distant 
places. But though our prayers may 
fall in harmony with the plan of God 
and keep us yet witnessing before 
every open door, yet we cannot ex- 
pect that the unregenerate members 
of our nation or any other nation, 
will come to repentance before God. 

Think what that would mean. 
Truman would have to issue a proc- 
lamation calling upon the nation to 
have a time of humility and prayer. 
And he could not say that everyone 
should go to whatever meeting place 
he wished and pray according to the 
dictates of his own conscience. It 
would be necessary for him to call 
men away from false altars. The 
Roman Catholic mass would have 
to cease its blasphemous sacrifice. 
There could not be another unitar- 
ian service that denies the approach 
to God through Christ; there would 
be no more cults. The Mormon 
church would go out of business, as 
would Unity, Christian Science, Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses. The nation of Is- 
rael, or at least, all of the Jews in the 
United States would have to receive 
Jesus Christ as their Messiah. You 
can pursue this list infinitely. There 
would be an end of gambling 
rackets and the liquor traffic. The 
nation would repent and seek true 
righteousness. And we know that all 
of that is not going to happen. There 
is no promise in the Bible that God 
is going to convert this or any other 
nation. God is taking out a people 
for His name (Acts 15:14). When 
this process has been completed He 
will intervene once more in the af- 
fairs of the earth. But until then, 
the mystery of iniquity will continue 
to work (2 Thess. 2:7) . 

There would be no point to the 
promises of Romans eight if it were 
possible to avert the tribulation, 
famine, nakedness, peril or sword 
that are announced to come upon 
the Christian himself. The glory of 
God is more greatly enhanced by al- 
lowing these things to strike His peo- 
ple and to show His power to care 
for them and to keep them in peace 
and in true surrender and worship 
in the midst of these things. 

Most certainly the people of God 
must be called to humility and to 
their knees in prayer as never before 
in history. But even after writing 
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that sentence, my practical knowl- 
edge of the psychology of English 
Christians under the bombing calls 
me to say that it is impossible to 
seek the face of God more than the 
face of God has been sought by His 
people in other crises. The fact that 
a ten ton weight is now directly 
above us is incapable of calling us 
to any more devotion than when 
there was only a five ton weight. The 
crushing would be the same in either 
case, and the true believer looks to 
the Lord in patient expectation of 
deliverance in the midst of the ca- 
lamities that may come upon us at 
any moment. The five ton weight of 
block-busters hung over British 
Christians and they humbled them- 
selves and prayed. The ten ton 
weight of atomic warfare or the fifty 
ton weight of hydrogen bomb war- 
fare hangs over us. Any of the 
weights would destroy us physically: 
none of these weights can touch us 
spiritually. 

But there is a very practical con- 
clusion that I would put before the 
people of God for their prayerful 
consideration. I have said on several 
occasions that I have a close friend 
who is high in the secret service of 
one of the Allied, or Western Na- 
tions. I have been able to put down 
in these pages some things which I 
have learned from this friend which 
could in no wise affect our national 
security or that of any other nation, 
but which can give the people of 
God a little more intelligence in 
thinking ahead. I was told months 
ago that not only did Russia have 
the atom bomb, but that she has 
made progress beyond anything we 
have dreamed of in this country in 
the application of atomic power to 
commercial uses and that she has 
bombs beyond the power of any- 
thing that we possess. 

This information which I have 
hinted at on several occasions can 
now be put down in more public 
manner because it has appeared in 
print in Kenneth de Courcy’s pri- 
vately distributed information serv- 
ice. This is, of course, available to 
all informed services, and the Rus- 
sian authorities undoubtedly have 
copies. In his issue of two months 
ago Mr. de Courcy sets forth that 
Russia is in advance of the U.S. on 
atomic bombs, that she has already 
made and exploded one H-bomb 
and has two in stock. He accuses the 
western governments either of hope- 
less ignorance in secret service 
(which is, of course, not the case), 
or of deliberately concealing the 
truth from the public (which is, of 
course, the case) . 
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Mr. de Courcy even tells his pub- 
lic that the A-bomb industry in Rus- 
sia is centered at Irkutsk, Kuznetsk 
and Sevouralsk. He further states 
that the most important center is in 
Siberia, its location known only to 
a very few top Soviet leaders, and 
that no one entering the area is ever 
permitted to come forth alive, with 
the exception of the top leaders. Mr. 
de Courcy locates the place at Longi- 
tude 103°—104° East, and Latitude 
65°—66° North. His information 
also accords with that which I have 
received independently that the Rus- 
sians have developed a machine 
sending out some sort of cosmic rays 
that can put the electrical parts of 
an internal combustion engine out 
of commission, making it impossible 
for an airplane to approach areas 
protected by such machines. 

It is because of this known advan- 
tage of arms that Russia is acting in 
such a strong fashion, even to the 
shooting down of a American plane 
with ten aviators and brazenly lying 
about it. 

When a group of ministers were 
told by me of these things they asked 
what could be done practically. It 
is not enough to sit around smugly 
and say that the Lord may come and 
take the believers out from the earth 
before enemy bombs could fall on 
us. The Lord didn’t take British be- 
lievers out before the London blitz. 
The fact is that the bombs may well 
fall on us. 

What should our attitude be? The 
answer that I have made for my- 
self is that I shall continue in the 
course of my work as if I had an 
unclouded future for the work. I 
shall give myself utterly to the work 
that is at hand and leave the issues 
to God. I shall not seek to run away 
or choose to go to preach in what 
might be an out of the way place. 
But I do think that Christian people 
should act in a foresighted manner, 
and in supernatural calm about the 
means to consider, so that no pre- 
cipatate action would be forced 
upon an individual in a second of 
time. The Massachusetts Medical 
Society has decided to place stocks of 
medicines in widely separated parts 
of the Boston Metropolitan Area so 
that a single bomb might not destroy 
all the stocks. That is common sense. 
It might be a good thing for the 
various ladies’ aid groups that 
worked for Red Cross and similar 
works during the war, to consider 
classes in the study of burns, as these 
would be the majority of the living 
casualties. It might be well to pos- 
sess a Geiger-counter and know how 
to use it. If the machine showed no 





radio-active results in an area, it 
would be well to stay there until the 
first mad rush was over and decide 
calmly, under the leading of the 
Lord, just what was to be the next 
step. It would be well to have a 
good pair of walking shoes, for if gas 
stocks and transportation are dis- 
rupted it might well be necessary for 
people to walk a hundred miles or 
so in getting away from infected 
areas. In the rush away from Hitler 
when the Nazis arrived in France, all 
life was disrupted and men were 
willing to murder for a few quarts of 
gas to get away. The existing stocks 
might be exhausted in a matter of 
hours. 

Years before the atom bomb was 
discovered I moved to the country, 
28 miles from the center of Philadel- 
phia. I am thinking in terms of an 
auxiliary motor that would not be 
dependent on public electric power 
to keep food from spoiling. I am 
thinking in terms of a horse-drawn 
plow to prepare the gardens; and of 
wind-mill driven stones to grind 
flour; and of reversion to a self-sup- 
porting community of neighbors 
where each shall work at some craft 
to help the others; of advance stor- 
age of dried food to tide over the 
first season. I am thinking in terms 
of laying in a large stock of bandages 
and of unguents for burns, as my 
particular area might well be one of 
the main avenues of flight if a bomb 
fell on the industrial center of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

To tell people what I am think- 
ing is not a counsel of fear. I have 
extended my remarks in the first part 
of this article in order to turn away 
fear, and allow the Christian to 
think in an intelligent, and humble 
manner before God. And I am pray- 
ing that none of the things I am 
thinking about, and which I propose 
to implement in actual preparation 
as I am able, may ever have to be 
used. In other words I am thinking 
in the same logical way that a man 
thinks when he takes out fire-insur- 
ance on his home. You trust and 

ray the house will not burn down, 
ut if it does, you want to have your 
insurance. 

Oliver Cromwell, speaking to his 
troops at the battle of Edgehill, in 
1642, said, “Put your trust in God, 
but mind to keep your powder dry.” 
It was sound advice then and it is 
sound advice now. There is no place 
for fear, since our Lord’s perfect love 
casteth out fear. But we rest in our 
Lord and wait with equanimity the 
events that come from the hand of 
Him who is not only Lord, but who 
has become our Saviour. 
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The Strength of the Name 


(Continued from page 15) 


pended not upon the strength of 
their fighting, but upon God's pres- 
ence with them. The name of the 
Lord to him was a strong tower, to 
which he ran and was set on high. 


Or Gideon yonder is seen shrink- 
ing from service; and I have no criti- 
cism for him. I have already said 
that he was a farmer, a man of sim- 
ple taste, unused to the things of 
war. This man was apprehended, 
and appointed in the midst of his 
toil to be the deliverer of the people 
from long and brutal and cruel op- 
pression. Oh, how he shrank, afraid 
even of the vision of the angel that 
had come to him for his commission- 
ing. He said, I have seen the angel 
of the Lord, and I shall die. It was 
then that the great word came, “Je- 
hovah-Shalom,” the Lord send peace. 
And he went in the name of God, 
and was set on high above his own 
fears, above his own anxieties; and 
in that moment he became the in- 
trepid leader who presently was con- 
tent to fight with three hundred 
rather than thirty-two thousand, be- 
cause such was the revealed will and 
method and purpose of God. 


Or I go once more to that dun- 
geon, and see Jeremiah therein—a 
man who is the witrfess of faith in 
the midst of the most hopeless cir- 
cumstances, and what, is his hope? 
He says, “Jehovah-Tsidkenu,” the 
Lord our righteousness. He knows 
perfectly well that there can be no 
civic strength that is not based on 
righteousness, no national restora- 
tion and uplifting that is not 
founded upon righteousness. And 
where is righteousness? Absent from 
the counsels of kings, absent from 
the policies of the men who were rul- 
ing, absent from the national lead- 
ers at that moment. Then he en- 
tered into the name of the Lord, 
“Jehovah-Tsidkenu,” and was cer- 
tain that because He was righteous 
the victory must be won; and he sang 
the song of the certainty thereof. 


And, finally, Ezekiel by the Che- 
bar, seeing his visions of God, was a 
man of faith in the hour of exile, 
when all upon which human hope 
had been set was broken to a thou- 
sand pieces; and he saw through the 
mists and through the clouds, and 
as he looked to the ultimate, that on 
which he finally dwelt was not the 
glory of a temple or the prosperity of 
a people, but the presence of God. 
Ezekiel saw Jehovah present in the 
process, and consequently present 


June 1950 


finally in the fulfillment of purpose. 
“The name of Jehovah is a strong 
tower.” 


I leave those illustrations, and I 
ask you for a moment to think with 
me of the proofs of safety. My 
brethren, all these I have referred to 
are in themselves proofs of how safe 
men are when they enter into this 
nam. Abraham, Moses, Gideon, Jere- 
miah and Ezekiel; you notice that 
the. illustrations coincide with the 
history of the nation. The whole his- 
tory of Israel is in these illustrations. 
Abraham, the father and founder; 
Moses, the lawgiver and _ leader; 
Gideon, the leader at a particular 
time of peril; Jeremiah, the prophet 
of failure; Ezekiel amid the failure. 
All these men were able to sing the 
song of victory, and to achieve a pres- 
ent victory, and pass its power on to 
coming days because they knew the 
strength of this great name. In every 
case these men were set on high 
above the tumult and the stress, en- 
tering into the place of peace even in 
the midst of conflict. 


The Bible abounds with illustra- 
tions. Daniel knew conflict; he was 
persecuted, any they took him and 
put him in the den of lions. But if 
you tell me that Daniel was in the 
den of lions, you have discovered 
only the most superficial truth. 
Where then was Daniel? In the name 
of Jehovah, in the den of lions; and 
when the king in the morning said, 
“O, Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest 
continually, able to deliver thee from 
the lions?” Daniel answered, “O, 
king, live forever. My God hath sent 
His angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths.” He went into the tower, 
and was set on high. 


Or Job, who came to the fulfill- 
ment of his own life when he found 
his way through the flaming glory of 
the theophany into the secret place 
of the name, and rested therein. 


Or David, in Psalm 62. Do you 
notice the growth of experience and 
the growth of the sense of safety? At 
the beginning of the Psalm he said, 
“I shall not be greatly moved,” but 
before the song was done he said, “I 
shall not be moved.” And how did 
he climb from trembling confidence 
to matchless assurance? Read the 
Psalm again, and it will be seen that 
it is the psalm of God and the song 
of the name of the Lord—the song 
of a soul gathering courage and hero- 
ism in the secret place. 

We need not confine ourselves to 
Biblical illustration. “Saints, apos- 
tles, martyrs,” who passed through 
conflicts as severe as we can ever 
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know, if not severer, put their trust 
in this name, and found it safe. Or 
may I not appeal to you who are in 
the midst of conflict to prove the as- 
sertion of the text by the memory 
of things you have known in the lives 
of your loved ones? 


Will you let me help you by an il- 
lustration? I remember, many years 
ago, when God took from my side 
—the side of an only boy—his one 
playmate, his sister. Do not ever in- 
dulge in the heresy that a child is in- 
capable of sorrow. I remember com- 
ing back one morning—only a lad 
as I then was—from the grave where 
I had sat in loneliness, and I found 
in the house my father and mother. 
And, boy as I was, I crept up to 
where they were sitting together, and 
my father’s hand was resting on his 
Bible, and I looked at where his 
finger rested, and I saw these words: 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” And, boy as I was, I 
knew there was a connection be- 
tween that verse and the light I saw 
on the faces of father and mother; 
and I never lost the impression of 
it. And, twenty-four years after, 
when my own first girl was taken out 
of my own home, I got the Bible and 
turned up the same verse, and laid 
my hand where my father had laid 
his hand. “The name of the Lord is 
a strong tower: The righteous run- 
neth into it, and is set on high.” 

The proof is scattered through the 
experience of the saints in all the 
ages, and is as near to you as my 
father and mother’s trust in God. 
Nay, verily, brethren, have you not 
yourselves proved it? 

Of the supreme onslaught and vic- 
tory we have the story in the New 
Testament. Jesus knew the confict 
of life as none other has ever known 
it. He knew the forces of spiritual 
antagonism. He lived in the midst 
of the problems that vex us. And 
the subtle forms of temptation with 
which we are familiar, He knew 
them and entered deeply and pro- 
foundly into them. He knew the sor- 
rows and was acquainted with grief. 
And how did He overcome? To Him 
the name of the Lord was a strong 
tower into which He passed and was 
set on high. The supreme secret of 
all His victory over sin and sorrow 
is contained in His own confession, 
“TI and My Father are one.” 


But there is a deeper signification 
in that story of Jesus. The name 
Jesus in itself is composed of the an- 
cient name Jehovah, and yet another 
word that speaks of salvation. The 
name Jesus essentially means Jeho- 





vah is salvation. The name Jesus is 
Joshua. Now let my young friends 
take their Bibles and find out when 
the name was made. The Son of 
Nun did not bear it first. It was 
given to him. The significance is 
that of Jehovah and salvation inter- 
woven, making the name Joshua, 
which is our name Jesus; and into 
that name finally we may run and 
be set on high. 


Jesus, name of sweetness, 
Jesus, sound of love, 

Cheering exiles onward 
To their rest above. 


My brethren, what is the conflict 
to you? Are you at the extremity of 
faith? Are you asked to walk a path- 
way that seems as though it must end 
in disaster? Are you sure it is God’s 
will? Then, in comradeship with 
this Christ, who walked the via dolo- 
rosa, and walked the way to victory, 
take your way along that pathway. 
Are you in confict with foes in the 
valley that are against faith and 
against God? Let your hands be up- 
lifted, and in that name Jesus there 
is a banner of Jehovah, and victory 
must come as you follow Him. Are 
you commissioned to some work 
from which you shrink, as did Gide- 
on of old?- In Jesus is the fulfillment 
of the great word “Jehovah-Shalom,” 
for He is our peace; and we may 
enter into all service in perfect peace 
in Him. Are you feeling, rightly or 
wrongly, that you are strangely in 
company with Jeremiah, that all the 
foundations are breaking down 
around you, and that the national 
outlook is of the darkest? I pray you, 
in your dungeon, look higher and 
see “Jehovah-Tsidkenu.” Or, if you 
would translate it into modern lan- 
guage, sing this: 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run. 


And if today the thickening battle 
and the darkening gloom overwhelm 
you, stay a little by the river, and 
look far enough and_ earnestly 
enough, and beyond all the mystery 
of the hour you will see the glory of 
God’s victory; and its chief word is 
this, “Jehovah-Shammah,” the Lord 
is there. The crowned Christ, having 
won the kingdoms of the world, will 
make them His own to the glory of 
God. 





This sermon was preached by Dr. Morgan in 
Westminster Chapel, London, and appeared 
in print in England serially under the general 
title "The Westminster Pulpit." It is reprinted 
here by arrangement with the trustees of his 
estate. 
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Why Give to Missions? 
(Continued from page 12) 


least 85 to 90 per cent should reach 
the field. 

“God so loved that He gave.” He 
gave His only Son. He gave Heaven’s 
best. What have you given? Have 
you given yourself? Have you given 
your children? Have you given your 
prayers? Have you given your money? 
Have you given anything? What have 
you done for those in darkness and 
midnight gloom? 

The martyrs gave their all; they 
gave their lives. I have preached in a 
Roman arena where fifty thousand 
Christians were thrown to the beasts or 
crucified, many of them made human 
torches, for their faith in Christ. I have 
stood on the sand once red with their 
blood. In the midst of the flames they 
cried out, “Christ is Victor!” They 
gave their all. What have you given? 

Is God asking too much when He 
asks you for your money, when He 
asks you to share with Him what He 
has given you, in order that those in 
heathen darkness may hear the Gos- 
pel? Isa gift of money to be compared 
with a gift of life? If the martyrs 
gave their all, can you not give at least 
something, and thus do your part to 
evangelize the world? 

The other day I was handed a little 
slip of paper upon which the question 
was asked, “How much shall I give 
this year to Missions?” The answer 
was fourfold; and in closing, I want to 
leave with you the suggestions as I 
read them: 

l. If I refuse to give anything to 
Missions this year, I practically cast a 
ballot in favor of the recall of every 
missionary. 

2. If I give less than heretofore, I 
favor reduction of the missionary 
forces proportionate to my reduced 
contribution. 

3. If I give the same as formerly, I 
favor holding the ground already won; 
but I oppose any forward movement. 
My song is “Hold the Fort,” forgetting 
that the Lord never intended His army 
to take refuge in a fort. All His soldiers 
are commanded to “Go.” 

4. If I increase my offering beyond 
former years, then I favor an advance 
movement in the conquest of new terri- 
tory for Christ. Shall I not join this 
class? I do believe in increasing the 
present number of Bible-believing mis- 
sionaries; therefore, I will increase my 
former offerings to missionary work. 

If I were you, my friend, I would do 
just that. I would give more this year 
than last year. You may not be able 
to give much more; but at least you 
can give a little more. I would say by 
my gift, “I favor an advance.” 
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We are all agreed that the world 
must be evangelized. We realize that 
some will have to go, others pray, and 
still others, give. It doesn’t matter 
which part is ours, so long as we have 
a part and we are sure we are doing 
what God wants us to do. If your part, 
my friend, is to give, then see to it 
that you give and that you give until 
it hurts; and then, that you keep on 
giving until it becomes a joy. 

Some day you will be called to an 
account and at the judgment seat of 
Christ you will be rewarded or cen- 
sured. Which is it to be? You can 
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be a missionary even though you never 
go. Your heart can be in the foreign 
field; and where your heart is, there 
will your treasure be also. You can 
withhold from God and miss the re- 
ward. 

I urge you to give. Give as you have 
never given before. Give until you 
are sure that God is satisfied. Give as 
unto God and not unto men. Make mis- 
sions the passion of your life and then 
you will give because you cannot help 


' giving. 
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HEBREW CHRISTIANS AT END OF ROPE 
NEEDED FOOD RESTORES FAITH 


A distracted Hebrew Christian mother in Germany writes: 
“Your food and clothing parcels took three months to reach us 
due to the Berlin blockade. You cannot imagine what your 
gifts mean to us. My daughier is suffering from T.B. and my 
little boy is sickly because of undernourishment. My husband 
has worked little since he came back from the Concentration 
Camp. I was at the end of my rope, for in addition to our 
hunger we were without heat in the bitter winter. So when 
your parcels came we saw the hand of God in miracle. How 
grateful we feel, for not only were our bodies fed and clothed, 
but our wavering faith in our merciful Saviour was restored.” 

The matron of a children’s home in Germany writes: “Full 
of joy and gratitude we received two of your shipments. To 
one girl I gave a velvet dress, and you should have seen her joy. 
Her father and mother were killed, the grandmother, a sister and brother live in.a 
work-kitchen, with only one bed, one table, and not enough chairs for all. In the 
evening the children lie on the earthen floor upon sacks. We look after 60 children, 
and we need especially money for food. Poverty and suffering amongst the families 
we visit is still very great. Many fathers have returned from Russian prisons weak 
and tubercular. Please pray for us as we seek to comfort and help these poor people.” 
For these and others in poverty and distress, to whom we minister in so many areas in 
Europe and in Palestine, we earnestly ask your prayers and gifts. Please look with 
the compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ upon these His needy brethren, and help to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and promulgate the Gospel. Kindly send your gifts 
to us at this time of great need and opportunity. 
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Spiritual Discernment 
(Continued from page 9) 


apart. If one spoonful of a glass of 
liquid is analyzed and found to be 
poison it is not necessary to keep on 
analyzing the rest of the contents of the 
glass. Now it must be understood that 


much of that which is said is true for 








OLD =< 





k’ FAVORITES 

500 SKETCHES ssscz ovens 
SKELETONS 
SERMONS 


awd METAPHORS : = 
@c c on im MENTAD ENTARY 
oe Ranre +3 
GEER mes wine se F088 pages, 


Order from Your Bookseller or 





ETERNITY 


when writing our advertisers. 


Please mention 


the Christian but that none of it. is 
true for the non-Christian. The writer 
goes on to speak of beauties of nature, 
and continues, “all testify to the tender, 
fatherly care of our God, and to His 
desire to make His children happy.” 
Here, then, is the evident confusion 
of the mind of the writer. There is 
no thought whatsoever of the differ- 
ence between a lost child of Adam and 


a redeemed child of God. There is 
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evidently some thought of the universal 
fatherhood of God, which is, of course, 
a doctrine that is repeatedly and dis- 
tinctly denied in the New Testament 
(cf. John 1:12; 8:40-44; Gal. 3:26, 
etc.). 

After this section of false teaching 
of love in nature and of universal 
fatherhood, the heresy then advances 
with much bolder step. The writer 
says, “God has bound our hearts to 
Him by unnumbered tokens in Heaven 
and in earth. Through the things of 
nature, and the deepest and tenderest 
earthly ties that human hearts can 
know, He has sought to reveal Himself 
to us.” Now that simply is not true. 
As if God would have to seek to do 
anything! Does He not have all pow- 
er? He tells us plainly, as we have 
seen, that He has revealed His eternal 
power and godhead in nature; and He 
further tells us that He has revealed 
His love at the cross and His mercy, 
and all the‘rest of the knowledge that 
man can have of God comes through 
the Word of God, and there is no other 
way to know Him. 

But the writer continues: “Yet these 
but imperfectly represent His love. 
Though all these evidences have been 
given, the enemy of good blinded the 
minds of men, so that they looked upon 
God with fear; they thought of Him as 
severe and unforgiving. Satan led men 
to conceive of God as a being whose 
chief attribute is stern justice—one 
who is a severe judge, a harsh, exact- 
ing creditor.” Now we can indeed see 
satanism in this writing, for there is 
the beginning of the same lie that was 
told in the Garden of Eden that will 
end up with the denial, Thou shalt not 
surely die. For God Himself tells us 
that He is justice as well as love. Could 
any true child of God seek to tear 
down the justice of God? God does 
not build up the doctrine of His love 
at the expense of His justice. 

The Bible everywhere presents the 
justice of God as an attribute that is 


_equal to His love. If you do not con- 


ceive of the justice of God as being as 
great as the love of God, you have nut 
understood the God of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It was not Satan who led men 
to believe that God was just, even 
sternly just. In the very ten command- 
ments we read, “For I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the chil 
dren unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate Me; and show- 
ing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love Me, and keep My commandments” 
(Ex. 20:5, 6). 

Nowhere in the Bible is the love of 
God taught as contradictory to His 
justice; nowhere in the Bible is the 
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justice of God taught as contradictory 
to His love. But at the same time God 
gave the law which was severe, stern, 
exacting, terrible—in fact, fatal, since 
it slew all who lived under it with the 
decree of the second death—at the 
same time, He gave the lamb who was 
to die to relieve man of that curse of 
death. God did not give Moses with- 
out giving Aaron. 

The next line from the writer we are 
discussing continues, “It was to re- 
move this dark shadow, by revealing to 
the world the infinite love of God, that 
Jesus came to live among men.” Now 
this sentence is very subtle, as all of 
the Devil’s teaching is subtle, for on 
the face of it, it seems to be true. But 
when it is taken in the context it can 
be seen that the love of God is to be 
used to destroy the justice of God. 
Therefore, we may say flatly that Jesus 
did not come to reveal the love of God, 
if you are going to stop there, but to 
reveal the whole of the attributes of 
God, including His hatred of sin. 

Who is the great teacher of the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment? Is it an 
Old Testament character? It is not. Is 
it Paul, against whom so many false 
charges are brought? It is not. It is 
none other than the Lord Jesus Him- 
self. He is the One who taught the doc- 
trine of eternal separation from the 
Father. He it is who said that men 
would be cast into Hell. And when the 
Holy Spirit writes of His attributes of 
deity in the first chapter of the epistle 
to the Hebrews, we find it written, 
“Thou hast loved righteousness, and 
hated iniquity; therefore God, even 
Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the 
oil of gladness above Thy fellows” 
(Heb: 1:9). It is to be seen that 
Christ’s ability to hate sin properly is 
one of the proofs of His godhead. 

In the book under discussion the 
writer then quotes half a dozen texts 
that show that Christ came forth to 
manifest the Father. With this we are 
in entire accord, if it be understood 
that He came to manifest the hatred of 
God toward sin as well as the love of 
God toward the sinner. But that our 
writer does not take the verses in this 
way is shown by the fact that, follow- 
ing the long setting forth of the fact 
that our Lord went about doing good, 
she now says, “Love, mercy and com- 
passion were revealed in every act of 
His life.” The fact that that sentence 
is buried in paragraphs of references 
to the fact that little children loved to 
come to Him and that the poorest and 
vilest were not turned away does not 
lessen the error that is found in it, be- 
cause, most certainly, there were acts 
and words of Jesus Christ which reveal 
the stern justice of God and His terrible 
hatred of sin, and which taught that 
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He will exact the last farthing of penal- 
ty from those who refuse to bow be 
fore Him. Listen to the thunder of 
judgment that comes from His lips 
when He tells men that it shall be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment than for the cities 
in which He did His mighty works. 
Listen to Him flash forth judgment at 
white heat which tells men that they 
are dirty graveyards, green outside, 
but filled with dead men’s bones; that 
they are sons of snakes, ‘a generation 
of vipers. Listen to Him talk to the 
High Priest of the judgment that shall 
fall upon him at the time of the second 
coming of the Lord. Watch Him as He 
turns over the tables of the money 
changers and scourges the sellers of 
doves from the temple. 

The next paragraph is one of reitera- 
tion which seeks to set forth that every- 
thing that Christ did was done in love. 
In the light of the Hebrews passage 
which says He acted in hatred toward 
iniquity we can pass over most of it. 
The concluding sentence, however, 
says, “While He ever bore Himself 
with divine dignity, He bowed with the 
tenderest regard to every member of 
the family of God. In all men He saw 
fallen souls whom it was His mission 
to save.” Again that simply is not true. 
Of course, we accept the fact that He 
always bore Himself with divine 
dignity, but we must be very careful 
with the next phrase. He bore Himself 
with the tenderest regard for every 
member of the family of God if you 
mean those who were His own, given 
to Him by the Father, the chosen be- 
fore the foundation of the world. But 
this writer undoubtedly is seeking to 
teach that every human being is in the 
family of God, which is an error which 
is denied in the Word of God as we 
have seen. And to say that Jesus saw 
in all men fallen souls whom it was 
His mission to save, is either to say 
that He failed in part of His mission, 
or to teach the doctrine of universal 
salvation. 


Christ could not have failed in any- 
thing He came to do. He said, “All 
that the Father giveth Me shall come to 
Me; and Him that cometh to Me I 
will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 
That is far different from the false doc- 
trine taught in this book. 

There follows a page which would 
be splendid in another context, but 
which must be suspect because of its 
presence here. It tells of the death of 
Christ, but we know by now that this 
writer is not talking about the same 
Christ that the Bible is talking about. 
That this is true is soon evident. After 
the page which would be magnificent 
in another context, the writer con- 
tinues, “ ‘God so loved the world that 
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those who are blinded and have not 
heard the Word of God.” 
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He gave His only begotten Son.’ He 
gave Him not only to live among men, 
to bear their sins, and die their sacri- 
fice. He gave Him to the fallen race.” 
Here is that universalism which will 
appear again and again throughout the 
writings of this cult. 

A great lesson in discernment can 
now be seen in the next paragraph. | 
shall quote several sentences and the 
reader should study to see what is 
wrong with the author’s conclusion be- 
fore reading“what I set forth from the 
Word of God. We read, “The price 
paid for our redemption, the infinite 
sacrifice of our Heavenly Father in 
giving His Son to die for us, should 
give us exalted conceptions of what we 
may become through Christ. As the 
inspired apostle John beheld the height, 
the depth, the breadth of the Father’s 
love toward the perishing race, he was 
filled with adoration and reverence; 
and failing to find suitable language in 
which to express the greatness and 
tenderness of this love, he called upon 
the world to behold it. ‘Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God.’ What a value 
that places upon man!” 

Do you see what is wrong with that? 
Do you see what is hellishly wrong 
with that? There is some truth in the 
statements, but so much satanic error. 
The first part is true. It is like a worm 
on a hook from the point of view of 
the fish. The first bite is all worm, the 
second bite is all hook. That is the 
way the Devil works. It is true up to 
the point where the writer says that 
John called upon the world to behold 
the love of God. He did nothing of 
the kind. 

The epistle of John is expressly writ- 
ten to believers only (1 John 5:13). 
John was not calling upon the world 
to behold it, but was calling upon the 
saved to behold it. “Behold what man- 
ner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us,” is not an address to the hu- 
man race, but to the redeemed. The 
word “us” is a word that is entirely 
limited in this sentence as the context 
shows. For the result of the love is that 
we (the born again believers) should 
be called the sons of God. And the 
author leaves out the second half of 
the verse which would have shown the 
folly of all that she was attempting to 
teach. For immediately after the out- 
cry of wonder concerning the love that 
has called us—a fraction of the human 
race—sons of God, the apostle contin- 
ues, “Therefore the world knoweth us 
not, because it knew Him not” (1 John 
3:1). What folly to say that the call 
to wonder is addressed to the world 
when God says that the selective love 
of God for the believers is the thing 





that caused the world to hate us (John 
15:19). 

And the writer has had the temerity 
to say that this places a value upon 
man. The prophet Isaiah concluded 
his second chapter with a verse that is 
both startling and (in the Hebrew) 
humorous. In the King James version 
we read, “Cease ye from man, whose 
breath is in his nostrils; for wherein is 
he to be accounted of?” The Hebrew 
would be more like, “Cease ye from 
man in whose nose is only one breath; 
what is he worth anyway?” Since 
breath and spirit are the same word, 
there is a play on words as so often 
happens in the Bible. The eternal Holy 
Breath of God says, “Cease ye from 
man whose capacity is only one nose- 
full of breath at a time. What is one 
nosefull anyway?” The implication is 
that any one who would turn away 
from eternal Breath for one nosefull of 
breath is a fool. And it is among the 
deceived that we must place the writer 
of the chapter which we have submit- 
ted to the discernment of the Holy 
Spirit in the Word of God. 


Rights and Privileges 
(Continued from page 8) 


Luther, in his German text at this 
verse, uses the word Herrlichkeit for 
the English “glory,” which literally 
means, “lordlikeness.” Bringing the 
two ideas together, we see that the 
reason we have been spiritually 
blessed, have been created in Christ 
Jesus, have been provided with a 
purchase price for sin, is that you 
and I might commend His lordlike- 
ness to those who know Him not. 
Why? The verse continues: “. . . that 
we should be to the praise of the 
glory who first hoped in Christ.” 

Because of “our blessed hope,” we 
are to take forth the wonderful 
story in order to commend His glory. 
Thus we are,a recreated people to 
show forth His glory in the good 
works which God hath ordained that 
we should walk therein. 

We come now to the third great 
verse of our message which tells us 
that we are to be like Him. 

“Keep on being mimics of God as 

children, beloved” (5:1—Gk.) . 

Paul is saying, “Because you have 
been blessed with every spiritual 
blessing; because you have been cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus; because you 
have been called to commend His 
glory; keep on being followers of 
God.” “Followers,” in the Greek, is 
from the word mimetes, a mimic, 
from the verb “imitate.” St. Jerome, 
in the Latin, speaks here of imita- 
tores Dei, “imitators of God.” In 
order to imitate God we must know 
God; and in order to know God, we 
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must know our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and in order to know our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, we must know His Word. 
Then we shall be intelligent “imita- 
tors of God.”” Why are we to imitate 
Him? Not alone because we are 
spiritually blessed and His workman- 
ship, but also because we are “His 
children beloved.” His tekna, that is 
to say, His “born ones,” His 
“bairns.” We are in the family of 
God not only by position but by 
birth. We belong to Him through 
the blood of Christ. We belong to 
Him for we are “His beloved ones” 
(Gk.) . “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” 

Thus, the beloved ones, through 
the Beloved One, are to imitate the 
God of love. And in the measure 
that we imitate God we commend 
His glory. Thus our vocation: 

“I therefore, the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called” (4:1). Paul does not 
speak to us here as the apostle, with 
the message, nor the teacher explain- 
ing the message, nor the preacher 
declaring the message, but the pris- 
oner—in the Lord—living the mes- 
sage. “I, therefore, I, myself,” as the 
Greek emphatically has it, “the pris- 
oner in the Lord, I beseech you . . .” 
In the term “beseech” Paul uses a 
military term from classical Greek 
which literally means, “to call to 
one’s side, to draft,” as in the. last 
war, our Government drafted men— 
called men to its support. Thus, be- 
ing imitators of God, is not a lei- 
surely vacation, but a grueling voca- 
tion, a military vocation, “fighting 
the good fight of faith.” 

Paul carries his exhortation for- 
ward by saying we are to be worthy 
of this vocation, that is, we are to 
excel, that we are to be absolutely 
proficient in this wonderful calling. 
“That ye walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith ye are called.” The 
word “walk” literally means to 
“walk around,” from peripateo, the 
preposition peri giving us the Eng- 
lish word “perimeter,” to measure 
around; the tense suggests that we 
“are to keep on walking around.” 
Thus, no matter from which angle 
the world observes us, they will see 
that we walk in conformity to our 
testimony, that in every situation, 
and in every place, our walk, and 
our talk, for Christ, are identical. 

“We are to walk worthy of our vo- 
cation.” We have been created to 
it; we have been blessed in it; we 
are to live for it, live, as new created 
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ones in Christ Jesus, blessed of the 
Father, abiding in the Spirit, imitat- 
ing our God. 

You ask, In my weakness, how 
may I “walk worthy of my vocation?” 
The answer is to be found in our 
last key verse. “Finally my breth- 
ren, be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might” (6:10) . 

In our studies of this great epistle 
we shall learn that not only have we 

- privileges and responsibilities, but 
: at a * power which enables us to carry out 

a 4% — these privileges and responsibilities. 

* Paul says to us (in the Greek), “As 

and the we f » for the remaining thing, my (Fe 
n te ren, be strong in the Lord .. .” The 

PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES”’ { 3 Latin is _confortamini, to have 
Mm 4%, A strength with, to be made strong. 

ea. The French translates ‘Fortify 

yourselves in the Lord.” The Latin 


a : i prefix com, puts the emphasis on the 
7 . é “with, togetherness,” as though to 
ik pee TR say, only in the Lord, the Lord and 


you, will there be strength for the 
battle ahead. 

The word “power,” in our verse, 
means ability, coming from the 
Greek word dunamis, from which we 
have the English “dynamite.” Our 
weakness, coupled to His strength, 
gives us the dynamite to defeat the 
foe. St. Jerome, in the Latin, uses 
the word potentia, which gives to us 
the idea of “potential” power which 
is at our disposal. 

The last phrase of our verse, “in 
the power of His might,” brings us 
to the almighty strength which be- 
longs to God Himself. Chrator is 
the Greek term, virtutis, the Latin. 
It is the strength which springs from 
the fact of God being God. It is this 
strength which enables us to walk in 
the Lord Jesus. The flavor of the 
French gives us our full privilege, 
“As for the rest, fortify yourself in 
the Lord, and by His all powerful 
strength.” 

Thus we, who were once afar off, 
ruined in sin, weak and undone, 
have been brought nigh, redeemed, 
made anew, now to be “fortified by 
His all powerful strength.” We who 
were ,strangers and foreigners have 
been made His fellow citizens, being 

"sa made members of His household. 

MOODY -11-]9 EP SREROR Ee 2 ta) =©6We, who were in disgrace, by sover- 
Tse lemiaiime a eign grace have been placed in His 
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An Oregon couple are seeking 
the Lord’s will for their lives in His 
service. He says: “My wife and I do 
as much personal work as we can: 
she is able to give most of her time 
to it, but I am shut away with my 
work as a landscape gardener to just 


one large secluded place. 
praying that God will permit us to 
give our full time to work in and 
with some of the needy smaller 
churches in out of the way towns. 
Will you put us on your prayer list. 
And I will let you know the result.” 


6 


A Virginia reader writes: “I 
plead for your prayers for my sister, 
that God will bring her to a saving 
taith in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


7 


A former teacher, medical secre- 
tary and owner of an employment 
office with a Gospel witness writes of 
giving up her work, recuperating 
from nerve exhaustion, and now con- 
templating a return to work. She 
writes: “I am beyond the age for 
secular employment despite long ex- 
perience, but must be self-support- 
ing. Only He could open a door. 
Having now tasted of the real fruit 
of surrendered service, it is my desire 
to work for Him where the field is 
white to harvest, and preferably with 
young people eighteen or over. The 
response in my office in Pasadena 
completely changed my opinion 
about today’s young people with 
their reputation of being ‘hard- 
boiled’ or unresponsive. I introduced 
many professed ‘pagans’ to God’s 
Word, and heard them admit they 
believed it after all. Once one has 
had the joy of leading others to a 
saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, nothing else, except the deep 
experience of the ‘Oil and Wine’ can 
ever satisfy. 

“The prayer request is that He 
may see fit to restore my frayed 
nerves as quickly as is in accordance 
with His plan and set me to work 
wheresoever I can bring the greatest 
honor and glory to His precious 
name. Except for the smog, I prefer 
the drier Southern California cli- 
mate; but His call is His enabling 
and I now live only to do His blessed 
will. I will go where He wants me to 
go and do whatsoever He wants me 
to do.” 


We are 


8 
An Alabama reader asks that 
others share her burden for her son 
who joined the church when a boy 
but whose life shows no evidence of 
salvation. 
9 
Two sisters ask for prayer for 
their niece who is dying of cancer. 
“She is a believer and loves the Lord. 
. Pray for her that our precious 
Lord will give her great peace and 
comfort. . .” 
10 
A mother in North Carolina 
writes of her son: “My youngest son, 
seventeen years old, and never yet 
away from home, is leaving for the 
Navy for four years. He is going 
away unsaved. Will you pray for his 
salvation?” 
tt 
A New Jersey reader asks prayer 
for her sister who has been rendered 
helpless by multiple sclerosis. “She 
knows that God has His reasons for 
permitting her to be in this condi- 
tion but strongly desires that Chris- 
tians pray for her, that the Lord’s 
purpose may soon be accomplished 
in this period of her life.” 


12 

A man who is handicapped by 
a long battle with tuberculosis 
writes: “I am sometimes up and 
sometimes down but sure of Heaven 
for I am His. It’s wonderful to 
know that God loves me as He loves 
His Son Jesus. 

“I have a prayer request and this 
is it: I am able to drive a car but 
cannot walk over thirty yards, due 
to my T.B. and other conditions. I 
have prayed that God would give 
me a car and if He does I aim to 
drive it for His glory, for I will have 
printed on it something like John 
14:6. I aim to use it to toss out tracts 
and to do personal evangelism and 
to take people, free, to and from 
Sunday School and church, and also 
I think I can sell some Bibles and 
Christian books. You see now why 
I want and need a car? I just must 
have a car in order to move about 
for I cannot walk but I can drive. 
This is a real burden on my heafk 
for I am sure that I can take this 


car (when it is given) and go call 


on boys and girls that I went to 
school with and whom I know are 
not saved, and perhaps lead them to 
Jesus. 

“So please print this prayer re- 
quest and pray with me and I prom- 
ise to pray with you for all the 
prayer requests set forth under Jere- 
miah 33:3 and when God answers 
I'll tell you and we will shout for 
joy and give Him the praise.” 
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R. WILBUR M. SMITH says of this book: “That 
busy Christian men and women today can be greatly 
blessed from these pages, I have seen illustrated this 
very year, in the life of a friend of mine in southern 
California. This man is one of the best known dentists 
in this part of the Pacific coast. He has a very elegant 
clientele. He is at the same time a profound student of 
the Scriptures, and a teacher of a large Bible class of 
men. He takes off a day and a half every week from his 
office for the exclusive study of the Scriptures and the 
great literature of the Christian faith! This friend told 
me that he gave six hours one day every week for the reading 
of this book, over a period of six months; and what he found 
in these pages not only has permanently enriched his whole 
but be passes on these treasures to those whom God 
given him to teach... 

“Even in Owen’s day, his language was considered 
rugged, occasionally tedious, and his sentences some- 
times monotonously analytical. In our twentieth cen- 
tury, when we have everything written for us with such 
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The Suffering Saviour, 
by F. W. Krummacher $3.50 
Majestic, reverently dramatized discourses on the last days 
of our Lord’s earthly ministry—a Christ-centered book which 
every believer should read and reread . . . such is this mighty 
masterpiece by the prince of European preachers a century 
ago. One of the spiritual treasures of the past, it is the first 
of Moody Press’s widely acclaimed Wycliffe Series of Chris- 
tian Classics. 


Memoirs of McCheyne, : 
by Andrew A. Bonar $3.50 
Second in the Wycliffe Series of Christian Classics. One of 
the greatest devotional books of all time, consisting of letters 
and Bible messages of that great spiritual leader, Ro 
Murray McCheyne. So rich in its content that God’s people 
have called for numerous editions during the past hundred 
years. Beautifully printed and bound to conform with other 
titles in the series. 


The Holy War, 
by John Bunyan $3.50 
Famous allegory, long out of print. Considered by many 
to-rank with Pz/grim’s Progress. Deals with the spiritual war- 
fare between the Lord and Satan over a human soul. Bio- 
graphical sketch of Bunyan; introduction and notes by Dr. 
Wilbar M. Smith. i 
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by JOHN OWEN 


Edited by Wilbur M. Smith 


Fifth in the Wycliffe Series 
of Christian Classics 


smoothness, transparency, and simplicity, that we be- 
come provoked if we come upon something difficult to 
comprehend; when we listen to so much premasticated 
—often predigested—material over the radio, and are so 
devoted to newspapers and popular magazines, and to 
the stimulation of superficial Christian literature, I am 
frank to admit that Christians will find the reading of this 
book a real discipline of mind, for it will tax one’s best thinking 

ers. This work should be read slowly, and upon these 
richly studded d pages one should meditate, feed upon them, 
thoroughly understand each sentence before proceeding to 
the next. 

“Of all the books that will ever be published in the 
Wycliffe Series, this is the one that probably will demand 
the most from the reader. It will repay one’s closest 
attention, even if it takes a year to reach the end. We 
seldom hear people talk today about beholding the 
glory of the Lord Jesus. We seldom hear messages on 
meditation, and too seldom do we practice this holy art 
ourselves. People seem to have a horror of being alone 
for ten minutes, and appear almost incapable of closing 
the closet door, as our Lord admonished us in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, and thinking quietly, without inter- 
ruption, upon the infinite glories of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


The Life and Diary of David Brainerd, 


by Jonathan Edwards $3.50 


The most challenging demonstration of personal prayer 
life ever portrayed, this spiritual autobiography of the saintly 
missionary to the American Indians sent William Carey. and 
Henry Martyn to India, profoundly influenced Robert 
McCheyne. The story of a life “‘burned out for God.” 


Order from your favorite bookstore, or direct from 
Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
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